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FOR AN ACT MAKING FUR.THER PROVISION WITII R.ESPECT· TO CONtRACTS BY 
. ·- . 

. ClTIES ORGANIZED .UNDER SPECIAL CHARTERS FOR PAVING .AND .CUR.BING 

STREETS, AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF SEWER.S>AND THE .MAKING AND COL: . 

. · LEOTION,. BY SUCH 60IT IES .OF ASRE:ISMENTS AND 'l'HE ISSUANCE OF BClNDS OR. 

CERTIFICATES BY S1JCH CI'l'IES .TO PAY FOR SUCH IMPR.OVEMENTS. 

~e it enacted by the. Genera? Assembly qf the State of I{iWa: 

. SECTION 1. .That all cities in this statt) org~nized andexisting nuder special charter, shall -- _. '--:" ,' ---- ·~ '---- -, - •. ··'·--- ,_._, ___ ·--· .... _ ... " '--.--· .. _., 
. . 

2 have all the powers and be subject to.the J.n'ovisioti.s.oftbtsact .. · -- -- --' - -' . - ' -. -- '-'_ ,.,. - ',' - '' . - -- .. "' .... ' - - ' -'- . ' ,- - - ; ·-- -. 

SEQ. 2, .· Whe.n the councfl ot an:rc Sn(),h Qityshf],ll direct the . paving and curbing<of a{ly 

2. street or .~treets, orjhe co11~truction of any sew~ers, such council ot· the hoard of pv])lic ,wor~s 

3 in case such board sh:tll exi~t, 'shall mall;e and enter into contracts. for furnishing materials, . ·-- _._, ·, . ' -.' :_- __ ,._ .. ___ -.-- ,_- __ ' _______ .. _ .. -_ ," - ''; --~ -' '· ·- ---. 

. · .. 4 a11d fqr the curbiQg .and paving.or sewedng as t!J,e ease m[Ly be, eithe~fott_he eQtire ~ork in . 

5 .. one contract or pa,rtB.phereofi11, sepa,~ate and speqified sections [LS to therp. rnay seem,b(lst. . 

SEc. 3. }\,11 svc!J, coJltra,ets .s.b,all be Iifadeby the council or the. b()ard ofpu])lic .vorks wh~n ·. 

· 12 · such boards hall exist, in the name 'of the .·city, and shpJl.bemade with the .lowest bidder. or· 

• , 3. bidders upon s()a,ledproposals after public notice, for .not less than ten days in. at .. le~sUwo 
\.4 new~papet"s ofsa,id city, w!J,ichnotice shall state as nea.rl.v: as practicable the el(tent> ofthe 

5 work, the kind of materials to be furnished, when the work shall be done, and at what timy 

,6 the propgsals shall l:Je acted upoll . 

. SEc. 4,, E~ch"contraqtol' s)la1Lbe required ,to give 1Jond to the city withsuretiesto be ap: 

2 proved by the council, or by the board ofpublic.workR .;where .. sueh board shall ~J>is(for "~'··· . 

. . 3 .. fait)lful v~rfqn)l.ai!Qe of the contract, and, the cquncil or such. board, shal[ j1a\ce po~e~ to irtf 

vt: stitute suit .in t)Hl .naru.() ofthe <lity to enfoTQe .all SlJCh cont:ra,cts . 

. ii\Eo. (), !t s)lallbe thedllty;ofthe city engineer to furnish t)le co11nciLg'rboardofpublic 

, 2 works in case such board shall exist, with prope~ grades and lines, and see that the work is 

done jp accordan,ce with th!l .. O:r.dina,nces !otJ1d regulations ofthe city, with 'respect 

·grades [lndlines, · 

SEc. 6. For .. tl)ep;rpose of pr(lyidiJ.lgfqrth~ p"ayrnentol the cost llhd expenses ofa11ysuch . 

r ~ •.• i!ifp~ovenient ()riruProYeruepts;t1te<;o1lucil ()r l>o.ard of p1Jblic ;worjrs ·.iri ca~esuch boardsh.all'··· 

.- -·------. (: -------·--' 
/---. 
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3 ···exist, shall b~ ~uthorized fromtin,Iecto·time asthewor~ progresses, tdmake l:equisitions upon- , . 

. 4 the rriay0r oft he city, for the issue of bonds of the city in su'ch sums as shall be deemed best, 

5 · ~ndit shaJlbe thedutyof the mayor to make and execute bonds accordingly in the name~f the ' 

· 6 city, to an amount not exceeding the amount of the contract price of any such improvement .. 

7 -.and the incidentals attending th~ same .. Said bonds shall bea1· the name oft he plrwe.orplaces 

8 improved, and shall be signed by. the mayor and countersigned by the city c1erk, and sealed· 

9 with the corporation seal of the city, and shall all beaf the same date and be payable seven 
- - . . --- . 

