
HOUSE FILE No. 364—BY BLAKE. JUDICIARY. 

FOR AN ACT TO LEGALIZE THE ACTS OP THE CITY COUNCIL OF LYONS CITY, IOWA, IN 

RELATION TO GRADING, CURBING, GUTTERING AND PAVING A PORTION OF 

SIXTH STREET THEREIN, AND IN ENTERING INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE 

LYONS CONSTRUCTION COMPANY THEREFOR, AND IN ISSUING BONDS TO 

MAKE PAYMENT THEREFOR, AND IN MAKING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS BY 

REASON THEiiEOF ; AND PROVIDING AS TO PROCEEDINGS AND ASSESSMENTS 

THEREUNDER. 

WHEREAS, In 1893 the city council of Lyons City, Iowa, by resolution ordered a portion 

of Sixth street therein graded, curbed, guttered and paved, and created the portion so ordered 

inproved, improvement district number three, and provided for a special assessment of the 

c, st thereof on the Clinton and Lyons Horse railway company, operating a line thereon, and 

on the abutting property, and, 

WHEREAS, Acting thereunder and in supposed compliance with law, the said Lyons City 

entered into a contract with the Lyous Construction company to do said work and which was 

done accordingly, and, 

WHEREAS, Bonds were issued and sold at par to provide the money to pay said Gompany 

therefor and for said work, to be paid oujt of the special assessment aforesaid, and 

WHEREAS, Such special assessment was so made, and 

WHEREAS, In said bonds said Lyons City stated and represented that all steps necessary 

to their legality had been properly taken; and 

WHEREAS, Said contract and said assessments have been by the courts declared illegal by 

the reason of the failure to properly advertise for bids for said works; and 

WHEREAS, Said bonds were bought and paid for in good faith and the money realized 

therefrom used for the purposes aforesaid and in making said improvements and under the 

direction of the city council of said city; and 

WHEREAS, By reason of said adjudication the said bonds are not collectible, and as it is an 

injustice to those who paid their money therefor not to pay the same; and 
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WHEREAS, It has been the policy of the state of Iowa to discountenance repudiation of 

such indebtedness, to legalize such acts and to authorize and empower cities to correct such 

mistakes, errors and omissions in such cases, and 

WHEREAS, Lyons City has since said time become annexed to and a part of the city of 

Clinton, Iowa; therefore, 

Bi rr ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OP THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. That the acts of the city council of Lyons City in ordering a portion of Sixth 

2 street therein, denominated improvement district number three, curbed, guttered and paved, 

3 and in entering into a contract therefor with the Lyons Construction company, and in issuing 

4 bonds to provide the money to pay for the same, and in making a special assessment for the 

5 cost thereof on the Clinton and Lyons railway company, and on the abutting property, or the 

6 owners thereof, be and each and all of them are hereby legalized and declared to be valid and 

7 binding, the same as though the law had been in all respects complied with, provided that no 

8 such assessment on or as against any such abutting property shall be considered legalized 

9 hereby to any extent over or above twenty-five per cent, of its assessed valuation at the time 

10 said improvement was made, or to affect any existing defense relating to said assessment 

11 being in excess of benefits received. 

Sec. 2. That the city council of the city of Clinton is hereby authorized and empowered 

2 to do any act or to pass any ordinance or resolution to carry into effect the said contract, or 

3 said assessment, or said bonds, that the city council of Lyons City could, should or might 

4 have done in the premises had not said Lyons City become annexed to and a part of the 

5 city of Clinton. 

Sec. 3. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shall take effect and be in 

2 force from and after its publication in the Iowa State Register and the Des Moines Leader, 

3 newspapers published in the city of Des Moines, Iowa, without expense to the state. 
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