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A· BILL 
·. FORA:N ACT CREATING A BOARD OF clCHOOL-BOOK COMMISSIONERS'rO PROVIDE FOR 

FURNI;:,HING TEXT,BOOKS FOR THE USE OF 'l'HE PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND TO PRO- . 

. VIUE FOR'.UNIFORM TEXT-BOOKS IN THE SCJ:i:OoLS.OF THE. STATE OF IOWA .. 

· 13e it enacted b'lf the GeneralAssembly oj the State oflowa: 

· SEc. 1 That the state superintendent of public instruction, for the time beirig the presi- · 

2 dent ofJ;he State Agricultural ·College at Ames, Iowa, the president oN~e Statioi University · 

3 at Iowa .City, the president ofthe State Norma!School at Ce.darFalls, Iowa, and the president 
. . ' . . . . --

4 of the Historical. Society at [owa. City, Iowa, be and arehereby constituted ihe board of school: 

5 bookcommissioner.s for the purpose of .this. act . 

.. ·.SEc. 2 lt shall.be the {luty ofthes.chool book commissioners, as soon as.practicable, after • 

2 the passage ofth_is .act to advertise,weeklyfor six weeks in succession in six different locaiities • 
' - ' - . . . ' - ~ 

3 in this state, that sealed. proposals will be. received at the office of the state superintendent of 

4 public .instruction for furnishing ll>nd selling to •the state a series of s~hool text:books, to 
. . - . . ' 

5 he imiform]Y .use.d iJ;t. th13. public schools of.the state ofiowa, for the term often years Jrom 

6 · September 1st, 1890 .. The. said board shal!.have the right to reject any and a!l.bids, andniay 

· ·. 7 .· jfjn their judgment, unlawful. combinations have been formed readvertise for proposals and .. 
- - ' ' ' . - . . . 

· 8 bids. a!ld. may accept bids. for particular· kinds .oL):Jooks offered. For the use of said board 

9 therQ is hereby appn;Jpriated the sum of fj.ye lntndred dollars to hll paid out of anyfuJ;tds in 

.the stll,tetreasury not oth.er,wisll approp,riated . 

. . ·. SEo.:3 .. S\lqh.rroposll.ls. or, bids shall):le ayyOmpaniedby five samples of each of the bob!rs .· 

· proposed. to. be. frirnisb,ed .the ~am.~ to. be inspected by the hoard.andthereafter to be depo~:ited 

. i~ the effie~ of.the st;tte s!lperin:ten!lent. ofp1lhlic instruction together with a statement ofthe > • 

shall file. a bond in the stim of.. five tho11sand dollara, conditioned upon enteri11gupon< .said 

4 ·price of each ofsaid book~, and the per~on, firm or corpo~ation. making such propo§ai ·. 

· .. 6 . contract. in the evimt of the. a,c(l~ptance of: said;·prop(lsal or bid, said •bond to.·be' approved 

·· 7 by said hoard. 

8 .· .• Upon the acceptan;ce of ;tny proposal or bid, for tQ.e wh,ole or itnJ: part of· the series. of 

scliool.text,tooks, by,s;tid .board. the contracting.party. ~rp<ttties, shallfur.nish a bon:d.run-



~ . '. :· <' '" .. _ . -. ' • '- :- -. . - __ - -__ . -'-•• -- •. _ ' 

ci:n;mcil .and'filed in the office of the state auditor .. · 

SEc. 4, Such contract shall provide that the ,person, firm or oorporation whose bid 

2 . shall be a_ccepted shall keep the office or place of busines~in Des Moines,Iowa, and f~r the said 
l - . . ' \ • ' . 

·a. te~m of.ten years shall flll the valid and authorized ~rder for school books received under\ 
. - ' 

.·. 4 this act, ft'om any and all district townships, independent school districtsinlowaattheprices 

·. 5 riam~d in the proposal or bid. 

Said books to be delivered at the county seats of .the counties wherein such school district~ 

7 , are located or at such railroad depots .as may be designated in such orders. . • 
' ' 

The quality in matter and material of the books furnished under this contract shall cor: 

respond withthe samples on file in the office of the state superintendent of publiCinstrnction. 

and furnished with the bid and shall be determined by the board ofschoolbook commission> ·. 

