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A BILL . . . . ' . . . - . . . . . . " .. . - . 

. . . . ·FOR AN ACT. CREATING· A STATE BOA)lD • OF 1lCHOOL BOOK COMMISSIONERS; WITH .. 

AUTHORITY TO AUOPT A lJNlFORM SERIES OF TEXT BOOKS FOR USE lN PUB-·· . ' - . . . 

LIO SCHOOLS OF THE STATE .. · . 

. Ile it enacted by the Geneml Ass~moly of th~ St~te o!: Iow~/ 

SEaT ION 1. That the gov:ernor shall, withiu sixty days, from the passage of this act, ap- . 

point four practical educators, together with the superintefide~t of public· instruction, wh6 . , ... 
' ' '~ . 

shall be a member, ex-officio, and also secretary of the board, who shalleonstitutea state.· 

4 · board of school book commissioners. 

SEa. 2. It shall be the. duty of the se~retary, immediately after the pas~age otthis a~t, to ' • 

2 advertise, weekly, in four of the leading newspapers of the state, for the term of four weeks; 

3 . that sealed proposalswiil be ;eceived at his office forfth·ni~hing and selling to the people of 

· 4 · the. state, through the regularchailnels of trade, such school b6oks>a~ shall.be req~ired t~ 

. 5. supply the common schools of the state, for:·~· period of six years, beginning with the first. • 

6 day of September, A. D. 1890. 

S~~; 3. The sealed proposals, mentioned in .section 2 ofthls act; must contain(t definite .. 
·. · . .:;;/¢/_. . . . . . : -.. ' . -. ;· ... ~:.-_ . . ... - . . .. 

2 statement as to the following particulars: 

' ·. Ji'irst, There mu~t be giyen the name cif ~achb6~k, its size, tbenumbe~ of pages, the style . 

of paper, the style of binding; :iJ"i'a date of 

There must be given the retail priceatwhich each book, if ad,opt'ed by the board, 

'wilf be furnished through book' dealers, or oth~r agents, to. the peopl~ of the state, fo~ t~e 

said term of six years. 

· Third, The~e shall be given .the ~xchange price at which each book, on itsintroductioll, ·· 

. will be fUrnished for the book to be displaced. ·· · . 

. SEa. 4. The secretary of the board of school book· commissioners, after having rec~i ved · .· 

~otice of the appointment of the membeJ,"S of said culllJilissiou, shall su·lllmon the~ to a m~et: 
' . - . . . 

ing to be held at his. office in the capitol, apd after being duly qualified aCCGrding to law, a 

a majority of the members shalleo~stitute a quorufil f~r the trans~ction of busine~s, at 

·.which time .the sealed prop6sals. for furni~hing said ~ext books shall b~ opened and bythem •. ·•· 

considered. 



SEc. 5. The commissioners shall also take into consideration the adaptability of said 

2 books to t.he best· methods of teaching; · pnovided fntth~r. thatno • book shall be adopteu, .the 

3 retail price of which is greater than siXty percent of the retail price no.w charged for book~ 

4 ofthe-same kind and quality. And' the said commissione~s shall. have the right t~ reject 

5 any and all proposals, if; in their judgment, the books to be furnished shall not be first class, 

6 andequalin all respects to the best nowaffcirded to the public through the ordinary channels 

7. oftrade~ or, they may ·a~cept bids for particular, kinds or grades ()(.book~. 01nd reje(lt others; 

8 . and they shall have th!l right toagali1 adverti~e for bids for all or any part .of the books to 

9 complete the list, · 

. S:Eo. 6 .. When the board has accepteda bid, either in whole or in part, ot'an:Y person, 
' '·- '' ' ' ' ,. ' ·. .·, 

2 firm, or company, theysha)l cause said per8on, finn, or Company to enter into a full.andsuf-

3 ficient contr~ct with said board. Such, contract sh'J,ll further provide that said person, firm,. 
- . . . -. ' . . . . . - - . ,• 

- . - . . - . ' . - . 

4. or company· shall furnish any and a!l new an~ improved_ editions of such text books con-. 

5 .. tracted fo;, as shall be made or publisher! by them during said tenn of six years, and .at the 

6 pricee stated in such proposals or bids. 

