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FOR AN AOT TO ESTABLISH A UNIFORM SYSTEM: OF TEXT BOOKS FOR USE IN '1'HE 

OOMM:ON SOHOOLS OF THE STA'l'E OF lOW A AND TO REDUOE THE 008T OF 'rHE 
-'" ,-' " - ',", :--1-">'- -

3AME; DEFINING 'rHE DUTIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS NAMED THEREIN, AND , . 

PROVluING CER'1'AIN PENALTIE8 FOR A VIOLA'rlON OF THE :PROVISIO~S 

THEREOF: , 
, 

Be it enacted by the General AssemQly of the State ollo'Wa: , . , , 
, 

, , 

" , , , 

SEOTION l. 
• 

That the state educational board of examiner~ shILll constitute a commission 
, ' 

2 'for the purpose of making a selection, for use in the common scbools of this state, of lL serjf;ls 

3 of school text books in the following branches of stndy, nanlely: , 

4 Spelling, reading,. arithmetic, geography, English grammar, physiology,' hi~t\)ry 6f the 
, - - .. 

• , 
5 . United States, and a graded series of writing books. " , 

, 

6 '1'he speller to be equal in size and quality to 8houp's spelling Pook; readers to s.tandard 
. -' . 

7 readers; arithmetics to Greenleaf's; geographies to Harper's. or Nil!;l's; grammaril to Harvey'Jl; 

8 history to Swinton's; physiology to Steele's; copy books.to Spencerian copy books, . " 
, - - - . , -

, 

SEO. 2. The said commission shall, on the tal):ing effect of this act, adv!;lrtisein such new~, 
, , . 

2 papers as they may designate,fol'.a period of six weeks, that at a time and placf;l/ixf;ld in sait} 

• 

. , 

• , 

I 

• 
• 

, " . 
" ' . 

• 

3 notice, not later than six months after the first pnblication thereof,the commission wW 

4 receive sealed proposals on the following: 
• 

5 First. From puhlishersof school. te:xt books for furnishing books to t,he school- boards of. 
- -, - -' " ,_ .. ' - '- - , 

6 districttownships or. independent districts in the.tate of Iowa for a period of five years.; 
, '" - - , , 

, . 
.. 7 . stating specifically in such bid the price at which each bOOk will be furnished apd accom- . 

, ,'" '-, ,-' ',- - -',' ,- , ' " , _ . 
. 

8 panying such bid with specimen copies of each and all of said buoks. • 
-,,' -' 

.~ . . Second. From. autl;lOrs 0.1' owners o.f lllan uscript of books not published, and .. the price 
, . 

• 

10. ILnd terms for which. tl;18y will sell thesameand the copyright there.of. Prwvided, that al~ 
, -,' I ' , - • 

11 bids by publishers hereinpro.vided for must be accompanied 
, 

by bond in the sum oLtift, 
,- , .. .. ' 

12 thousand dollars, approved by the governor of this statll, a.nd c.ouditio.ned .that the bidd@J' 
, - . 

13 shan fulfill his contract to the satisfaction of the commission, and pTQvided, f)l.rther, that no 
, 

14 hid shall he considered unless acco.mpanied by the affidavit of thepub,lisher. that he is no.t a 
- ' " - , , ,-, -

15 party to. any trustor syndicate to prevent the benefits ofcOlllpet.ition. 
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17 a part of such books and to accept the same as to the residue thereof. 
/ 

SEC, 3,. It shall be the duty of such commission to meet at the time and place mentioned 
, - ,- . 

2 .in said notice, and open and examine all sealed proposals received in pursuance of the pub-
• 

3 . lishednotice, and determine nnder which of said proposals th~ school' books could' be fur-
. 

4nished to the people of the state, at'the lowest pric~;taking into consideration the sIze, 
, , " , -- " '. ,,'------, ' 

, " ,-- , ,- , . - -' ,,' - .' -
.'. ...•. .' 5 . quality, material and subject matter of such books. 

':" ,.-- " · I:.· ; SEo.4. S~id c6ll1nlission shallnotcontractwith anyone for such books atpricesin ex.cess . 

.•.•••••...•...... "2 of the f~llowing, iudludlng chl1rges ,for carriage and deli~erYtothe several county superin-
, 

- - ,-

'i-'·! .... · -', ',"_' ", ,. , " --
" ,-,- """ ,-- --',', - ',. '-, -i", ... , ___ . ___ " ... '. __ __ ,'" 

· 3 : tendents of the state : . . . 

'---'/:.!:: """ " .... ',." •.. 1" ,,~ _ :':, '_'_':.: .::' __ '" -" 

4 .' Spelling book, .15 cen.t~ .. 
"-" ' 

:: : :'- '-: 
5 First reader, 10 cents. 