Jl ers, provided said book shall not cost and the sta,te shall riot pay a sum gerater for said books 

· -12 than the price set out in the .schedule, to-wit: 

13 For a Spellerequal to Watson's Complete, ... , .. , ................ : ..... , ..•........... o .. :Hi 
. '. . '" 

14 · ]J'or.a First Reader equal.to Monroe's First .......... ·.·., ............ , .......••.... ; ...... .J 2 

15 ·For a Second Reader equal to Monroe's 8econd .......................... : _, ..•...... , .. ,.; ,20 

· 16 • For a Third Reader equal to Monroe's. Third .... , , .• ............. ' .. •· , ...........•... , .... 30' 

17 .. For a Fourth Reader equal to Monroe's Fourth .... , _. ..•................ , .•. , .... ; .... : : .40 · · ····•<•dl 

-Fora Fifth Reader equal to Monroe's Fifth ........... : . : .. • .......... ' .... ; : ... : .•. ; , .. 50' 

For a First Grammar equal to Clark's brief Grammar ........... , ............ , . , ........... 30 · · . . ' . . . . . ' . ' 

20 F.or a Second Grammar equal to Clark's Practical Grammar ...........•................. 50 

21. For a First Part Arithmetic equal to Ray's First ·Part ............. , ..................... :·12 

.22 For a Second Part .Grammar equal to Ray's Intellectual .•......... , ............. , ........ 20 
' ' . . ' 

23' For a• Third Part Arithmetic equal to Ray's Practical Revised .................... ; ........ .45 

For a Geography equal to Harper's First; ......... 0 ............... : .....•...... , . ; ...... 50\ 
' . 

·~ ..• 25 For a Geography equal to Harper's Complete.':.·'' .......... , .. • ................ , .· ...... , . , 90 

<.26 For a Physiology equal to ~teet's Abridged .. , ............ , ......... :. : . .. · ...•..... ; .... 35 

~7 : J<:or a ·Physiology- equaLto Steel's Fourteen Weeks ...... ; .......... ; .' ... • .. ~ ... ; . , .... : , : 

oFoi- a History of the United States equal to Barn's ·Brief History ... , . , ....... :. ; .....• ·: .•. 75 · 

SEc; .5.. The board of commissioners shall convene-at Des Moines for the purpose of" per"· 
--_ ' . - . ' ' . 

2 .'forming the duties imposed upon them by this act, at such time or times as the contractor ~r 
' . 

3; statjl superintendent shall require it to do so; and the person ?Omposin,g such commission, 

4 other than the state superintendent of public inst-ruction, shall eachreceive five dollars -per 

· p day for each day actually occupied in perfo~ming .the duti~Js requited by this act: The con

<6 currence of a !llajoritJof such ·Co~mission shall be sufficient to determine any question dom- •·· ·, 
" ,_ ' ~---' -. . . "- ._ . - . ' - ' ,- :- / - ' . ,• . 

(in~be~or;eit,. under the prpvisious of this act. 



· and designated as thEl sclwol text-bookfund. · . ' ., 

warrants of the state auditor, issued ~0 the contractor, ju payment for school bOIJki; d·elive.l~_ed 

. to the districLtownships and iudepemdent' school districts, ori the order of the 

6 . iutendent of public instruction, and all payments of moneys to the treasqrer of. state ·· · 

7 .the county treasurers, ~n account of school book;' delivered to the sub-district townshipand 

· .8 independe!lt school districts in said counties, shall be credited by the state treasurer 

··. 9 · school text-book fund ·herein vrovided for. 

SEc. 7.. It shall be the duty of the secretary of the sub-district townships and secretarJ''. · 
. - ·_ ' . : . \ . . . ·_ - . . 

of the independent school district of this State, to make out au es.timate of the number of. 

·school books required for one year's supply for his sub-district township or independent . . . . . 

school district, designating the number of each kind required, and forward the same, on the. . 

first day of May in each year, to the county superintendeqt of public schools in his county. · · . . ' . •' . - ' . 

· · 6. And it is hereby· made the duty of the county superintendent of_ each countyin this state, · · 

· .· 7 upon reoeiving the estini~tes of the books wanted in .his county from the. secretaries 'of the '• 

sub-district townships and independent school districts, or anyone of them, to make o~t his 

requisition, on or before the first da:yof J nne followi~g, up~n the state superintend~nt of 
.. 

. 10 . public instruction, for all the books required by the sub-district township a~d independent .. ·' 

.. · 11 school districts in his county. The state superintendent of public i~struction shal), on or . 
. - . . . . . . -

12 .·before the. first day of July of each year, make .his requisition upon the contractor for the 

· ·13 . whole number of books wanted throughout the state .. - ·, . . . " . ~-- ' ··- > 
SEc. 8. ·It shall lle the duty of the can tractor, a~ soon as. possible. after recevirig. the 

2 requisition of the state superintendent of public instruction, for the books ordered by the · 

. '3 county superintendents to forward the books required to the address of the se<;r~taries · 

, 4 snb,district townships and the. secretaries of the independent school districts, at the county 

5 seats, or to the nearest railroa,d stations in proximity thereto, freight prepaid. And upon . 