10 ·years after date, and be redeemable at any t;me at theoptiim ofthe city,. and shall bear inter-

.. 11 ·est at the rate of not· exceeding six per cent p!Jrannum, payably_ seml,annually; 

SEc. 7. <When s.uch bonds shall h~ve been issaed by the niayor and sealed with the cor-

2 poration sea:! of the <1ity, they shall be delivered to the city clerk/W,ho shaU r~gister them in 

3 &book to he kept for th~t purpose and countersigned and then delivered to the comtn'ittee or . 
4 person authorized to negotiate•the same, taking receipt therefor, 

. SEc. 8. · Said committee or p!)rson authori~ed tohegotia.te said bonds, _shall negotiate 

2. the'saine in such_ manner as they or he may deem best and for m~ch prices as inay bE) obtain- - . 
. . - . . ' . - ' ' . ' . . . ' - - ' . . ' ; . -

3 · able for the same not less the par, and sh~ll pay a:n moneysreceived thei:efromto the treasurer 

4 of the eity, and report to the city clerk the number of bona's ·sold, and thearrwunb reeeived 

fi · therefor, and before delivering the same to the purchaser, said bonds shall be countersigned 

6 , by the person or con:~mittee authorized to negotiate the 'sa~e, 

SEa. 9 .. Allmpneys received by the city treasurer.fr.ornthe-sale of ~aid b'onds shall be 

2 kept by him ina separatefur{d, ~rid paid out on requisition oft he <lou~cihiccoinpanied'by'affi-

3 davit .of the city engineer that. work has been done or material furnished'to the anion.nt of 

4 . said'requisition, and that i_t is required for the paym~ntof the same, arid all moneys received 

5 by ~aid treasurer shall be kept in the same manner and subject to alltherel!;ulationsregard- · .. 
. . . . .. 

6 ingbthel: money of the city, exce~t he shall keep a ileparateaccourit ofsameandall interest . 
. .· . - - - ' - - - -- ',- ' 

7 received upon the same shall be credited to such fund. · 
. - ' ·. . ' . 

SEC. 10. When any such improvementshallhave been completed, it shall be. the dutyi:Jf 

2 ·.~he .council to ascertain the eptire cost of the irh pro\remeut, atid.alao_w'hat portion of such oost, 

3 may be by law'. assessable o~ adjacent prope~tya,nd the portion bfsuch coilt so assessable, shali .• · 
. . ,' - ' . . . . ' . - - ' - . 

. . . 4 theribe asBessed-as provided by law, or by ordinanceot such city hpim ~he property fronting, 

5. orabuttingons~id improverueut. Whetieveranystreetrailway rriay have been ci;nstructed .·. 

6 · and shall remain upon: any street which the oouricil m~ydirect tobepmd, at the tiuie when 

7' such direction shall be given, and wh~n the o.vrier of suchstreet•railway may be bound:to pave 

.8' any p0rtion of said street by any action ()fthe city undersectibn1 ofchapter] 6 of.the acts ot .·· 
. ' - -- ' ; -' - - -· ., - ,- '' ---,, 

9 the 'L'Wetity-second General Assembly,or. byvirtue ofthe provisions or conditions ofany~rdin' 
10 a'!lcebf the city u!lder which said street ri],lt way dt~yh!i,ve lJ~(}fi c()nstrricted;;Or. may be main" 

' .. -· - -' ---- . - -:. - ,- '- ----- '- --

lL tain.ed,. an:d ifthe oW~er sh:tll fa!l.()r _refll.~e to<cbm;ly with the m·del'of thetouhcilto doJ>uch 



' ' - . ~ 
Ci2 ·• paving. then £he portion- of the cost of paying s~ch street, asiesaable.liPoi! 81,1chstreet r11-ilway, . 

. - '" - - - - -- - -- -- '_- - ' ._.- - -·- - - -- -, ,- '' ,' '-- ' . 

· 13 - shall be ascertained, and shall be as~essed against such street 1·ailway. 

SEC. 11. 'The council shall cause a plat to be madeaud-filed with th\) ~ity'clE)rk for public 

. 2 inspectitm of the place or places on which such improverneut shall bema~(), showing the sell" 

3 . arate lots otparcelsofground snbjecttoassessmentfor'such·improveinent~ andtbe nall)es as 

4 far- 1!-8 practicable of the. several owners, and the amount to beasse.ssed against .ea.ct lot or 
' . ' . 

5 · piece of ground, and ifsuch improveme~t shall be the paving of any street, said plat shaJl also·. -

6 show any and all street railway tracks thereon, and the-amount, if any,to he assessed agai11st 

_7 su_ch street railway, and shall after the.ffi[Lking and filing ofsaid plat, as aforesaid, cause to be 

8 given ten days, pnblie,,notice in two newspapers, published in such city, that such pht is on file. 

