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RAPH TE.LEPHONESAND •. ' 
., , . '. . . 
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A BILL 
, 

FOR:AN AOT TO EMPOWER AND REQUIRE THE BOARD 'OF' RAILROAD OOMMISSIONERS,i, ., a .• ,.' 
" 

, 

TO ADOPT AND FIX MAXIMUM OHARGES FOR SERVIOESRENDERED BY 
, 

PRESSOOMPANIES, TELEPHONE OOMPANIES, AND TELEGRAPH 

AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR DISREGARDING SUOH RATES. • 

• 

Be # enacted by the General.A.8se';'bly of the State of1owa: 

.' SECTION 1. 
, . " 

The board of railroad commissioners of this state are hereby empowered and I'eq ui,red tQ! 
, ." . 

'. 

2 take' general supervi$ioll, of express companies, telephone companies and telegraph Jompan,ies, and 

3 h'ave and exercise all the power~ in relation tbereto, as are by law gi ven them iuregard.to railroads. , 
'S 9 EO. .:.J, It shall oe tbe duty of said board to make a schedule of maximum rates to be charged byex. 

2 . press companies, telephone companies and telegraph companie~for services l"endered by ther!l and for ~es~ag~s' 
• 

3 sent by telegraph or telepbone companies,.and for property transferred by express'. compauies, and 

4 all sncb companies doing business in this siate of such rates, and furnisb them ,a schedule ihereof. 

, '..' . 
SE~. 3. Each express company, telegraph company or telephone company doing business in this 

2 shall keep posted in a conspicious place in eacb of its offices a scbedule of rates charged for servites ren 
• 

. 
3 dered by it, whic!' shall not exceed tbe rates fixed by tbe board of ... ilroad commissioners. '. 

SEC. 4. Tbe board of railroad commissioners may make such cbanges in j:he rates fixed by them asin 

2· ,their judgment may seem i'ight". 

, 

SEC. 5. If.any corporation or cOlllpany subject to the pl'ovisions of tbis act' refuses to pedorm all,(' 
, '. " . .. 

2 services p'l'operly l'e~lllired of it fo r . the rate .fixed by the bo~rd of' railroad comrnissione!'s or shaH cl~al;ge,.\'--j 

'3 demand. or recei ve a gl'ei.ttet' <;10m 1?ensatioll tor any dispatch· 01' telephone ll\eSsage or tOt' tl'ansporti'ng' 
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S 

pl"Opel'tJ' 
. 

than the rate fixed by said c(ill1missiollers, 01' sl~all violate any.of' the pI'ovi~ions of' this act~":c 

shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall also be liable to the party from whom snch 

tion is receiv.ed 01' demanded. For all damages he may sustain thereby and fot' a penalty of ten dollars', 

each offence and a reasonable attorney's fee to be fixed by the court in which the actioll is pending to 

cover such penalty, to be taxed as a part of the eostsin the ease, 
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