
HOUSE FILE No. 184- BY NABSTEDT. PUBLIC HEALTH. 

A BII^L. 
FOR AN ACT TO REQUIRE CITIES TO CREATE ORDINANCES REGULATING PLUMB-

ING AND HOUSE DRAINAGE, TO PROVIDE FOR A BOARD OF EXAMINERS, TO 

BE KNOWN AS THE EXAMINING AND SUPERVISING BOARD OF PLUMBERS, 

TO REGULATE THE DUTIES OF SAID BOARD, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES 

FOR VIOLATION THEREOF. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. That every city in the state having underground sewers or cess pools shall 

2 pass ordinances regulating the tapping of said sewers and cess pools; regulating house drain-

3 age and plumbing; creating a board for the examination of plumbers, to be known as the 

-4 Examining and Supervising Board of Plumbers; to provide for an inspector of plumbing. Said 

5 board shall consist of the followiug five persons: A member of the local board of health, the 

6 city engineer, the chief plumbing inspector, a master plumbei of not less than five years' 

7 active and continuous business experience, and a journeyman plumber of not less than five 

8 years' active and continuous practical experience. 

9 The mayor and local board of health shall make said appointments and shall regulate 

10 the length of term each, member shall serve. They shall fill all vacancies occurring in the 

11 Examining and Supervising Board of Plumbers ; appointments to said vacancies to be for the 

12 unexpired term of the member whose place is filled. In the eve at there is no local board of 

13 health the mayor shall appoint a resident physician on said examining and supervising board. 

14 In the event there is no city engineer, the mayor shall appoint any officer having charge of 

15 plumbing, drainage or sewerage or in any other way connected with the sanitary welfare of 

16 such city. 

Sec. 2. The Examining and Supervising Board of Plumbers herein created shall examine 

2 and pass upon all persons now engaged in the business of plumbing, whether as a master 

3 plumber, employing plumber or journeyman plumber, in their respective cities, and all per-

4 sons who may hereafter wish to engage in the business of plumbing as master plumber, 

& employing plumber or journeyman plumber within their respective jurisdictions, and also all 

6 persons who may apply for the office of plumbing inspector. They shall issue a license to 

7 such persons only as shall successfully pass a required examination. They shall also register 
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8 in a book kept for that purpose the names and places of business of all persons to whom a 

9 plumbers license is issued. They shall not issue license for more than one year, but the same 

10 shall be renewed from year to year upon proper application. 

Sec. 3. Each applicant for examination for plumbers' license shall pay to such pergon as 

2 the Examining and Supervising Board of Plumbers may designate to receive the same, the 

3 sum of $5 for each master plumber examined, the sum of $1 for each journeyman plumber 

4 examined, which fees may be used by said board to defray any of its legitimate expenses, the 

5 residue, if any, to be paid over to the treasurer of the city in which said board shall operate. 

6 Members of the Examining and Supervising Board of Plumbers shall receive no compensation 

7 for their services on said board. Said license shall not be transferable, and said examination 

8 and examination fee shall not be required of the same person more than once. 

Sec. 4. In selecting the first, or chief inspector of plumbing herein provided for, the 

2 mayor shall act with the other four members of said board above specified. After said inspector 

3 of plumbing shall have been chosen he shall become the fifth member of the Examining and 

4 Supervising Board of Plumbers in place of the mayor. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That license shall not be issued to any person or firm to 

2 carry on, or to work at the business of plumbing, or to act as inspector of plumbing, until he 

3 or they shall have appeared before the Examining and Supervising Board for examination 

4 and registration, and shall have successfully passed the required examination. Every firm 

5 carrying on the business of plumbing shall have at least one member who is a practical 

6 plumber. 

Sec. 6. Any person, whether as master plumber, employing, or journeyman plumber, 

2 engaged in working at, or conducting the business of plumbing without license, as provided 

3 in this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall pay a fine of not 

4 less than twenty or more than two hundred and fifty dollars. 

Sec. 7. All laws or parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
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