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A 'BILL 
. FClR AN ACT TO ~STABL[SH A NOR.11AL SCHOOL AT LEMARS, PLYMOUTH.CQUNTY; Trm:r' 

AND APPROPRIATING ONE HUNDREDTHOUSAND•DOLLARS THEREFOR. 

·. · - Be it enacted b'f the Gmeral Assembly of the State oflowa:· 

•• "'I 

·.;. 

SEcTION 1. · That a school for the sp~cial instruction and training of teachers for the coin- . 
·_ . . . . . . : . . .. ' \ ,· . 

· , · 2:. nion schools of this state is hereby established at Le Mars, in Plymouth county, and that the · 

3 sum of seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000); or· so much thereof as may be necessary, be. 

A and is hereby appropriated out of any m~ney iu the state treasury, not otherwis.e appropriated,·· 

. 5 for the purchase and preparation of grounds, and for the erection and coinpletiim of suitable . . - - . .. . . . 

·6 buildings thereon, and for furnishing q,nd equipping the same and for exiJen$eS p~ovidedfoi 

7 · in this act. 
. - . -

SEa. 2. That the governor of the state. shall, as speedily as practi~able, after the taking·.· 
. ' . . ' ·, . - '( .. 

2 ·effect of this act, appoint by and-with the consent of the executiye.council, _three· suitable· 

3 persons, residents of the state of Iowa, who shall constitute a board of commissioners. for- the 
. . -. . . ·. . 

· •· 4 purpose of procuring suitable grounds and e~ecting necessary buildings for the school pro- · . . . . . -

. 5 vided for in this act .. 'rhe peraons, so· appointed shall be subject to removal by th~ gove1·nor, 

6 • and in cas,~ of a vacancy by death, resignation or otherwise, the governor shall fill such 

· 7 · vamuncy by appointment. 

SEc. 3. The board of colll.missioners provided for in section 2 hereof shall, ~s spe,edilYc arter .•. · 
._ .. , . ., 

2 their appointment as practicable, determine the location of, and .purchase or procure the site 
.. ' I ' I' -. . .' . • . 

'3 for such school. The site for such school shall consist of not less than ten acres of land; and 

4 shall be so located a~ to secure an abundant supply of good water, and an oppurtunit; for 
. - ' . . 

5 proper and efficient drainage, and no gratuity or donation shall be received as an inducem~nt > 

6 to such loc~tion, except a donation of ten acres of land. 

SEc. 4. ·That the· deeds for the conveyance of such site shall be executed tq the state · 

.2 Iowa, shall convey an absolut~ titlein fee simple, and be ~ccompanied by an abstract show: 

3 • ing title in the grantor or grantors at the -time of the executior of such, deeds, and·w.hen so · 

4 exe.cuted shall be deposited with the auditor of state ... 
. , ,, . : . . - ' .. . - --_ . . ·. 

SEc, 5. The said board of commissioners shall, ~s soon as practicable, procure 

. plans and specifications and estimates for buildings fo)' the n~e of such 'School.. 
. - - .• • . • • - .. ' I 

SEc. 6. That as· soon as the plam for such buil~ings are -adopted and the drawings .· 



·. itiiite bids or .proposals for the materia,], 1[1bor, and co~struction \)f ~uch buiidings by~dver: . ' 

tiseme~t to be publis_hedfor thirty days iufour daily p~pera pnblisl)ed within the state, one 

5. of which shall be published at .the city. of Des J\11oines; atidthesaid board of ~om missioner~ 
' . ' . ' 

6. shall have power to prescribe such rules and forms • for the making and securing of bids as 

7 they shall deem best; and all contracts shall.be let to the lowest bidder complying with the 

. 8 . rilles and fm;ms prescribed by said board ofconimissioners; .. 

. SEo. 7. .That the said board of commissiotiers shall elllpioy a con:l.petent a\:-chitect and 

2 superintendent of construction, who may in the descretion ot said.board be the same person;. 

3 and who sl;all receive.sach compensation its the said board may byagreerinmt determine. 

SEc: 8. The acconnts and expenditures in the constt·uction ~f thebll.ildings shall be ?Bt:· · 

2 · tilled to by the superintendent and audited and appr.oved by the board of commissioners, 

3 · and then paid by warr;lnts on the. state auditor, drawn in the usualmanner, in favo~ of the 
. . . 

