
. . 
~y G)-.ATTL y. QF CHICKASAW,) 

A~ BILL 
FOR AN ACT CREATING A BOARD OF SCHOOL TEXT-BOOK UOMMISSIONERS 

' - - . 

TO ARRAN(j-E, BY CONTRACT OR OTHERWISE, A WAY BY WHICH THE PEO; 

J'LE Ol!'THE STATE OF IOWA CAN BUY, AT REASONABLE PRIOES,~.\\iYIT- . 
ABLE SERIES OF TEXT-BOOKS FOR m:lE IN THE COMMON SCHOOLS .• ~... . .· 

Be it ena~ted by the(}eneral Assembly ol the State of Iowa.~· 

SECTION 1. That the executive council of the state ofiowa,together with th~ educati0nal 
" - 0 _- - " ' ' • • • - - _-- ~ -- -- - - :. - - - - ' • - ' ' 

2 board of examiners, shall constitute a state board of commissioners for the purpose of making 

3 a selection or procuring the compilationfor use in the common schools ofthestate of Iowa, pf 
. ' . ' . - ,\' . 

4 · .. a series of text-books in the following branches of study, namely:. Spelling, reading, arith~ 
' 5 metic, geography, English grammar, physiology, history of the United States, word analysis,· 

6. and a graded series of writingbooks. The matter contained in the readEn·sshall consist of 
' • • . . -c 

7 Iessons commencing with the simplest expressions ofthe language and by a regular ·grada-'-
. . 

8 tion,advancing to.and including thelligheststyles of composition, both iri poAtry and pr()se. 

9 Pro'Qided, that none of said text-books shallqont~in anything of apartisanor se"tarian char: 

10 acter, and pro'Qided jurtker, that the foregoing books shall be at least equal in size and quality 

11 as to matter, material, style of bindin'g and mechanical construction to the .... :.text-. . 

12 books nowm general lise in the co~mon schools in the state of Iowa. 

SEO. 2. The said board -of commissioners shall, within sixty days afttJr the taking~ffect 

· 2 of thi~ ·act, meet in the oflict1 of the superintendent of public instruction of the ~tat~ oflowa,. . . . 

3 . the governor to send to'each member a written notice of said meeting, giving to each ten days'· · 
' . ' . - ' . 

. 4 notice. · At said meeting theysballorgauize ana prepare for busirtess, and immediately there: 

.5 after they, shall advertise for thirty .consecutive. days in t'NO daily paperd .pu"blisbed in this 

6 .. state having the largest circulation, !!nd in one newspaper of general circulation in the ci~ies. 

7. of New York, Philadelphia:, Cin<:iinna:ti; Chicago and St. Louis, that at .a time ~nd place to be 

8 fixed by said notice, and not later thim six mo_nths after the :fit•st publication thereof, saic{ 

9 board willrecei~e sealM proposals oll.the following: 

.10.. :First~Froli.J publishers of school text-booksfor furtiishing bookst~ the count; s\lpei·in-, 

. u tendents of the state ~f Iowa r6r ilsein the COnill]On schbols cl this state as prqvidedi~ thi~ 
12 act for a term oLfi~e years; ~tating speci\i,c~lly in suuh bid the priceat which each book: 



~-~----~-----.---:-~~.-._~_,,, _______ _ 

--:2-C. 

.13. ·will bilfurnished, and accompansmg such bid with five specimen copies of each and all books 
~ . ' - - - ' ' . . 

14 ·proposed to be furnished in such bid . 

. 15 Beoond-From authors of schoolteX:t·books wh_o have tnanuscripts of booksnot published; _ 

16 for prices at which they will sell ~heir manuscripts, together with the copyright of such books, 

17 for use in the public schools of the state of Iowa. 

