
A BILL 
FOR AN ACT TO PROTECT PERSONS AND PROPER1'Y FROM DANGER FROM STEAM 

ENGINES ON PUBLIC HIGHWAYS. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of. Iowa: 

SEcTION 1. That it shall be the duty of persons'in charge of any steam engine being pro~ 

. 2 pelled over the highways of this state, wholly or in part by steam power, to stop s.aid engine\ 

. 3 whe.never they meet any rerson or persons going in the opposite direction onsaid highway 

·· · 4 with horses or other animals, until saicl horses orother tmimals shall have passedby; and said 
' 

5 engine shall be stopped when it is one hundred (lOD) yards distant from said horses or other ' 

. 6 animals, and sooner in case said horses or other animals become frightened at said engine 

7 'before arriving at said distance. The owner or driver Of said engineshall also keep a good 

8 trusty man, not less than fifty (50) nor more than two hundred (200) yards in ::tdvance of .said 

9 .engine, to assist in corrtrolling any horses or other animals being driven or used onsaid high-
. ' ' . 

10 way, until said horses or other animals shall have·passed by said engi~e; and it shall be. the 

· ·., · 11 duty of the man thus sent in advance to use all reasonable care and diligence to prevent the 

· 12 occurrence of any accidents which might result in case said horses or other animals become 

13 frightened at said steam engine. 

SEa. 2. · .. It shall be unlawful for any person to blow the whistle of said engine, while on 
• 

2 the public highway. 

SEa. 3. It. shall be unlawful for any person .to drive a steam engine over any b.ridge ()r 

2 cnlver.t, on any public highway in this state, without using four sound, strong planks, eiwhto •. 

3 be not less than twelve feet long, one foot wide and two inches thick. 'l'wo of said planks to 

4 be kept continuously under the wheela ofsaid engine while crossing said bridge or culvt~rt; 

SEa. 4. Any owner of a· steaJ:U engine, who1 by himself, agent or employe, violates the 

2 ·provisions of sections one or two of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misc!emeanor, and . ' . - - . ·- . - . . ' 

·· 3 upon conviction there.of, shall for each offense, be finednotless than ten dollars nor !)lore than 

.4 fifty dollars, to be recovered before any court of competent jurisdiction, and shall also .beliable 

5 for all damages that may be, sustained by persons or property byreason of his failing to com

• ply with the provisions of t~is act ; and·for a.violation of section three.ofthis act; the owner ..... ' 
. ' - . . 

ofsaid engine shall be liable for all damages resulting to said bridge or culyart byr8asj:mof ; · .•... 
' ' ._ -' -· _- . - ,-_ - . '··-· ;.• . - ' . -,- -.·--- ' 
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