:< :' 
'c,--.. . . 

.. ' 6 Second reader, 15 cents . 
, 

'., -, 

.-)', :,,':'_,_: " i,:;. , __ ;,.,' , - , , - , 
" " " , , :. . - '- - -- -- .. -

. " '. ._' ;_1, .... -,. , ' , " 
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,,::., . 7 
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Third reader, 25.cents .. 
· . . 
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10 ....• '.' Arithmetic, Intermediate, 35 cents. 
'" ' . ' 

. . 
,-:,-",;". 

If" 

12 

• • • , . 
'.'" ",,:"'->' "';';-',~- ,,:, ',." ,--,,' '-
" Arithmetic, C()mplete;45'i:lsn ts. . ..... . , , 

Geography, Elementary, 35 cents::' •. 
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. ' "'14: " GdLl'll l'llar, Elementaiy,30c611ts. > 
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15 Gr~rtllll ar,061l1plete, 50cen'ts. ". 
, ;-, 

: IlistoiY of" theU n'ited States, 65 cen.ts.·· 
-',', '-

. ".' 

.--" - •• _,'--, ;. '-,--,-'- -j",' 

:"Oopybooks;6 centseaeh,' ...... " " .' 
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. SEC. 5. If, on examination of sUClhproposals,'the comrhiSSlonllh()uld be 6£ th~bpini()n 

··'2 '!thatsuch b()okscouldbe fn'J:nished cheaper by procuiingabdpllblishin'g'mariusCtipt~ of ariy 
, " , 

': S'()r all of said books, it shaU'thenbetheir dlltyto"advertisef6rseiled propo,salS for 'the pl:tbIi-
· . 

• 
• _'_,,',' ',:;" ",_,', ',)C-' , _: " - '"'' ''', ,',-' :,_i -,' '- ,:-_" '-:,! :-:-,'.'" ' ':3-,'_---,,~ ___ .",', -:, ,:'-

4" 'Caticni of said manuscti pta and providefOdhe com pensatioll of theowriet' arid publisher bf 

· 5 said manuscript .. 
, ' , -.. ' -

, - " .' . 
, ' " , -

, 
--'_:,'-' - , , - , " - , ,. ,- -, 

--'.""-
. 
'-' -

.. 
,-:- ')' ..... -- - , . SEd. 6, Itshal1\>ethe duty of aUpElrsoris 

, . , ' . , ' 

awardedcoritradts urider this act to file with 

~'each county superintendent in>thestatea specimen copy of the book: oibooks tol:;~ fur' 
, - - " , . . . 

. " ' - .' -" , 
_ ... ~',"_: _ ,,___ :,'_ _, ' __ , "_,, '__ ,',,,,,: .. , ' _ -" _ '" -,'., _, " :,' ___ ', :',,: I,' 

:. '3"nished, and if [J.uycontractor shallfllruish any booKsinferioJ' ordiffehint lri quality frorii 

;,4;~jjchspedllleti cbpiesheshall forfeit Ii is contractaildbelia,bleO'nhiabohd for ~llyldsS o()ca~ 
, .. ' 

>·,"~~iHhed·'thefeby. '. . .... . .... ' ..... . . '. '. . .•. .... ' , ".' .. ,,'.-,: ",-.... ,.,-'-,,'----.'-,-'- "-"-- ',.,'--_:_'.'-: :! i';,', .. ,,,,'.,,'- "., .' 

_' _ " .... ', _J __ 

'. ........ ·<,·"sio. +;' Itfihail'beanexptes;stipulatiotiin~v~r'y()cint(act rha'deinpllfsuanCedfthi~. 
. . 

<,:-- ',,-, 
, '. , - -, -,' - " -,-, \- ", \ ,: ,:, -, ,';. - _ .,' ;'- ',-.' -. '. -::' :':':-" ,; '" -'\; "'; _,,,.-.<' i" ';" ,',,::,,', '-", -' . " _". _ - -. ' 

'2 act, that the state df'Jdwa'shallh6tbeliable' for. ahysllilltO ahycoIit"actor'hereimder, ariil 

S . such contractors shall receive their compensation solely from the proceeds of sales aspro.-

