
SENA,'rE FILE No. 3.1-BY TITUS. JUDICIARY .. 

BILL 
FOR AN ACr PROHIBITING THE LETTING BY OONTRA.CT OF THE CONVICT LABOIJ, OF 

' . ' ' 

S'l'A'rE PENITENTIARIES, AND PROVIDING. FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF CON: 

VIC'l'S FOR 'l'HE STATE AND FOR .COUNTIES THEREIN, IN 'l'HE MANUFAC

'l'URE OF"SUPPLIES FOU STATE AND COUNTY INSTITUTIONS, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL AssEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IowA: 

Section 1. 'l'he board of control shall not, nor shall. any. other authority whatsoever, 
. 

2 make any contract by which the labor or time of any prisoner iu any state prison in this 

3 state, or the.product or profit of his work, shall be contracted, let, fanne~ out, given orsold 

4 to any person or firm, association or corporation, except that the coQvicts in sa,id penal insti-

5 tutions may work for, and the products of their labor maybe disposed of, to the state or auy 

6 county therein for use in any public institution owned or managed .and controlled by the state . 

7 or any county therein. 

··Sec. 2. The board of control and wardens of penitentiaries in the state, 's]lall, so far as 

2 · practicable, cause all the prisoners in said institu.tions, who are physically capable thereof, to 

.3 be employed at hard labor, "for not to exce~d ceight hours eich day, Other than Sundays aud 

4 public holidays, but such bard labodhall be eitherfor the purpose of prod.uctiqu of supplies 

5 for said penitentiaries, odor other institutions owned, lllanaged !tnd controlled 'by the state, 

6 or to institutions owned, managed and controlled by anycounty therain, including labor and 
. . . . 

7 materials to be used in the erection of the buildings. . . . 

. S.ic, 3 .. The board of control.shall.establish three gra.des among the c~n~icts of the state 

2. penitentiaries; to be known as the first, second,· and third grades, the classificatjodof excb. ·· 

3 convict to be based upon his conduct and effiCiency of his wo~k under su-ch rules as shall b~ 

4 e~tablished by the board of control. 
' . . . . . . --

Sec. 4. · The labor of the prisonero of the first. grade in each of ~aid prisons, shall be 

2 directed with reference to fitting the prisoner to lllaiut!iiuhimsalf by .honest industry after hisi 

· 3 discharge from impris~p~ent, as the prin~aryor soH:l object of .such labor, and shch prisoners. 

· ~ · of the first _grade,ma.Y b.e so employed at hard labor for imlustrial training and' instruction 

5 · solely,even though no useful or salable products .• shall result from their labor, brtt.pnly in 
.. · - - --- . . - ,.,'"', \. . 

6 · case ~uch industrial t~ainingprins~ruetion can b(l more effectively given in such manner. 
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7 Otherwise, and so far as is consistent with the primary object of .the htbor of prisoners of the 

8 first grade, as aforesaid, the. labor of such prisoners shall be so directed as to prod nee the 

- 9 greatest amount of useful products, articles and supplies needed and used in the said institu-

10 tions, and in the buildings and offices of the state, or those of any county therein, or in any 

11 _ p,ublic institution owned, managed or controlled by the state or any county therein, or said 

12 labor may be for the state or any county therein, 

Sec. 5.. The labor of .prisoners of the -11econd gr<tde in said prisons shall be directed pri-

2 marily to labor for the state or any county therein, or to the production and lllanufacture of 

3 useful articles and supplies for said institutions or for any public institution owned or man- . 

4 aged and controlled by the state, or any county thereof. 

See. 6. The labor of prisoners of the third grade shall be. directed to.,snch exercise as 

2 shall tend to the preservation of health, or they shall be employed in labor for the state, or 

3 any co11ntytherein, or in the manllfactura of such n>eful articles and supplies a.s ar~ needed 

.4 and used in .the said institutions; and in the public institutions owned or managed and con, 

5 . -trolled by the state, or :J,ny county thereof. 

· Sec. 7. The direction of the labor of all convicts and. the distribution of such labor, and 
. . . 

2 · the products thereof under the preceding sections of this actshall be under such rules and 

s regulations as may be' pre:lcribed by the board of control of state institutions, and the said 

4 board are hereby authorized tochange <;rdispose of the present plants and machiueryin said 

5 institutionsuow n>ed in industries. which shall be discontinued, and whi.ch cannot .be usedin 

6 the industri~s hereafter to be c~rried on. in said prisons, due effort to be made by l'ulL notice 

1 to pr;babl~ . purchasers in case of sales of industries or ,machinery, to obtain the bast .. price 

8 possibl!( for the prope~ty sold. Th~ said board of control shall biennially t~<tns mit to the leg: · 

·.·. 9 islature with its ~eguilir report a stitterJ_tent showing in de£ail the amount .and quantity ·of 

10 each of the various articl~s manufacturedin each of the ·penal institutions and the labor per~ 

, lJ formed by- convicts therein, and of the disposition thereof . 
. -- ' ., ' -- - - . ' . . -_,. 

