
IHOmlJ!) JllLE No. 65: 

A BILL 
FOR AN Adr 'l'O PROVIDE FOR A STATE U.NlFORMITY OF TEXT-BOOKS. 

Be it ena~ted by the General Assembly ot the State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. .The governor, secretary of state apd superiPtendent of public instruction are 
I 

2 hereby directed to immediately advertise for sealed proposals to furnish to the state of Iowa the 

3 followiPg text-books; for use ~n the public schools, in suchquantities and in the mannerherein~ 

4 after provided, for the term of ten years: Spelling, one book; reading five hooks: arithmetic, 

, 5 three books; grammar, two books; history, one book, and such other books as may .be re- . 

6. quir13d by the state superintendent of public instruction. Said books are not to be inferior 

· ·· 7 in subject matter, siz'e, quality of paper, clearness of type, and durability· of bi11ding, to the 
~ 

· 9 ·following text-books now in use: Swinton's speller, Swinton's first, second, thiid, fo~nth and 

10 · fifth reader, Swinton's new language lesson, Swinton's new· EPglish gr~mmar, Swinton's . 

·. 11 co11densed~United States history, Robinson's first lessons in arithmetic, Robinson's practical 

12 .·arithmetic, Robinson's progressive higher arithmetic, Monteith's comprehensive geography. 

13 Monteith's elementary geography. The quality ofthe matter ofall.tbe books. to be furnished. 

14 under such contract shall be subject. not oftener than once in each period of ·five .years to such 

15 revision as the state superintendent of public instruction, and a commission of two educa·. . . 
. 16 cators, to be appointed bythe governor, for the time being shall direct; and the persons com, 

17 . posing such commission, other than tbe state superintendent, shall each receive five dollars-

18 per day for each day a()tually occupied in performing the duties impos(Jd by th1s act, a11q the 

19~ ~concurre~ce ot a mfijority of such commission shall be sufficient to determine any question 

. 20 that may come before it, under the provision of this act. Tlie sealed proposals m usb also 

2l . specify at what price the new a~d second hand books n~w in use, or that maybe in use when 
' 

22. revised, willbe takim in exchange .. 

· ·. 8Ec; 2. On- the. first Monday after the expiration of thirty day;; frol1l the· da.te of ~aid • 

2, advertisement the sealed proposals shall be publicly opened and. r.ead by the governor, se'Cre-

3. tary of state and superintendent of public instrpction, and the Gontract awarded to the 

4 lowest and best bidder, provided SUCh bid .is at least forty percent lt)SS than S)lCh books are : 

5. :.now furnished to the public. . . . 

·. S · Jfnosatisfactory contractcalibema!le by the governor, secretary of state and superintend- c.· 



.,.,2..:... 

7 ent of public instnwtion, then the commission of educators appointed by the. governor, with· 

8 such assistance ao may he necessary, shall compile the books mentioned in the first section 

9 ofthis act; provided, that if competent authors shallcompile any one or more works of the 

ro first order of excellence, and shall offer the same, and the excJusive right to manufactur~ said 

11 books for use in the state of Iowa, it shall be the duty of the governor, secretary of state 

12 and superintendent ofpublic instruction to accept such gift. 

13. After the compilation of such books the advertising for sealed proposals shall again be 

.14 repeated in the same manner as above, and all proposals must be accompanied .by sample 
. . . 

· 15 copies of the books proposed to be furnis~ed, together with the price at which the publishers 

16 ag-ree to furnish each book to the designated agents during the full time for which said books 

17 are to be adopted, and if no satisfactory bids and proposals are received, then the books . 

18 already in use may continue in use until such ti!lle as satisfactory bids and proposals have 

19 been accepted . 

. 20 Within one year after the contracts for the state textcbooks have been Jet, a.nd for · 
. . 

· · 21 ten years thereafter, no text-hooks shall be us6d in any of the public schools of this state 

22 other than the state text-books prepared under the provisions of this act, provided that this 

23 . act shall not be construed to preventpupils who have advanced beyond the studies embraced 

· 24 in the books furnished by the state frorn using other books. 

25. The person or persons to whomthe contract for said books is awarded shall at the time ofma-

26 . king such contract execute and deliver to the governor a bond in the penal sum offorty thou-

27 sand dollars ($40,000), with at least three. sufficient sureties, to be ·~pproved by the governor. ' 

28 In case said contractor, his heirs, represeutati'ves or assigns, shall at any time fail to fulfill 

29. any. of the terms of said contract on his part, the entire· penal sum thereof shall at once · 

30 be,come due and owing .to the state, and it shall be the duty of the governor to ·cause suit to 

31 ·be instituted in the name of the state and enforce the liabilit.fofsuch bond of the principals 

32 and sureties thereon. It shall be 'the duty of the board of supervisors in each and every 

33 county,. at their first meeting after the passage of this act ~nd the consummation of the cpu'· 
. ' . - . . 

34 traot for said text-books, and annually thereafter, to appoint oue .or more agents in each 
. . 

· · · 35 town, who shall act as agents for the sale of such books, and such agents shall receive as 

36 compensa~ion eight per cent of the amount of his sales, as shown by hi~ at each accounting, 

·. 37 to be made every four months to the county auditor, and the county auditor at the time of . ' ' ' . . 

.38 each .settlement shall draw his warrant upon the county treasurer for said sum, wbichshal! 