SEo; 7. When the board b.as ma~e a co~tract with any person, firm, or com pan;, as spec-

2 ified in. the preceding sectiory,the said person, firm, or company shall give a bond for the 

3 faithful performance of said contract, with suretiestO be approved bythe bo.ard. Saidbond · 

4. shall ru~ in the name oftli.e state, and be in the sum of five thousand dollarsfor each book - - - . ' "-- : ' -' ' ._ ' :-

5 in the series for which the contract is made. 

SEc. 8. Immediately upon the ~xecution of the co'ntract contemplated in sections 6 and 7 

2 hereof, the secretary shall trammit notice thereof to the auditor of each connty,describing 

3 the system ~f books contracted for, and the several pricesthereof. ~nch notiqe shall- be re' 

4 ft\rred by the auditor to the board of superintendents, at tb.eir next meeting, who shall c~use 
. ' ' ' ' ,' .-

5 thesame to b~ published as a :Pa.rt of their proceedings . 

. SEc. 9. If. the board shall adopt a uniform series of text books, as couteJUplated in this 
',- _- -' --~ - -- ' ' . '. . - . ' - - -

2 'act, it shall be unlawful, while this act remains in force, to nse any other books in the place 

3 .. ·of the books adopted by the board; and if any m~mber of a school board, sub-director, or 

4. other person having .. the oversightofanyschool orschools,'sh;1H u;e, or allow the use of any' such · 

· 5 books, he shall bedeemed guutyofmisdemeanor, and shallbepunished by a fi~enot toex-, 

6 ~eed one hu~dred dollars; provided, that no personwho comes underthe exceptions made in. 
7 ·the next section shall be considered as viol'J,ting the provisions of this act. 

· SEc. 10 ... Nothing in this >1>ct shall be constrried to prevent. the use by a~vanced pupils of 

2 such other additional or supplementary .b~>Oks as may.be :consider.ed necessary to complete 

3 the courseofstudy adopted bya~y school board, nor as abrogating existing contracts· made 

·· 4 for school books;by any school distriet or other locality. 

SEo. 11 . Eachn1emherofthe board of.schorilb0ok commissioners shall receive, as com, 



3·.·. ' ' --

2 pensation, the S~m of .five ·doilal'S for 'each day actuaJ1y eniPJoyed ih . . . . ' ' - . cimying out the vrovis, 

3 'ions of this act, and aU traveling and. other necessary expenses. 

SEc, 12. The sum of five thousand dollars,_ or so much' thereof as may be necessary, .is 
. - . . ' . ' -

· 2 herebY: a,Ppropriated to pay the compensation of the bo~rd, and other necessary expenses: 

. SEc. 13. If, from any cause, the bqard shall be unable t? se,lect and adopt a nuiform 

· 2 . series of text books,. as contemplated in· the foregoing· sections o;. this. apt, then the board 
. . . . . . ' . 

3' .shall proceed at one~ to compile arid prepare the manuscript for a suit;;b\e series of text 

4 . hooks. When this manu~cript hasbeen prepared, the board shall cause said text books to be ·. 
. - - -

5 published; from said manuscript, by the lowest responsible bidder~ 

SEc . .14. When the text books, contemplated in section 13, have been published, the 

• 2 boar'd shall give tlie notice provided in section eight (8), and shall provide, in some suitable 

3 inauner, for the sale anddistribution of said books to the people ofthe state. · 

Sl>lo. 15. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of st')ctions thirtee.u (13), and · 
. . . 

2 . fourteen (14), there is hor!lbyappropriated the sum of fourteenthousand dollars, or so much 
' . 

3 · thereof as may be necessary to pay the expenses of compiling and prep;tringthe manuscript 

4 f~r said textbooks; arid the further silm of sixty thousand dollars, or so much ther!lof as may 

5 be necessary, for a revolvingfund, to pay the expense of nublishing said text books. and for .. 

6 · .the distribution and sale of the same. 

SEo. 16. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent or in conflict herewith, are repealed, 

SEc. 17. This act, being deerried of im~ediate importance, shall take effect and be in force 

2 from and ·after its publication in the Iowa State Register and Des Moines Leader, newspa- . 

3 · pers published at Des Moines . 

. . 