. Sec. 8. .Th(') various articles .manufacturad and produced by the laid convicts shall be fur-

2 nished to the several state and codnty institutions, officers and buildings, under the rules a~d · 

3 regulations of said .board .of control, at and fort he prices fiKed thereon by said board, not 
. ·• ' -· .. - . ' ' - - -. 

4, exceeding the fair and· usual market_ prices thereof, and upon the requisition ofthe proper 
- ' - . ' - - :-·- . ' ' -

5 officers of thestate or counties, and _the amounts thereby.derived shall be paid into thetreas- --

6 . ury by said counties or be charged to the properfnnds of the sever,tl state institutions, ao.d 

7 · shall be credited to the funds of the pe!lal institution furnishing such ~npplies. Said. board 
I . - . - . . - • 

-. of controlshall cause to be prepared and furnished qna~terly to thE) auditors of the. several 

9 counties and ,to the trustees ofth~ stateinstitritions not dir~ctly under their control; price" 
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10 lists of th~ articles manufactured and supplied by said penal institutions, and no article con-. · · 

11 tained in such price-lists shall he purchased from any• other sour<Je for the state, or public 
; .,.-_.- ._ . .· . _,. -- . - ' - ' ·-. . ' 

·12 institutions of the state, or any county therein, unless thB said board of control shall expressly 
·,.-_ . - -" '":d.- -,;;,-,,;~~-" --· _,. -,_' .- ,_ - ' - - _· 

13 permit such purch(lse. Upon reque~t of the .said board 'of c~ntrol the .proper officers .ofthe 

14 state and counties, and of-the institution@ thereof, shall f!Jrnish estimates of the supplies that · 

15 will be required for such period as may be fixed by therules of s~id board. 

Sec. 9. The· said board of control shall he authorized to employ such inBtructors and 

2 . superintendents as-may he necessary to carry out .the foregoing provisions of this ac~, and to 

3 fix their compensation, provided that suitable instructors and superintendents c;tnnot be 

· 4 detailed from among the inmates of the penitentiaries. 

Sec. 10. Every prisoner confined in the state penitentiaries who shall become .E)ntitled to 

2 ·a_ diminution of his term of sentence by good conduct, may, in 'the discre-tion of t)le warden, 

· 3 receive compensation from the' earning~ o} the penitentiary in ~hich .he is confined, such 
. . 

4 compensation to be graded by the warden· of the prison for the prisoners therein fo~ the time 

5 _such prisoners may work, but in no case shall the compensation allowed to S!JCh convicts 

6 .• exceed in amount ten per centum of the earning• of the penitentiary in which ~hey are con, 

7 fined.--· The differ!')n~e in tho rate- of compensation shall be based on the pecui)jary value of 

8 the work performed, and also on the willingness, industry and good conduct of such prisoner; 

9 provided_ that wheneYer any prisoner shall forfeit b-is gooa time for misconduct qr violation of . - . : -· . 
• - I • ' • -

10 the rules or regulations of the penitentiary, he shall forfeit out of the compensation .allowed . ' " 

Jl under this section fifty cents for each day of good time so forfeited, and provided, that pris-

13 oners seiving life sentences shall-be entitled to the benefit of this section when pheir conduct.-. 

13 is such as would entitle otber prisoners to a dimi~ution of sentence subject tqforfeiture of 

.·. 14. good time for misconduet as h~rein provided: The warden of each penitentiary mayinsti>~ 

15 tute and maintain, subj~ct to .the approvalof the boardof control, a uniformsy~tem of fille~, · 

16 to be imposed at his discretion, in place ofotherpenaltiesand.punishmerits, to be deducted 

17 .from S!JCh compensation standing to the credit of a,ny prisoner, for miscondllqt py such 

18 oner. · 

· •. Sec. I L All moneys standing to the cred1t of any prisoner may, under the direction of 
. - . - - ~ 

2 the b~ard. of control, .be u~ed for. the support and maintenance of the family of ~ncb prisoner 

3 or other persons whomsucb prisorier.may be legally qbliged to support and mail,}tain: 

.Sec. U .. All moneys __ received for fine~ and forfeitures. under. this act shall be 
· 2 a general fund and be disburs6d by the warden llnder the direction of. the board of 

3 for special aid to discharged prisonerswho ar~ infirm, indige~t, od~ ~ny\vayincapable to an 

4 unusual degree, of earning a sufficient sub~.istence aftertheir release. 
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Sec. 13. Nothing in this act ~hall iri anyll1anner effeat dritnpair anycontrs.cts that have' 

2 been made by the Board or .Controlprior to the passage of this act. 

Sec. 14. This act being deemed of irnfueciiate irnpm:tap.ce shall take effect and be in force 

2 from and after its publication in tiielowa State Register and Des Moines Leader, newspapers 

3 • published at the city of Des Moines,.Jowa. 
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