4 party to wbotp. paJ.ment may be due, and the board is authorized to advance and pay on co~-
5 tracts before the same are completely performed, not ex~eeding seventy-fi~e (75) per cent _ 

6 on estimates of material delivered and labor performed. 

8Eo. 9. Before entering upon his duties, each commissioner shall take and sign an oath, ; · 

• 2 and ex:ecute a bond inthepenal sum of ten thousand ($10,000) dollarsfor the use ofthe state 

3 · ~dfiowa, to be approved' by the governor, and filed in the ~lllce ofsecretary. ofstate; condi-
. . 

4 tiotied for the faithful pe~formance of his duties, a~d the hon.est a tid faithful disbur~ement \ 

of, and accounting for all moneys which may come into hishand,s undefthe provisions of 

this act . 

. SEc. 10. The commissioners shall receive the sum of five dollars perday forthe time 

· 2 actually spent in the discharge of their duties, and theil' actual traveling expenses; for such.· 
, 

3 · time and expenses theyshall rencler account under oath. 

SEc.ll. .· Thatthe said board of commissioners shall appoint a secretary from their num-. 
- . . - ' ' . .. . 

2 ber, who shall keep a ;ecord ·of all their proceedings of said board, and an .account of all e~~ · 

'3 pel1ditm·es. 

SEc. 12. 'rhe school. shaD be u~der the management of theboard ofdirectors, and their 

2 successors in_ office; provided for in chapter 129 of the laws ofthe sixteenth general assembly; 

3 ai1dsaidboardshall have the same powers and qualifications and perform the. satlle duties, 

andshall be subject to the samerestricti~ns. One additional direritor shail be elected by 

5. the general assembly for 't1VO. years, who~ shall .be a resident of PJymouth county,. and. 

jwho shall act as_ a member of said board in. all matters relating to the schoo,lprovided for ·. 

7 . fn this act. 

S.EC. 13. As so~n as pra:cticable after the. passage. of .this act, said .board of directors shall 

.orgahize such school at Le ]\farR, and such school shall be CQnduct~d in the buiV1ing now bt2 



( .be erected and accepted by the board-of commissionNs, Provided, the owner oft he building in< 

5. which said North 1~es.terr1 N ormal.school is now being conducted shall lease and deli 1·er poses

li '·· sionof the same to the state ofictwa for such purpose, free ofrent, until such time. as said 
. - ' ' ' - ,- .. ,- ., 

• 7 new building shallbecompletedand accepted; and upon the erection and acceptance of the . 

· · S new buildings provided for in this act, by the bnd of commissio11ers, .the said board .of di

. 9 · 1;ectors shall.ns soon as practicable, provide for the mn.irrtenance of said school in such 

10 · ings, and in the m ttutgament of such school they shnll ia all respects he governed by the. 

11 provisioasofchapter 129 of the laws oft he sixteenth general assernbly. 
' ' ' -

SEa. 14. In addition to the money which is hereby set apart for the purposes of this act 

2 from thegener<tl funds of the state, th~ following s.ums are hereby appropriated for the estab-

3 li.shment and m<tintenance of such school during the two years immediately follo-wing the. 

4 passage of this act: 

5 For necessary iniprove~ents and repairs andfonalaries of teachers and emp1oyes$22,500. · 
. . ' 

6 · For,contingent expenses - - . 2,500 .. 

7 The amount appropriated for repairs ~nd improvementsand ·contingent expenses may be·. 
I 

8 paid at any time upon the order of the board; the remaining sums shall be paid in. equal 

.9 quarterly payments commencing May lst, i890. . 

SF.o. 15. . The said board shall make, at the end of each shoo! year, to the governor, ade- · 

2 tailed report of their proceedings during the year; their report shall als6 contain the !lum, 

3 ber of teacher• employed in the school, with .the compensation of each, the number of' pupils, · 

4 classified; the amount of receipts .a!ld expenditures and the items thereof, witt: such other: 

5 information and recommen.dations .as they may deem expedient, which report shall be em-

. 6 bodied in the superintendent's report to the general ass em biy. 

SEc. 16. This act, being deemed. of immediate importance, shall be in force :from and 

2 after its pnblication,in the IowaStateRegister andDesMoinesLeader, newspapers publishll.d 

3 at Des Moines, Iowa. 