<,-',-..' 
• 

-~-~';-,<,:'" 
;:,-,,--,-, -

-., - , -:' -,'" ',:' 
- ',/-:,'-'.", 
.,' :, "--,<: ' ' " .. 
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," - ,'- .".- ' , , "'- -, .' 
,"-;. " ,-,---\,-, ,. --'- ',-- " '"-,c;,_._,,,_, __ - "'-" ',-
, ' '-'--<'''' - , -" ,,--- - -- ,:' :, :-.,;": .. -", "'.'-: -', ' 
, .'."'- ~:::'.':;.: ;': ;~:,._:, .',:'::'._':.":-:' c. , -, :-- : :,--.<,-;-,: "" :"-
"":,\>:','.''-,,'::>:-'''-.:,::':,-''_''_, .•. '_ ,'_,-,i-__ _ --

, . .--"-.-,,.,;.'''.''.'''-''-'-'<'''~''-"''-' --

act.· .. , ' " '" "-, 

., . < ,. . .' '. . ,.' 
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• 

". " SEQ. 8. As soon as such cotnpaissiolJ, shall hf1veeutered into any .contract for the furnisn-
-, -. -, 

• 

2. ing .Df schoDl books,· it .sh:;tll be the duty of the governor to . issue his. proclamation announc" 
'-. . -'. '-. -'",-,'" ,'-, 

·3. jng such fact, and within thirty d:;tys thereafter and at snch other times as [nay be necessary 
• 

,4 theschoDl boards' in the ,several districts shall certify. tD the conrty. sllperintendent .of their 
", .. 

. ,5, respective. cDuntiestr!e ,number and kind .of text-books required in their district.. Such . 
-, - - - -- ,'- .' _. , .. ,.' - ',' 

• 

·6 .. cDunty.superiritendentshaJJfDrthwith make.r~qnisitionfDr the bODks, required upon the 811-
. ' '. ' - -- --. . .' . . 

·7 .. perintendent. .of public' instruction, w hD . s.hall imm(jdiately order said . books. from. the con-
- ,- . . 

• 

,.8 .. tractor,and said contractor shall within ,ninety days ship .the b.ook8 so ordered directly to the 
• , --, . • ,_ I' . , 

9 oeveral cDunty snperintendents.UpDnreceipt of. such bODks such co.unty .snperintendents 
. - ',-',,',.'. ,--

. . 

10, ,shall 1mmediately nDtify all secretaries of sehoo.1boards ~o immediately .take charge of books 
- ' - " , ", -',-

11 . assigned tD their several districts, aud,he shall take. their. several receipts therefor.. O,l~ r~-

12, (leipt .of said bci.oks by such secretary of 8ch.ool board, pe shall furnishthem,.on AeUlatld ()f 
.. 

·13 the school patrons Dr schoDI children of his district, at the contract price fixed by the coW-.. -" "-"-':' ... , 

14. missiDn; and said schoofofficerssl:tall have the, power to selhaidbooks for cash op,l,y:, aud if 

15 ,they"hDnld sell any books other than. fDr the cash price theysJ::taU be liablepersonally:., and 
, .' -',' , - .' .. --, """'.\,' '", 

. l60n. their official bond therefor. J ': • 
" ,;,~ 

. 
<'-: , . 

. 
SEC. 9. Whenever, in the judgmeritof the board of directors of any school,district, .. there , ' . - , ,.' ,-'.,,-,'.' , 

· 2. . are indigent children or children Dfindigent parents in thelrdiRtricts, suchchildren,may be . '.-. --'--' 

3. fnrnished with snch school text-books free .of cost, .and .the board. is authorized,t{)det;ll-)" op. 

A> the.GDntingent fund to pay for the sa)l1e .. ". , 

, " -

. . 

. SEC. 10. . N othiug in this act shall prevent tbe several schDol hoards orth'estate commis-
- ..... '-'_.---,,-,,' ".' 

• 

2 sion from making arrangements fDr the sale or exe-hange or other distributiDn oisuch 
. 

3 bODks as may be owned by the pupils at the time of the taking effect of' this act. 

SEC. 11. At the expiration .of three months after the receipt of such books frDm the connty . 

2 superintendent, and every three months thereafter, it shall be the duty of each secretary .of 
. 

3 the schonl board receiving books under this act, to report under oath tD the connty superin-

4 tendent the number .of books sold, the amDunt .of money received therefor, and shall pay 

5 over all moneys cDllected from such sales, and retnrn all books unsold to said county super· 

· 6 intendent, and in case of the failure of any secretary of such SChDOI board to make such re- . 

7 ports, he shall be liable on his official bond for an acconnting, and it shall be the duty of the 

8 county superintendent tD institute suit for the recovery .of such' moneys in the name of the 
, 

9 county. 

SEC. 12. It shall be'the dnty .of the several county. 8uperintencents within thirty days 
• 

2 from the issuing of the proclamation. by the governor to enter into a bond in a sum eqnal to 
• 

• 

\ 

, 

'. . 