- . 18 · TMrd----'From persons who are willing toundertake the compilation ofa book or books or 

19 a series of. books, as provid~d for in se'ction one (1) of tbisact; the mice atwhich they are 

20 willing to undertake such compilation of any or au~of such books, tothe acceptance and sat" 

- 2) isfaction of the s1id board of commissioners. ·Provided, that any and all bids by. publisher~ 

22 herei;~ provided for must be accompanied bY a bond in the penalsu!noffiftythousand dol, 

23 lars ~ith ~resident freehold security/to the acceptance and satisfaction of the.governor of thi~ . - - ' . . - - ' - ' ' - - ' -· 

24 state, conditioned that if any contra~t be a warded to 'any bidder .. hereunder such bidder will 

25 enter into a contract to perform the conditions of his bid to the acceptance and satisfaction 

-~6 ofsaidboard; and provided,jurt!J,er, that. no bid .shall be wnsidered _u_nless the same be ao· 

'27 compa~ied by th~ affidavit of the bidderthatheisin no wisedireotly orindireotlyc~nnected 

1!8 withany·other publisher or firm who is now bidding for books submitted. to suchbo;trd, nor 

29 has any pecuniary interest in any other publisher or firm bidding at the same time, al):i that 

. _ 30 heis not a party to a~ compact, syndicate or other scheme, whereby thebenefits of competi· 

31 -tion are <:lenied to the people of this state; and be it further provided, that if any "ompetent 

32 author or authors shall compile any one m· more books of the first order of excellence, and 

3H • shall offer thP same as a free giftto the people oft his state, together with th\1 copyrig-ht oft he 
. ' . - ' . . . ' . 

34 same aud the right to manufacture and sell such works in:the state of. Iowa for use in the pub .. 

% lie schools, it shall be the duty of such board of commissioners to payno money for any ma.nu. 

sra:ipt o~ copyright for such book or books on tue subject treated .of in the manuscript so do· 

·. 37 nated; and such board shall have the right to reject any andall.bids, and at their option such 
. . - ' 

38 board Rhall have theri'ghtt~ rejecta,ny bid as to a part of suoh.books and to.acceptthe same 

39 as to theresidue thereof. 

SEo. 3. It shall be. the duty of such board of commissioners to meet at thetime andplace 
' . - • - • . - ' . - •, • • ' ,- ' _.- .-- 1 - - - - -

2· mentioned-in such notice and open and examine all ~ealed proposals .received, pursuant fothe . - . - , . . ' _, - -

3 noticeJirovided for in section 2 of this act; and it _shalL j:JetheJurther dutY o.f such board to 

4 make a full, oompleteandthoroughinvestigation of all such bids or.propooals and toascettiin 

. 5 under which of said [:>ropositions or proposals the school books could befurnish(jci to the Pedple 
' - . . .. _ ' ' - - - .. -- -_ . 

6 of the state oflowa for use int!J.e c0 mmonsohools atthelJwest price, takingiP.to considP~a-
7_ tionthe size and quality as tomatter, material, style of bincliug and meclmniual(jxecutlon of 

.- - ' - . 

8 s.uch l:lOokR. Provided.(J,lways, that suo11 board shall notin any case contractwith any anthpr, 

9 pllblis_her.or publishers for the furni~hing of any b~ok manuscript, copyrigllt,prbooks.which 

shall be ~~ld to patrons for use in the public schools of this.i!tate at a price above or in excess 
• I,._ . - - - . . ·- . . . 

·--- . _. 

11 ()fthe following, which prices ~hall in~lude all cost and charges for tlletransportation:.and de-



.~3_:_ 

. 12 livery to, the several county.sohool.superintendents.in thisstate, or•a,nyraHway stationthat .. · . 

·13 said county superintendent may name in his order as a. convenient place for the delivery ofsaid 

14 bqoks. to the oonf!nmers, namely: For.a.spelling book, ten (10) cents; for a first reader, ten (10) 
. - - - - , r -- . - • • 

15 cents; for a seco11d.reader, fifteen (15) cents; .for a third reader, twAnty.five(25).cents; for a· 

Hi fourth reader, thirty (30) cei1ts; for. a fifth reader, forty (40) cents; fm:,an arithmetic,interme· 

17 diate, thirty. five (35) cents; f~r an ~rithmetic, complete, forty.five {45).oents: for an arithmetic, 

18 Primary, fifteen .(15) 1lents; for a geography, elementary, thirty·(30) oents;.for a geography, 

19 oomplete, seventy.five (7~) cents; for an Engli~h grammar,. complete, forty (40). cents; for a 

20 physiolog-y, thirty.five (d5) cents; for a history of the United States; fifty(50) cents; fon;opy 

21, books, each five (5)cents. 

