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A Slt:L 
F6R AN AUT '1'0 LEGALIZE THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF HUPERVI-

. VISORS OF JOHNSON COUNTY, IOWA, IN LOCATING AND CAU8ING TO BE 

CONSTRUCTED A DITCH IN FREMONT TO\-VNSHIPIN 8AID OOUNTY,KNOWN 

AS T!IE ALCOCK DITCH, ANDTOPROVIDE FOR AN A88ESSMENT AND LEVY 

OF THE C08TS AND ~JXPli~Ns~;s THEREOF ON THE LANDS BffiNEFinm .. 

THERl!JBY . 

. WHEREAS, The proceedings of. the boatd of supervisors of• Johnson county, Iowa, in the·. 

2 years 1882, '83, '84, in respect to.the location aud construction of a ditch; known as !he Alcock 

3 . ditch, in Fremont township, Johnson county;dowa, and in assessing and levying the costs:: 

4 and expenses thereof on the: land benefited thereby, ·are claimed to be invalia, because .. said : 

5 · proceedings. do not show upon their face that said ditch was petitionf'd for by a majority of . 

6 persons resident in the county. and. owning laud adjacent to.sn.ch ditch; anl because, a~ it is 

'i :claimed, such majmity did not h:) fact petition therefor, and b.ecause of afailnre to serve notice 

8 of the pendency of such prooeedings,as provided by law; andforirreg\lla.ritiP.sin letting the ·, 

9 contract for the 11onstruction of said:ditch; and. benause such ditch is not necessary; an.d be. 

10 Muse of other irregularities and informalities, as alleged, in the proceediugs of the board of 

11· supervisors in locating and constructing· said ditch; and .in 'the .assessment. and levy of the. 

12 costs and expenses thereof ; and 

13 WHEREAS, On a writ or writs of certiorari, issued out of the oircuit con;r.t of.Johnson .oomJtY; 

14 on. the petition ofsuridry ·owners ofland in said ~onnty, assessed for the•costs,of saidditoh, 

15. the assessment of the lands of .sa.id petitioners have·been;b.y a jndgmel)t ,of:sai.d court and. of· 

16 the.cirouit court oflowa; adjudged invalid; and set aside; anrl,• · 

17 WHEREAS, 'The collection of the tax levied, or attempted· to ;be,lev.ied, ,py the .. sai,d ;bonr(L of • 

18, supervisors on the lines adjacent,to said ditch .. has.been enjoined.l;ly,the circuit qonrt {){John· 

Hi son county, Iowa, in sundry cases; and . . 

20 W:aEREAs,.The said ditch .was ;constructed nnde.r.and in, in~rf!U!tnce oOhe said prdei:,.and• ,· 

21 proceedings of the said board·of ~upervisors; 11nd, under. con tracts en tered;intonnd~Jr· the,same; i . 
• 

22 •· and on the faith .thereof; and 

2a WHEREAS; Theauditor.of :Johnson conntyissued certaiU:warrimtsfor.the:cost,.anfl el'Pe,nse~; • 

24 of1ocatingand constructing said ditch•;.and 
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. - W')' w J~I!~h Iri ~uncirYsnits bronghtnpou Home of ~aid warrants in the district coilrt6fJdhn: · . 

26 . county, Iowa, against· said county, jndgment has been r'enderedfor the deftmdant,and said· 

27 warrants-held to be invalicl, and the eonntynolliable therefor; a.nri 

.28 WHEREAS, 'flip said warrants were issned in g<)Od f;lith ancl for· a valnahlt< e nsideration, 

29 · basei upon the said order and IJru<:e<Jdinga of the said board of <'H!Jervisors; tla·refor\1, 

Be it onaoted by the Gmeral Asstmbly of the State of Io.wa: · 

tiEo'l'roN L That the procPedingsof tlw hnardof,~upprvisors of Johmm1 ('Ounty, Iown, in 

2 the years :882, '8R, '84, in respect to the location and con~truotion of a ditch, known as the· 

3 Alcock ditch, in ~·remont township, Johnson county, Iowa, including the orders of the said 

4 board of supervisors for the location and const1 notion of said ditch, thll letting and making- -. 
. - - . . . ! 