39. be paid by said treasurer. out of the s.chool fund arising from county taxation. Each and 

40 every agent herein provided· for shall, bef~re entering upon his d~ties, give a. bond with at 

41 )east one surety nmning to the said county in. such sum as the s~pe~visors may determine, 

· 42 a~d ea(lh agent shall sell said books at the pi·iCes fixed J;>y the state superintendent; and· 

•43 'printed on. the inside of the ,cover, 

• . ····· •...••. l3E(), J. It$h'!!ll he th!l antygfe.iir.x.te.~~llex to c!JmlneJwg Y!li'-xhiJ!g:.fl'P!ll.~b& ~t~te iext-.· ............ ·' 
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. 2 i books, as soonas a class of five cal111eforrned:df a:nyone kind, and notify. the. county super" 
. . - ' - - ' - - - ; . -- -- . 

3 intendent of the number and kind of l:)ooks that :will pr(}l:)ablybe used for the terrr1. Itsha:ll 

. ·4 . be the duty of the county superintendent of schools after carefullyascertainingthe number . -.- ·- ' ' -. - .- - - .. ·- ·- ' ',, -- . - _. . 

5 and kind of books required in the county, t0 make a requisition f?r the total number of each . 

6 ·kind of said books which will be needed in the county for one year, and forward. the same to . - -. . - ' - - . -, - -

7 ·the state superintendent of public instruction on or before the first day of May, in each year, 

8 ·and he.shall fi]e a dQplicate or copy of the same with the county auditorof his county. .The· 

9 state. superintendent of public instruction shall upon such requisition immediately make out· .-- ' . ' - . . - - - ' ' - . ' 

10 . his own requisition for the same books and forward. it .to the .contr[l,~tor; tt shall betheduty 

11.· of the auditor of each county upon receipt of the duplicate of the order of thecountysuper-

12 intendent to notify the contractor of the number of agents appointed, give the .full names -- ' . - ' -- . -: --- - -. - .. 
1.3 and correct address of such agents, and notify him of. any changes thEtieafter made of such 

14 agents and how many and what kind of books to send to such agents. 

15 The contractor shall send· to each agent a memorandum bill of the books sent him, .and a 

16 duplicate to the auditor. ·Should the contractor fail to .receive the necessary information .or 

17 correct address of such agents, he shall forward such books to the county .auditor. 
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SEo. 5. It shall be the duty of the contractor, within ten days after receiving the requisi, · 

. ti?n of the state superintendent for the books, to forward the number of books required by 

the agents of the county, or the county auditor, and upon filing of the requisition and the de~ 

livery of the shipping receipts for the same, to the state superintendent of public instruc

tion, it shall be the duty of the state· superintendent to certify the amount due the con-. . - ~ 

tractor, and the state anditor shall the1eupon issue his warrant upon.the state treasurer for 

the amount so certified, payable out of the school text-book fund, hereinafter provided. The 
I 

s.tate superintendent of public instruction shall send to. the auditor of each county a state~ 

ment of thetotal cost ~f the books sent, and it shall b~ the duty of theboa~d of supervisors 

of each county, at their next meeting, to make provision for the payment of the price nf · . ' 

s~ch books, and the countyjreasurer of each county shall, immediately thereupon, remit the 

aill.ount of the cost of such .books to the state treasurer. 

SEo. 6.. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act, th~l"e is 

2 apart the sum of sixty thousand dollars, to be .designated as the school bookfnnd. 'rhis 

· \l· shall at a.ll timeR )Je subject to.warrants of the state auditor, issued to the contractorin p1}y-

4 ment of school books delivered on the order of the. state superintendent, arid .all payment . 

5 · of money into the treasury of the state, by the county treasurers, on account of school te:x:t-

6 books delivered to·the several comities, shall be credited by the treasurer of. thEt state to the . . . . 

7 schooltext-book fund. 

8 Mteroneyearfromthe date (}f the consummation of the contract to furnish tbe.stacte ·· :•i 

9 . with text-book's, the.tr.easurers of thedifferent counties of thestate shall pay no part of th,e 
:;:_ 

.10 school funds ~risiiig from taxation, untiFihe countjsupednte:Udent h~$ .filed h1s certificate,' < 
'~·'"" .. ' .... -- - . - -- -- ---. __ ., __ . -· ---·-----~-~----'""---' _,_. • ... : . . ~~---~>:.~-;,·.·c .. ;.-; .. >;<: •. -. .-.;,.:"·.".-.:~--~·>.'-·'·'>'-~·,~ • • ---~ ~,-__ ,·,: __ ,_._.<< ,_.,-.','-:,,:_,) ... : ;.,_. ... -·.: __ .... ~~--- '·' ,_, ~. ·-· ~._.:,,_-_,_,:"_"-'"-/ ... :~;, .:; :::; .. :·_ .. ' ~----: ':_-_-:< ~ '· -- .· .. ·.-. -.-. -.·.~ 



'-.:~ 4-'-

Ill EO • .7. Within twenty days after the consummation oftheeont.ract to furnish the st~te 

2 with text-books, the state superintendent of public instructionsh.all proenreand forward to, 

3 the county superintendents of each county all blanks required for the' execution of this. act, 

4 and it shall be the duty of the county superintendents to immediately transmit such bla,nks 

'. 5 . to the officers required to use them. 

SEc. 8. It shall be a misdemeanor to sell auy of the state text-books. for more than the.· 

2 · state superintendent's list of prictils, punishable by a fine not to exceed twenty-five dollars, 

c 3 or imprisonment not to exceed thirty days for each offense, and it shall_be a misdemeaJ10r 

4 for any officer to refuse .to perform any, duty imposedupon such officer by this act, punish

. 5 able by a fine of not less than fifty dollars, or more than one hundred· dollars, or imprison· 
. ,. . 

.. 6 mentfor not less than thirty days,. or more than ninety days for eachoffense, and justicesof 

7 the. peace shall have jurisdiction to try and determine such offenses. 


