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BY STEWART.] [HOUSE FILE No. 140.--'--TEXT~BOOKS. 

AI;3ILL. 
FOR AN ACT.CREATING ABOARD OF TEXT-BOOK COMMISSIONERS, DEFINING THEIR 

DU'l'IES AND PROVIDING FOR SECURING BIDS I<'OR AND APPROVING TEXT:

BQOKS FOR USE IN CERTAIN OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS .OF THE S'l'ATE OF IOWA, · 

AND PROVIDING FOR 'l'HEIR ADOPTION AND DIS'l'IUBUTION, AND DEFINJNG 
. . 

. . 

THE DUTIES OF CEitTAJN OFFICERS HljiRElTNDER. 

Be it enacted by tbe Geneml Assembly ~fthe State of Iowa: 

·SECTION. 1. 'l'hat the superintendent .of public instruction, the president of the state imi-
. . 

2 'versity and the president ofthe state normal school, together w1th the executive council; are 
. . . . '• ,· . ' ·• . 

3 hereby constituted a state text-book commission forthe purpose of securing bids for andcap-

4 proving text-books for use ineertain o~ th~ public schools of the state ofiowa. 

SEc. 2. Said commission shall, immediately upon the taking effect of this act, and every 

2 five 'years thereafter, advertise for twenty-one consecutive clays in two daily papers ·having 
. - _- . ' . - . 

3 a large and extended circulation and published in this state, and in one newspaper of general 
. . . 

. 4 ci-.;culation published in each of .the cities of N;ew York, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Chicago and 

5 St. Louis, that at a time and pla~e to be fixecl in said notice riot later.than six months from the 

6 first publication thereof, said text-book commission will. receive seal.ed proposals for supply- . 

· 7 . ing text-books for use in certain of the public schools inthe state of. Iowa, for the period of 

8 five years, from and after the first clay of January succeeding the acceptance of a:ny bid. 

U Each bid shall be accompanied by a bond in the penal sum of fifty thousand dollars, if the ... 

. 10 . bidder wishes t 0 bid upon the whole series of text-books, ·or ten thousand dollars for each· 

11 b1'anch thereof, should he desire to bid upon only a part of said series, and having freehold . 

12 security, to be approved by the governor of the state, conditioned that if any contract be 

· 1.3 awarded him hereunder, he will enter into a contract to perform, and that he will perform 
. . 

' ' . . 
. 14 the conditions of his bid to the-satisfaction of said text-book commission and in full accord 

15. with the provisions of this act and said b6nd shall·be in full force during.-the time of Sf!,id con-

16 ·tract. .:He shall also file with said commission, at least thirty days before the day set for open-

17 ind said bids, seven copies of each of the books. upon which he intends to bid. Said texHooks 

18 shall be of the kind, grade and size directed bysaicl text~ book commission; they shall be .· 

19 known as "The Iowa Educational Series," ~nd sh~Ilbear uporithe title page of each book .the . 

20 . imp'rii1t; '_Lpproyei:l for use in the public . 



• 

-2.-,---

21 .schools of the s·tate oflovva," and .in. poilit ofmaterial, hinging and mechanical execution, as . 

22 well as in matter and. quality of-eontents shall be equaJ to the eclectic series of sehool books 
' .. . .. 

23 as !lO.W published. Any failm'E\Of the contractorto maintaiti this standa~·d or to make ,all 

24. books equal to the specimen copies filed, shall be a misdemeanor and be a st1fficient reason · 

25 for said commission to declare the forfeiture of his bond. 

SEc. 3. It shall be _the duty of. the said text-book commission to meet at the time and 

2 place mentioned in-said notice and to open ancl examine all s.ealed proposals received pursu~. 
. . . - -- . 

3 ant to the 11otice provided for in sectim~ two. hereof, aU:d after making a careful and complete 

4 ~xamination of each and every bid, and of the sample books filed,. they shall . then award the .. 

5 contra()t, taking into consideration the contents and qualityof.each book as w,ell as the ma~ 
. 

{) teriaL binding, mechanical execution and price thereof. 'l'hey shall have power to accept the 

7 whoie or a part of any bid; they may also reject any or all bids, and no bid ~hall be accepted 

8 that exceeds in price 60 per cent of the present wholesale list p~·ice of .the eclectic series of 

9 schopl books as now published. Said price shall be in fulL for all expenses connectedwith 

10 · _the furnishing of Sffid book_s;-including necessary blanks ansl the free delivery of said.· books 

.11 :to county ~nperi1~tendents as hereinafter provided for. Upon failure to sectJre satisfactory 
. ,' . - -· 

12 bids upon any or all of said text-books needed, said commissioners are hereby directed to.re-
• 

13 advertise as provided for in seetion two hereof, and to so continue until satisfactory eon tracts . - '• 

14 are made .. No contract shall be binding or in full force.untilthe books covered by said em~. 

15 .ti·act have been adopted for use i.n at least two hundred districts in the state, as shown by re-. 

16 ports. on .file wit1 the superintendent of public instruction, as hereinafter provided for, un-

17 less said contractor shall otherwise elect. 

SEc. 4. It shall be a part of the terms of every contract that.may be made in pursuance 

2 of the provisions of this act that the state. of Iowa shall not be liable to anyeontractor here-

3 under for any sum whatever, but that all such contractors shall receive th~ir pay and com

. · · 4 pensat1on solely and exclusively from the proceeds of the sale of the books as provided _for 

5 . in this act. 

