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J± BILL 
FOR AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE T H E TSE OF T H E VOTTiVi AND VOTE-COUNTING 

MACHINE, KNOWN AS T H E AMERICAN YOTOOWAPH, IN ELECTIONS OF 

T H I S STATE, PRESCRIBING T H E MANNER OF ITS CSE, AND TO PROVIDE 

FOR AN O F F I C I A L TEST OF T H E SAME. 

B E IT ENAOTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SECTION 1. That at all elections hereafter to be held in this state, it shall be lawful to 

"2 use the voting and vote-counting machine known as the American Votograph, instead of any 

3 other system of voting, or counting, or canvassing of votes. 

SEO. L\ At any and all elections where the said votograph shall be used, the general 

2 statutes governing* elections of the state shall be in force and observed, except as herein 

3 specially provided. 

SEC. 3. In all cases where the said votograph is adopted and used, it shall, when in use, 

2 be protected by a booth formed by an opaque screen, in such manner that the key-board of 

3 the machine shall be concealed from the view of every one except the voter using it. 

SEO. 4. It shall be the duty of the township clerk, town recorder or city clerk, as the case 

2 may be, at least one day previous to the day of election, to prepare the said votograph for use, 

3 by placing in their proper places on the key-board thereof, plainly printed labels, designating 

4 the different party tickets, the offices-to be filled, and the names of the candidates for said 

5 offices, to conform as nearly as may be with the positions of the corresponding names on the 

6 regular official (Australian) ballot in use at the same election in adjacent precincts of the 

7 same city, town or township. Different colored labels shall be used to designate or distin 

8 guish the different party tickets; and these colors, and the party to which each appertains, 

i) and other necessary information, shall be briefly but plainly given on printed placards, to be 

10 procured and posted in conspicuous places about the polling place where said votograph 

11 is to be used by the said township or city clerk, or town recorder, or his deputy, on the morn-

12 ing of the day of election. Under each key in the machine below the key-board, there shall be 

13 placed upon its appropriate cylinders, one of the ribbons of paper furnished with the machine, 

14 and numbered from one to one thousand consecutively: and upon the margin of each of said 

15 ribbons nearest the unit figure, there shall have been previously written, or printed, the name 

16 of the candidate, and the office for which he is running, to correspond with his name, and 



17 office, and party, as indicated on the key-board immediately above. And these papers shall 

18 be set at figure one (1). 

SEC. 5. It shall be the duty of the judges of election to carefully inspect the votograph 

2 on the morning of election, and previously to the opening of the polls, to determine that the 

3 labels and the ballots are ail correctly printed or written, and placed, and to correct any 

4 errors discovered. 

SEC. 6. The judges of election, or either of them may give verbal instructions to the voter 

2 while he is in the booth if he shall desire it; but said instructions shall extend no further than 

3 to the proper use of the keys, the party colors and the closing of the cover of the machine 

4 when the ballot has been prepared. 

SEC. 7. The time of each voter in the booth shall be limited to one minute. 

SEC. 3. After he has prepared his ballot, the voter shall close the cover of the machine, 

2 and immediately vacate the booth; but if he shall neglect or refuse to so close the said cover 

3 the judge of elections whose duty it shall be made by lot to attend to the lever attached to 

4 said cover and who shall occupy a position immediately in the rear of the machine and booth, 

5 shall close the same for him. After one voter shall have retired from the booth, the last 

6 mentioned judge of elections shall again open the said cover before another voter is admitted. 

SEC. 9. When the polls are closed the keyboard of the machine shall be lifted off by the 

2 judges of election, and the last, or highest numbers upon the ribbons of the paper cancelled, or 

3 scored, under the respective candidates' names shall be deemed the total number of votes 

4 cast for said candidates, and from these the returns of the election shall be made at once, and 

5 in manner and form as provided by the general election law. When the said numbers are all 

6 taken off or copied from the ribbons of paper as aforesaid, the cutter lever at the rear of the 

7 machine shall be unlocked and the said ribbons of paper shall be severed therewith, after 

S which the ballots shall be taken from the machine and .preserved in the same manner as is 

9 provided for the preservation of the (so-called) Australian ballots. 

SEC 10. Be it further enacted that a public test of said American votograph shall be 

2 made under the auspices and direction of the executive council of the governor, or of a com-

3 mittee, or agents to be by said council appointed, at a date and in a voting precinct to be 

4 selected by said council, at a regular election. Prorideri, however, that the said services of said 

5 officers or their agents shall be without compensation; and, prorideri further, that the machine 

6 to be used in making said test shall be furnished free of charge for such purpose, by the owners 

7 or controllers thereof. 

SEC. 11. Any person violating any of the provisions of this act, or any election officer, 

2 seeking by neglect of his official duty, or by other act, to defeat the purpose hereof, shall be 

3 deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not 

4 exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not more 

5 than six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court. 
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