22 . The foregoing books, upon which prices are fixed, shall be at least eqnal in size and quality 

ll3 as to matter contained tller.eiu, also material; style of binding, ml•ohail.ical construction, and 

24 equaljn value to the following namerl books, viz: Appleton's, Swiuto11's or Mc.Gufl;(;ly's.series · 

25 of· readers, Ray's new or Robin,on's arithmetic, Swinton's or Harveis gl'am.mar. Eclect[c 
. - .- . -- ---

26 ~pelling book, Steele's or Cutter's physiologies; Swinton's or Eclectic g<')ogmphies, Ridpath',$ 

27 or Barnes' history. 

'SEa,. 4. If upon the examination of such. propoeals it shall be the opinion of snch board or 
2 · eommissionersthat snob .books uav. be furnished .cheaper to the patrons for us!) i.n th.e. com· ·· 

' 
· 3 mon schools in the state by procuring and .causing to be. published .the manuscript of.any or 

4 all of said, books it shall be their duty to procure such manuscript and to advertisfl for .sealed . 

5 proposals for publishing. the same in .·like marmer, as hereinbefore provided and .under the. 

6 ·same conditions and restrictions, and such c.ontract may be let for the publication of .. all of ..... 
. : - " ,, - '- -- ' - ' ' .--- - - .- ' 

7 .such books odor any on~ .or more of such books separately, and it sha!Lhe the f1mher duty 

8 of such board of commissioners to provide in the· contract for the publication of .any such 

· 9' mannscriptfcir the payment by the publisher of the compensation agreed upon.between.such 
' ' •'- • • - ' ' -- ' - ' ' - -- '' I 

~- . . ·-

10 board and the an tho!.' or owner of any such.marl\lscript for such manuscl·ipt together ~ith ·.· 

11 the cost o~ exp~11se of copyrighting the same. 

SEa. 5. It shall be part of the te~ms and conditions of every contract made· in pursuance 
' . . .·_ - . - - ·, . --. : 

:3 of tnis act·thatthe stateof lowashall ttot be liable to anyeontractor.hereunderfor. any sum 
' -- - . '. ' . . -. ·,_ . - -' -. -.,-_. 

3 whatever; but that all such contmctors shall receive their pay and compensation solely· and 

4 exclusively from the proceeds oUhe ~ale ofthe t>ooks as provided for in this act.. · 
,. • • - , - -- , I ,- ' __ ,- , • .' -- '- '• 

. SEc. 6 .. As soon as such board shall. have entered into any contract for· the. f·urnishing 

·. 2 of books for use.inthe publio·s~hools.of this state pursuant to tlie provisions of this act, it 

.il i>hallbe the dutY of the governor t~ isi!ue hi.uroclamation an~ouncing sacll fa!Jt to. the pao, 

4 ple of t[le state .. 

SEa. 7.' Wheh "aoh proclamation shall have been isslled it sh:ill be the duty. of each 

. 2 . cp, tnty .RIJ.Pill'intende~t· to o~der, within .thirty days, snoh ,hooks •. as·. ha.v.e.baen contracted ·· ..• for. . ' . -, - - '-- .. - - - . - ' '.- ' -. ;· - - '-

. -. . . 

3 ·and in.snoh quantities as are required within his respective county, and thereafter shall. 



· 4 order from time to time such books as are needed;;~nqjnunediafely notify the state super' ·· 
'- . - ( ,,. ,- -· '- -- - - --

5 • lritenderit of ·public instruction, who shall ship to said county superiii.t(;lndent the books 

6 ordered. 1Sh9nld th'l state superiutendentf~il to have sai!lbooks on hanri., he shall ordertl;:te 

7 inantlfacturer or person furnishing the sanie to ship said hooks to the county superintend­

S . en t ordering them. 