6. filing the requisitions, togetherwitb the shipping receipts, with the state sriperintenden~.of 

·· 7 .. public instruction, it shall be th~ duty of said state superintendent to certify .the •amount ·. 
. . ' . - ' _, '..-.- -< • 

·the contractor, and the-state auditor shall thereupon issue his ~arrant'upon the state treas' 

urer for the amount so certified, payable outof the school text-book fund,· provided for in.· 

tion six of this act. 
. . ' . 

SEc, 9, ·As soon· as may be, after any county superintendent shall have received of· 

2' secretary of any sub-district township or secretary of any independent .school district; "·"'J, .... .,1 

3 .. estimate of the number of books required to supply his sub-district-township or 

·. 4.' school district, as the case may be, it shall be the duty of the county superintendent to file ·-·:::·•UI 
. ' ·:_ . . ' . . ·.' . - - ~- . . . . ' - ' - . ' - ' - ' - . . -. -

·true copy otthe same, certified under his hand, with the auditor of the com;ity, and t!J.Ilr~llP•Oil......... ,;J 



~'"'"'"'"· tc>wrtship "·~""-·" . illdependent sci,lio~luto•"'""·" 
expense require(! to transmit the books 

Upon receipt by any county treasl].rer from the auditor of his coimty of any 

'•Elll>C•h $tatemer'tt as is mentioned in the preceding section, it shall be the duty of sucheounty 

to ~harge the same to the account of such sub;district township, 0~ independent . 

<scl\pol district, a~ the case may be, and retain the total amount spe~ified therein, outof any 

rilo11eys belonging or payable to such· sub-district township, or ind~pendent school dishict; 

'!J,ch~hingfrom the permanent ~chool fund the~ in his hands, or which the~eafter may come 

T iritohis h~i1ds, until such amount shall. have been fully paid . 

. · ·····•· · S~o; IL . The moneys retained by the county treasurer in pursuance of the next preceding 

.· f s~ction, shall be applied t~ the repayment of the state for the amount paid ~y it for books 
.. ' ' ' - -

}ttl'riished to the district townships and independent scho~l districts to which the i)loney 

belong~ ~nd is payable. In case any of the money so retained should remain after the state 

has .been fully repaid, any such surplus shall be paid over to the proper sub-district township, 
. - _- . . . . ' -

orindependent school district, to which it belongs . 

. ·SEc, 12. · The state superintendent ofp~blicinstruction shaH, upon the filing of the requi-

2 ~1tidn in hisoHlce, and theshipping receipts ofthe same, send to the ariditor of the comity . 

< 3 a ~tatement ofthe nuinber and prices of thl' books sold t~ each sub-district to~nship ~md 
independent school district in his county .. The county auditor shall, as soon as may be, fi.le 

the statement with.the county treawrer, who sh~ll r@mit theeost of the books, withthe 

····''li' ireight advanc~d, to the state treasurer. 

SEc. 13. It shall be the·. duty of the state superintendent of public instruction to have· 
-

:·printed lists of prices of said books, and to supply each sub-district township andindependent 

3 schooldistrict inthe state with the same. Audit shall be the duty of the secretaries of the 

sub-district townships and the secretaries of the independent' school districts to sell such 

books at cost. The secretaries ~f the . sub-district township~. and the secretaries of theinde~. 
pendent 'school districts shall pay the money derived from the sale of the hooks to the treas- . 

,.urer ofthesub:district township, or the treasurer of the independent school district, as the 

8 case may be, and it ohall be a part of and used as the te~~llers' fund, provided, that the sub~ 
·. 9 directors of thesub-distrir.t township, or independent .school district, may designate a place 

10 in a city or a village as a repositol'y, aond designate s~~e pe~son as agent to seil the books 
>,-·--

) _H, fJ1rnislled in pursuance of this act. And bUCll agent shall be entitl~d to add to the price of 

s1lchbook as fixed by the state wperintendent of public instruction, for his own services, a 

commission 11ot to exceed te; per cent bf the list price as fixed by the state superintendent of 
. . - . 1- - . -



.3 be determined by-the board ofsub-directors. 0£the sub-district township, or the board of 

4 directors of the independent school distric.t; as the case may be, with two good and sufficient 
. . . 

. ~5 · sureties, to be approved by the sub-directors, or board of trustees, as. the case maybe, rup- < 

6 niug to the treasurer of the sub-district toV.·nship, or treasurer of the. independent .school 

.7 district, conditional for the faithfu.l discharge of his duties a.s such. agenJ, and for the pay

.. 8 ment monthly to.the sub-district township treasnre.r, or treasurer of the independent schQol 

\J. district, the price ot all books sold ~Y him during the period of his agency, as. fixed by the · 

10 state superintendent of public instruction, and also for th.e return of a,ll books. remain,ing . 