SEc. 5.: As soon as said commission shall.have entered into .a contract for books; ·as herein 
: . -

2 ·provided-for, the governor shall issue his proclamation announcing such fact to the people of . ' - ' .. 

3 this state .. · 

SEC:. 6. It shall be the duty of the secretary of. every board of directors m the. state to 

2 e.all a meeting of said board within sixty clays of the issuing of said governor's proclamation: 

3 · atsaid meeting the said directors shall by vote decide whether or not they will ac]opt the 

.4 books selected by the state text'hook ,commission as herein provided for, for use in the public 

5 schools of their ~espective districts, and no district will be ep.titlecl to d.raw their a portion: 

. (i . •,1'lent ofpublic mo~eyu:ritil they have complied with the pr?visionsOfthis act, ap.d the county ·. 

7 treas~rer shall ~·equir~ aeertifiqate to that effect sig~ed by the secretary of the c]istrict;befo.re. · 

)· 
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9 . decide not to adopt said text, books for use in their schools, they shall at every September · 
. . .. 

10 meeting thereafter, imtil said books are adopted, vote upon said question in the same1nanner,_ 

' 11 ancl the county treasurer shall require the fulfillment of thesame conditions as before pro-

12 vided in this section. Upon the adoption of the text-books herein provided for, and at every 

13 September meeting.thereafter, said board of directors shall carefully estimate the number of 

. 14 text-books of each kind that they will probably need for use in the public. schoolsof their 

15 . respective districts, f~r the period of one year from and after the first day of the· following 
. : . . - . .'.· 

· 16 January, and the secretary shal~ at once file with the superintendent.of schools for that county~ 

17 a true copy thereof. Said board may also purchase said text-books and furnish them free of 

.·18 charge for the use or the pupils of that district, or they rriay. purchase said books an<:! sell 

19 . them to pupils at the contract price or at 10 per cent above said pric,e, and may draw money 

. 20 from the contingent fmid for any of said purposes. 

SEc. 7. The superintendent of. schools for each county shall promptly notify each con-

2 tractodorfurnishing books, as herein provided, of the districts that have adopted the books · 

3. published by them, and on the first day ofNovember.of eachyearshall furnish them a careful 
• 

4. estimate of the number of books of each kind that \j!ill be needed foruseinthepublicschools 
' . 

5 of his county for the succeeding· year. He shall at thesan1e time furnish the superintendent 

6 , of public instruction with a copy of the same reports and estimates. Heshall promptly notify 

7 ' the state superintendent of public instruction of the disti'icts that have adopted the books' 

8 herein provided for,.giving the name and address of each secretary thereof, and in his annual, 

9 report he shall give the number and kind of each book sold.· He shall from.time to time 

10 make requisition on the contractors for supplying books, as herein provided, for such books 

11 as may be needed for use in the public schools of his' county. He shall carefully care for and 

12 protect the same from damage, and shall promptly furnish, at. the contract price, so far as his 

13 supply of books will permit, all books ordered by the various districts and by dealers requir-

14 ing cash payment for the same, unless contractors on, their own responsibility otherwise .. 

15 arrange. He shall remit promptly each month the amount that may be due ·each eon tractor 

· 16 for books sold, ~nd shall before the tenth clay of January, April, July and October of .each 

17 year, forward to eac]l contractor a sworn report showing the number, kind, and value of each 

18 bopk sold during' tl)e year, a~cl number, kind, and value of each book remaining on hand, 

-19 and that he has remitted for all books sold. His text-book accounts, his, reports .and s~ocJt · 

20 of.text-books, shall be open to examination by any contractor. He shall, before receiving any 

,, . 21 books herein provided for, enter into a bond having f1t.least two freehold sureties, to be 

22 approved by the .county anditor of. that county, in the penal sum of five thousand dollars; if 

23 the~·e be but one contractorfor all the books herein provicledfor, or one thousand dollars for . 

24 · each branch of said text-books, should there be contractors for only a part of the books herein 

25 provided for, running -in the name of the re;pective contractors; conditioned. that he 

,, 
) 
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S)llc. 8. · The contractor or. contractors for the books herei;1 providecl. for shall, within. 

2. ninety clays or their notification by the state superintendeitt of public instruction tl;:tat .the 

3 books covered .by their contract have been adopted by th~ number of districts requi~ed to 

4 make said contract binding, and as often thereafter as may be required, delive~ free of · 

5 ·. freight or express charges, .to each county superintendent .of' schools the .number .and kind of 

6 text, books required by him for use in the J)t<blic s.chools of his county; all books furnished by·· 

7 them to be considered tlieir property until sold .. Upon failure ofsaicl contract to supply said .· 

. 8 books at the time and in the quantity, and of the quality ,herein provid~cl for, the govefnor 

9 of the state shall, upon the reasonable showing of ·said failure, cominence suit for. the forfeiture. • 
. . 

10 of .said bond of said contractor or contractors. 

SEc. 9. The sale of any of the books herein provideJ;l for, at a greater price than the con: . . . . 

2 tract price, plus ten per cent, shall be a misdemea,nor and shall1hake the seller liable to the 
; 

3 person aggrievec[ for tm1 t.imes ~he value of each book so sold. 

SEc. 10. · 'l'he sum of one thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of any money not 

2 ot]lerwise appropriated fo~ the purposes of caiTying out the provisions of this act and 

3 paying the expenses incident the!eto. 

4 All acts and parts of acts in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

SEc. 11. This act being deemed of immediate importance shall take effect from and 

2 after its publication in the IowttSt:;tte Register and Des J\lloiues Leader, newspapers published· 

3 in Des M9ines, Iowa,. 

\ 