SEa. 8. The county superintendents of this state ~~all arrangein the different towns and 
. . . 

2 villages in their: respective counties with some proper rerson to .handle sehool books, .who .· 

·· 3 . shall be entitled to add to the cost of said school books. ten per cent to cover .the shipping 

4 charges and commissionfor handling the same .. Any person buyi~gthese school books of the 

5 coullty superintendent shall pay no more than the contract price as proclaimed b:( the gov-

6 einor in his proclamation. 

SEo. · 9. The county superintendent shall be re8ronsible to the st<tte:surerintendent for 

2 all books shipped to Bald COUnty; and the state SU[)eriuten'dent of public instruction shall be . 

3 liable to the state ofiowa for all books sold within the state, and each county superintend, 

4 · ent to be liable to the superintendent of public in~truction for all· books received upon his 

5 order . 

. 6 The county superintendents of tlie state of Iowa, and the stiperlntendent of public in· 

7 struction.shall give such additiorialbonds as the (;lxecutive council of thA sta~eof Iowa shall. 

8 direct, and it is ·hereby made the duty ofthe executive council to see that' proper. bonds are 

'9' given. 

SEo., 10. The superintendent ofpnblic instruction shall pay. over to the manufacturer or 

2 · the person furnishing said schoolboo,ks, everyfifteendays, or semi·inonthly all, nwneys col-

3 lected by him for school books sold within ·_the state of Iowa, as the state bo~rd' of co.mrriis-
. ' -- . -

.4 sio~ers may direct, Said superintendent of public iustmctionshall on the first d.ay of each 

5 month inakeout a sw-ornstat(lment as to the nU:mber of books sold, on hand, ordered and re· 
' ·•. -- c -. ' - - -- --

6 ceived dnring the past month, said sworn. statement shall also show the amount of money"col-
. - .. ' --

. 7 lected, paid over and on hand,, said swo:rn statement to be pliwed .on file with the sAbretary 

.8 of state: 

SEc .. 11. If there are.any indigent child renin the state of Iowa W:ho are unable to pnrs'Je .,. 
2 their studies in .the common Schools ofthe'state by reason Of an insuf!iciAOt supply ()f suit· : - . - . /_ - - - ' ' '- -

3 able books it shallbe the dtityofthe subdire~tor or se0reta~y of an independent school dis-. - . . . 

4· trictafter being appris~d' of Sueh indigent children t() notify the Oonnty Silperintendent of 

5 bisrespective county, a!ld said county ~uoerintendentsliall mike ,:~a>onaole inquiry, and)f' 

6 he find the facts to exist ~hall immediately ordel; for said fndigent children such b~oH as 

7 he deems necessary, and order them cha~ged to the county and the com,ty to pay for all 

' · lL books so ordered. 

' SEG: 12: .. Any person charged with the s~le'ofa:ny school· books Utl.der tlie·provbions nf 



~5.--. 

thi~ aClt, whO sha'u directly or indirectly demand or receive any money for any book or'bo~ks 
3,. in excess ofthe contract priceas 'hereinbefore provided _shall be deemed guilty ofamisde-

4 meanor and upon conviction th~reof shall be fined in any snm not less than ten no~ more· 

5 than one hundred dollars, to which may be added imprisonment in the county jail for a 

'6 term not exceeding sixty days. 
/ .- ''- .- -, - -- -- -

SEc. 13. .All necessary expense~ in-curred by said board of school· bo9k .comrriis~ioners. to 

' ~; be paid)Jy,thestate ofiowa, in such a ma~neras said commission may direct, providing no 
. . . 

3 . claim be paid unleRs approved by the governor. 

SEc.14. ·.A majority of said board shall constitute a quoruU: forth~ transaction of.busi­

~ ness, all acts to ~ece.ive the sanction'()f the governor, otherwise to be null.a~d v~id. . ' - - " - ·.. . - - - - . " '--- ' - ._' -. . -- -

SEc. 15. .All acts or parts ofacts conflicting with thi,s aotareherebyrepea:led. 

. -.' 

,, 
' 