· 3 one hundred dollars for eachthousand inhabitants in their respective counties, as sho'wn by , 
! 

4 last preceding cBllsns, said bond to be apprDved by the board of supervisDrs and conditioned 

5 . in the honest and fnl'! accounting for all moneys and bookswhicl:i may CDme intD their hands , 

6 under.theprovisiDns ofthisact. 
. , 

" 

-:,.', 
, --,,,-:; 

, . - . . 
•. ,. ..," _ ,-' __ .. -.. _' .•.• --.... ,.,-_._-,_. __ , __ , . .,c,,'., .-.,,-'~ .. '. ,.,. ,,,.,,' •• -;-.' ••.. -....•.• --.-.••. -.,-..... ,-........ __ .. ',_C,,-,'.-,-.' _':.-_,·_.-,_" __ u.-.. o'-. .• '_·,-." .. o,,-,·_·_.'_ :. ","" __ ,, .-_.", •• __ .. , ••• "".-_ •• ,'.--,,,-., 'C"''''-''''''''" • ... ". ".' ,,,., •• "" • __ ... ',' __ -_.'_ -, , __ -_ 0> , 
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-,~'-: . -'" "",- .", ,- - , '-.< ... iCC i, i" i' SEO. 1'3. iEachcoritij)yis\1Perint~ndeiitinthis state, 'within [ten, days iafterthequarterly re-

, ." -: 

:--:,,:-, ' 'storof all hooks sold in hi~county by the schoolioificersthereClf, ·accompaniedby·aHcash te-
'-' , , , , . 

"4 'i'ceiv-edhy him fOfsllch' books/and 'adllplicate' ofsllchrepott shaU:j)efiled in·.the. office .of tne 
'" , 

··i· ...•... "f; 'countyauditOt ... ' 011 the fail ute of such countysuperinteIident' to makesuchreportandtran$- . 
- , , , ' 

- "--, 

6 ····'mit 'the cash' ~s·· require'dby' this 'section, '.' ariglitof' action !shall '. accrue to . the ,cOntractor, 
, '.' - -

...•.•.•.•.•..... ,f"'iagains~ 8uch'sllperintelldellt anuthe 'stiretiesonhis bondAorthe recovery of moneys not ac-
""" , 

.... , ..... 'If) 'cou.ntedfor or tranSlnitted, and ahyda.magesresuiting"andsaid~udglllentlllayjnclude.,a. 
1,:':'-'- . 

> .' "ll' "reasoriableattorney fee for the pt'osecu tion of such ,suit. ... •. • . "'-" , " -, , ,", i -' 

0' (" 
--, 
;,> .. ' ' 
.. ,,' -.' ' , " 

Ifanyschoolof!icer shaH demand or securef'orany 'book 'lllol'etb.antheccontract 
; ',:', 

, .' '. ·'2 'ptlce fo'rschodlbook:s,he shaUbe deemed guiltytjf,amisdemeanor;and onconyjctionithereDi 

'-', , 

"-,",' '. -- ,,- ,'-...... . 
, -'.-'.,'-" 

" '; ,: -,' . '4)'iiotto~xceed sixby da-ys,' . , . " 
- -- ' 

,-'-, " 
'- -' ," 'I .'-" ".'.' --'" "", ,","-,, 

. , 

. . 
• 

. L' i,"',) Sli6.'15 .. Airy school officetwhO .shall ifraudulentlY't>1il ol"Tefuseat -the. expiration, of biS. 
( , '. , -' 

'-'-:': , , . . . ' '\ -

ljl"/'t6tni6f office,npOn' dnenotiee, to'paY'over3lud,deliver to the person 'byda'wentitled,thereto, , '-' 

. . ., -' , 

-- '," ",- , ' "'-' --, 
-- , .' S all moneys or bookswhicb have come into his handsby'theprovisiiJps.lier,eof, '.shall b~ 

-- - ' 'ij."lfeemedguilty of empezzleme'titand punished 'accordingly; •. 
. . , 

. 
-"'-: , , f _'" '.' , • 

-',-',- - " 
" -- .. , ' 

--" , 
" "-, .-

The sum Of five thousanddol%rs, ontofthe funds of the stabe 'treasury-not other-
• • • • 

'- . , 

, ' .. 'g, 'Jwise appropriated, is he~eby appropriated ,for carryin'g'outthe provisions oJthis.a.ck., ..... 
,,',--' '" -' , 
"-"', -

SEC .• 17. : This act boing deemed of immediate ',importance shall itakeeifect'cHuand"atter . 
, " , . , 

-'2 "'itspliblication., •...• ,. ' 
. . , , ! 
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