5 of co.ntracts therefor, the order or orders for i8suing warrants for paylllent for work done and 

6 expenses of said location and construetio11 and th<;J warrants issued therefor by the anditor'of . 
' . • I - • ' 

7 Johnson county, be and the same are hei·eby legalized, and shall be held and decreed valid 

8 and effectual to the same extent and effect hl all respects as to the ~aid proceedings as if the 

9. s_ame had fully conformed to the law when taken; and ~aifl ditch as actually ·c.onstrnded 8lJall 

10 be held to be a lawful ditch; and all provisim1s of the law applicable to a ditclr eonstruded, 

11 under chapte1· 2, title 10 of the code, and the amendments thereto, shall apJJIY to the said 

12 ditch. 

SEc. 2. _ The board of supervisors ofJohnson countyshall,_attheir last meeting next to. the · 

2 ~expiration of 30 days from the taking pffet:t of this act, proceed to m-certain.mJ"w the total 

· 3 nmonnt of the costs and expenses of the c()mtruction of said ditch,inclndJnil interest acerueiJ -· 

4 and to accrue onthe excess of the amount of·a1ly J]noaid warrants·issned for payment for 

5 ·work do.ne or expenRes in locating and constructing said rlitch ovei,and above. the amonut' 

fi_ of moneyapplicable to such payments now in the hands of the treasnrPr of Johnson county, 

7 · including the casts and expenses- of the proceerlings in locating and constructing said ditch 

8 (exclusive of any expense o.rcost of litigation in reference then<to). The ~aid ,boa1·d. shllll rf· 

9 apportion and reassess said amounts so aseertained amqng the, and upon the lands, iu said · 

-10 county benefited by the locat-ion and construction of t_he said ditch in proportion to the· 

11 amount of benefit to the said lands respectively. Said board shall take a_s.the basis for said · 

12 apportionment and- reassessmimt the list or schedule of lands_ in ~aid county heretofore 
. . . 

13 assessed by them for said ditch as beuefited _thereby; but all persons interested in or bene' 

14 fited by said assessments shall have the right .to appear. and be heard before ~aid board in re- • . 

. 15 . spect to said appo.rtionments and assessments, and the 'said board shall on such hearings make 

16 such changes, both in respect to. the lands to. be assessed and the. amounts to be assessed· 

17 thereon respectively,as· in their .judgm~nt may be necessary'to.niake such apportionments_ 

18 and assessme1lts just and eqnitab]~>. Ou the completion ofsaid apportionments and reassess-· 

19 ments all the provisions of lawRpplicable to tipportismments and assessments ma~Ieunderand • 



-:-.3-

20 'uy virtue of chapter 2, of title 10 of the code, and tJie nmentlments tht~r¢to in reJSpect to the 
'- -·- . 

21 mode of levy and collection and applir.ation of the proceeds there<>f and appeals .therefrom, 

:!] ohall apply to the Faid reassessments hert>by directed, providedth,at the owners of any lands 

21l· so a~sessed shall be entitled to credit upon tb~ir.reas essnient for any payments made and not 

24 refunded upon any prP-vious assessmimt, or assumed to be made upon said land,ior or ()11 ac

~5 (:ount of the construetion of said levy;' and provided further, that \Vhtm any previouA assess· 

· 26 ment made by the said board of supervisors againBt any of said land to pay for ·the construc-

27 tion of said ditch has been paid in full, the midland shall not be reassessed for said ditch. 

s.o. :l. This act, being deemed of irnrnediateimportance, shall take effect from and after 

. 2 its publication in. the "Iowa Stahl Prel's," a news raper published at Iowa City, Iowa, and in 

3. the" Des Moines Leader," a newspaper published at.Des.Moines, Iowa, such publication to be 

4 without expense to the state. 