9 in the office of the city clerk, for the insp~ction of any person or company .interested therein; 

10 al;ldthat.any sucb 'person or company having any objectionto the same or the tax PrO[JOSed to . 
~ - . 

li he assess~d thereby, shall filewith.the said city rlerk, his or their-objectionsin writing 

lJ •. 11,tor before the next rheeting of .such coimcil, after the p,;bllcation of such ~otice, that such . ' ' -' ' --- . . " . - _- - - - - -- .- ,_ -. : - . " 

13 council at such meeting, or as soon thereafter as practicable·, and afterhea1:ing and deciding - - - ' . - .· - . . . - -· . 

· 14 upon any objection so filed, if any, and after making ~ll necessary corrections in the assess-

15 ment_ as rrfoposed by said plat, shall assess a;ndlevy as a specialta~ upon the property of 

16 6[l,Ch Own,er, 'liable to special assessments as aforesaid, its. just and true proportion aec:o;rdinf, 
. . . '•' - ' . . . ' ·--. -: .- . - •' - ' 

17 to law, and according to said assessment. proposed by said plat as corrected and approved' of 

· 18 · the amount to be specially assess~d-for any such improve!llent, .said assessm.ent shall be· duly 

19 entered on the proper tax books ofsuch city, and. shall be payable at the office of the city .. 

20. c~llector,of said city, or ~ther officer, authorizedto collect city taxes, in seven. equal install-

21 .·. ments with interest at the r~te ofsix per cent perannumfrom the date of .the assessment UpOI;l 

22. the impaid portion thereof, the first.ofwhich with interest on .the .\oV'hole anH\unt at six per 
. . - . -

23 ··. centp~r annum shall be pa:vable 01;1 and a,fter ~he date .of such ass(lllsme~t as ;tforesaid,·and 

24 others annually, after: .the date of such assessment, and said assessm.ent shall he eolll)etedlik:e 

25. other special taxes, as may be provided by the ordinance of. such city . 

. SEc. H. Saidassessment, with interest accruing thereqn;shall b(l a lien upon the property 

-2 abutting upon .the street or streets on 'which [l,ny said improvement is m>tde, or upon SJ;lCh . ' - . -

· 3 improvement from theeommencement ofthe work; and shall remain alien 1;1ntil fully paid, 
' ~ - - ' - . - .. ' . - '. -,. 

4 and shall have precedence over all.other liens except.ordinar.v..taxes,and shall not be divested 
- ' - ' . - .. - - -

· 5 by any judicial sale, Ilrovided that such lien shaH he1imit\ldto the lotsor lands bouriding :or 

. 6 a,butti]lg onsuca street .or streets, or' on such improvement, a]ld not exceeding in depth 

. :7 therefrOJ? 150 feet .. Atly assessmellt.agai]lst any street railway .for the paving o(any stre.et 
' . ;- -- . . . . -. 

8 · shall be a, first.fj,pdparall)ountJien upon the entiJ:e.track of said street. ~ail way in thf'llimits 

9. of.tbe city ma,kingsuQh assesstnents,. 

tiEo. 13. 'Jlhe ownJ)r pf any property agf!,inst~hicp a,n assessnie11t shall hav[l peen mRrle · 
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.6 will pay th!) same with inter.est thereon, at such rate not exceeding six per'cimt per al1rium, 

7 as ~hall by ordinance or resolution· of the city council of such city be prescribed and requi~ed, 
- - - - . - . ' /-. -, ~ 

.. 8 he or they shall have the benefit and be subject to all the provisions of this act, [!uthorizing 

9 the payment of assessments in annual installments, relating to the lien and collection and 

10 payment of assessments so far as applicable. 

SEc. 17. Any. owner of any lot or lots, or any street railway assessed tor payment of cost 

· --2 of auy such improvement, who Will not promise and agree in writing as provided by section -

-3. 16 hereof, shall be required to pay his assessment in full when made, and the same shall be 

4 collectable by or through any oft he methods provided by law for the collection of assessments 

5 for local improvements including the provisions of this act. 

SEo. 18. Any mistake in the description of the property, or m the name of. the owner 

2 . shall not vitiate the lien. 

·SEc. 19. The council of any such city shall not have the right to authorize any improve.-

2 ment under this act, unless the.owners of a majority of the feet front of the property abutting 

3 upon the street or streets to be improved, or any such improvement shall petition therefor,-. 
4 ·or unless the same shall be yoted for by three, fourths of the members of the council. 

- Slllo. 20. Any part of any street may be improved under this act, as well as an entire 

2 street, 

SEc. 21. All acts and parts of acts in conflict with this act, are hereby repealed p'rovided 

2 nothing herein contained, shall be construed as prohibiting or preventing such cities, from · 

3 making spe-cial assessments to pay for the construction of sewers upon adjacent property, ac-

4 cording to area, or from paying for s_uch construction by any method of assessment, or any 

5. r.ombination of methods now provided by law~ 

SEo. :J2. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shall be in force and effect 

2 from and after.its publication in the Iowa State Register andDesMoinesLeader, newspapers 

-- 3 pttblished in Des Moines, Iowa. 
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