11 unsold at the .termination of his agency. Such bond shall .be filed with the· president of the. 

12 board of sub-direQtors of the. sub-district township, or the president of the hoard of.directors 

13 of the independent scho.ol district, 

· 14 · Provided, that whe.never any secretary has failed to .. order the number of books, or the 

15 riumber of any kind of books actually required and needed by the pupils in any sub,district 

16 township, or independent school distric.t, the said secretary, or any citizen of said distri(lt, 
'-.. -- -

17 shall have the right to wder such books so needed, directly from.the coutractor, at state list 

18 prices. And the contractor may designate at least one person in each organized town$hip ,in 

· , 19 this state, who may act as a.depository, to whom the contractor may furpish supplies of state 

20 text-books, at the. state list price, and the depositary shall be·eu.titled to charge :J,,commi~sion 

21 ·not to exceed ten per cent for handling the. same, and payment ma,y be made according to 

22 . the law of merchants. 

SEo.15. It is. hereby .made the .. duty of the state superintendent of public instruction, 

2 within thirty days after the passage of this act, to prooure and forward to the superintendept . 

3 of each county, blank for secretaries of district townships and . secretaries of iudependept 

4 · scho,ol districts, 'and for agents of depositaries. designated in pursuance of this act, andoth,er 

5 blanks required in. pursuance hereof, and it .shall be the duty of the county superirrtepdept to 

6 immediately transmit such blanks to ~h~ officers requiring the same. 

SEc. 16. The secretary of the sub-district township and secretary of each indep!J!Jdent 

2 school district shall, on the first day of May, annually, make a, report to the county auditor .· 

3· of the number and price of' school text-books furnished by the state and sold, and the num-· 
. . . ._ ~ .·. ·-

4 her of books and price remaining on hands for the preceding year, and shall report quarterly. 

5 to aJ!ditor of county the amount·of money received from the sale of books: 

6 Any secretary of any sub-district township or anysecretary of any independent school 

7 district who shall embezzle the money derived from the sale of said books, or shall fraudu~. 

8 · lently convert the same ·to his own use, shall be deemed guilty of larceny and punished · 

9 accordingly. · 

SEc. 17; . Within twelv!) months after tbe. printed lists and prices have been printed and 

2 furnished by the state ~riperintendent of public instruction, a.ud for the .. period 



. Provided, that this actshall not be construed to prevent pupils who have advanc~d beyond/ 

the studies embraced in said books from using other books; Provided,further,that this act 

shall not be obligatory upon school boards acting nn.der special charters, or prevent are~isio'n 
of the .text-books at the expiration of five years aftertheir introduction. 
~ - . -

' SEo. 18. After one year from the iimethe county superintendent receives from the state 

2. superintendent of public instruction the printed lists and prices of said books, the coqntytreas-
. '. . . . . 

3 urer shall pay no part of .the permanent school fund tax belonging to any snb'distdct town' . . 

4 ship or independent school di~trict to the treasurer of such sub-district .township or indepen-

5 . dent school district until such treasurer shall produce the certificate in writing ot the county 

. 6 superintendent of public schools in his county, certifying ,that the text-books provided for ])y 
. . 

7 thisact have been introduced into the schools of his 'district township or independent sc~ool 

8. district, to the exclusion of all ot.her series of school text-books; provided; further, that it 

shall not )Je obligatory upon teachers in the public schools of the state to hear pupils recite. ., 

10. from arty other series of text-books than those~rovided for by this act. 

Si!Jo. 19. ··The board of directors· of any distric£ township or independent school district, 

2 uponpetition of one-third of the electors of said district, four weeks' notice having been 

3 given by publication or posting notices in four differeqt placesinsaid district, shall submitto. 

4 the electors of such district, at the next regular election, the following proposition: ".Sha]l 

· .5 the district supply school text-books and other school supplies to the pupils free of cost 1" 
. . ·- ' ', . 

SEc. 20. In the event that the proposition is 'adopted by a majority of the qualified elec~ 

·2 tors present and voting at such election, the board of directors shall proceed in the manner 
. . 

3 prescribed in this act, for the purchase of school text ; shall, through their secretary, 

./4 supply the pupils of the.district with books, which shall be loaned to the pupils, to remain 
. ' . . . 

: 5 the pxoperty ofthe district, and used by them under such rules and regulations as.the county · 

· .6 • superintendent of schools in the county wherein:such district is located, shall from time 'to 

7 time prescribe. In the event the proposition is rejected, itshall be the duty of the board to 

8 furnish the schooltext,l;>Ooksas provided in this act. 


