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BY DAY'flJN OF ALLAMAKEE,l ,-- - --- - . - . [HOUSE FILE NO, 32 .. 

A BILL 
FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC SUHOOL TEXT-BOOKS. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. The ssovernor, the superintendent of public iriRtruction, the president o,f the . 

2 state normal school, the state printer and the state binder shall constitutethebO(lrd oftext· 

3 book commissioners to carry out the provisions .of this act,· 

SEc. 2. Said .board shall meet at the capitol within thirty day~ after the taking effect of 

2 this act, and shall prepare a notice embodying the provisions herein contained. which notice 

:l .·• shall invite sealed proposals in writing from publfshers of school text books, for furnishing 

4 to the pnpils of the schools in this state the text-books provided for herein for a ter.III of five 

5 years from. the date of the contrac:t which may be made tmder this act. · Such notice shall . 

6 state the time of the meeting of said ]:)oard to consider the proposals invHed, which tilne.shall 

· 7 .not be later than six months al'ter th~ date of the first publication thereof, and the place of . 

8 such meeting, and said board shall cause such notice io be published for twenty successive 

· 9 · d~ysin a daily newspapef of general circulation published in the cities ~fDes Moines, New. 

10 York, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Chicugo and St. Louis. 

SEo 3. The text books, for the furnishing of which propositions shall b\l 3.sked, shall re· . 

2 iate to and .treat upov the .following named subjects: Spelling, reading, arithmetic, geogra' · 

3 phy, English grammar, physiology, history of the United States and a graded series of writ· 

4. ing book<i, and shali be in quaiityof matte!\ size, material, blndin~ and mechanical execution, 

5 the speilerwith McGuffey's, the readers with Barnes', the arithmeti~s with Ray's new series, · 

'B the 'geography with the eclectic, the grammar withHarvPy's, the physiology with Steel<J'~ 

'i abridged, the history ofthe United S.tates with Barnes' brief history, the writing books with 

8 the eclectic copy books. 
. . . 

SEo. 4. Every propooition submitted shall be accompa,nied with sampl(ols of the books which 

2. are sUpposed to be furnished, and vvitha boud.inthe penals1irnof fifty thousauddolla~s, with 

3 good and suffi.cie!lt sureties, who shall. be duly qualified under. the provisions of the statutes 

4 of Iowa conc>Jrning sureties, which b~nd shall btl conditicmedto require the making of a sat· 

5 · isfaotory contract, if such proposals or any.part ofthem he accepted by s~id bd~rd,and ~p6n. 
6 the faithful performance ofall.the. conditionsand provisions of such contraCt when so :riiade .. 



. ' . . . ,. - -

' __ - -. '' _-- - ' . -,' '._ ' -, ' - ·_ 

7 · SilCh. proposition shall state the pricAof each book which such publisher, firm. 0rcompany pro-

S pose.s to furnii•h, which price shall not exceed, at the place of sale aud to the individual pur-· . . . 
9 chgser, the price fixed in the following schedule: ·.l<'or the spellingl)ook ten cents, for the first. 

10 reader ten cents, for the Sflcond reader fifteen cents. for thetiJird r,ader twenty-five cents, for 

11 the .fourth reader thirty cents, for the fifth reader forty cents, for the mental artthmetic .. ·• . . . . - . 

12. twenty cents,- for the intermediate arithmetic thirty cents, for the complete arithmetic forty-

13 five cents, £0!' the elementars geography thirty cents, for the complete geography seyenty,five 

l4 cents, for the·et~ment~ry g1·ammaJ; twenty-five eetits, for the completegrammar forty cents, 

15 for the physiology thirty-live cents, for the history of the .United 8tates nfty cents and for 

w· each copy book five cents. 

·sEc. 5 .. 'The board of· text-bo(lk commissioners shall meet,at the time ai1d placeJixed in '-) 

5 said notice, and ~hallopen and examine all proposals Sllbmitted,and ~l;lall contract for such 
. . 

6 books and serie3 of books as sball. meet their approval, taking into consideration the price, 

7 matter, )llaterial, binding and lll<:lclranicalexecution; but' no contract shall be made unless the . ' ' .. - - . . . . 

8 offered books shall accord in every particular with thA provisions of thiolact; at~d no contract 

9 shall be made which shall create anypecuniar;y: liability upon the part oftl:!e.state oroJ any 

10 corporation for school purposes within this state. 

11 · The bo~rd of commissioners sJJlJ;ll have th~right to reject any and all prop0sitions,and t<> 

. 12 accept any part of any proposition and.to reject .the remainde.r. 

· S1llo. 6. Within thirty days after the execution and deliv.ery of any contract nnderthe.pro: 

2 visions of this act, the governor shall announce the fact by publishing· riotice .thereof in tiHl 
. - . ' - - ' ' ' ' . . ' 

3. otflcialnewspapers of ea~h county in 'the state for two successive weeks, .and shall cause 

4 twenty thousand price lists, giving the name and ·price of each boo.k contracted for,. to be 
) 

5 pdnted by. the state printer, and be shall send twohundr"d of such !ll'ioe lists to each county 

6 sliperintet;dentof schools in the state, which lists sh;J.ll be by him distribated to .the senre-. 

·· 7 tary of e~ch school board in .the county, 
'-· - '- \ -- . 

SEc. '(. ·Within sixty days after the execution and delivery of any contract provirled for ·' 

2 1Jerein, it shall be.the duty of the publisher or publislwr~ with whom such don tract is made; 

3 to. place the hooks cot1tracted for with agents of th(lir own selection, sach agents to be located · . -. . . -- - .-- - ' - .... '- - ' '•'' - ' •' '; " 

4 :<in at;least thr.ee c~nveniently .acces~ibh~ places in each county in the statfl, a111lsuoh agents 

5 s~allsu!)ply sai.d b;oks at the prices fixed in said contract to any person offering tq pay said 

· 6 . prices therefm:. 

'] . ARy agent who. shall clmt·ge and receive for any oE said b1okl a gre~ter prioe than that 

8 .named h1. snch oontract, shall be deemed to be gnilty of a misilemeano1.; and •tpon flonviction. 
• - ' ' - ; '' ,_ -- - > ' ,_ - - • --- - - ' -.- - ' -" •' - • - • ' ' -- ' 

. 9 shall pf\Y .a; fine of notless than five dollar:> nor mort:J. than fiftydqllars and costs of prnsP,ci:t, 

010 tion. .The names of such agents and their looatio.nshallhe certified by.tlie publisher appoint~ 

11 ing .them .to the county s;iperintP.nden t o(schools of each county; and a c~rtifi.ed copy ~hereo( 
·12 ~b.all be adUlitted in evidenceuponany~roseuutionundertllis section in proof of snchagenc{ 
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SEc. 8. After the notice by the governorof tbe completion of tl1e contract ff.Jr t~xt-books, 

:;a. a~ provided for herein, has been duly published in the county wherein suchdist~ict town

S· shiP. or independent school district ksituated, it shall be unlawful for the board of di-. . . 

· 4 rectors of anydistrict .township or independe!lt school district, except as hereinafter pro-

5 vided, to introduce .into tlie schools under their control any other sohooltext-books of like 
. . 

6 character and grade with the books provided for by the contract or contracts made in accord-

7 a nee with t!JiR aet, so long as 8nch· contract or contr~ets are in foi'ce; a!ld'dtii'ing said. period 

8 it shall be tlie rl uty of .the bo1rd of directors of every districttownship or iilctepenrlent school 

9 district, except as hereinafter provided, to introd11ce into the schools under their c6ntfolth~ 

·10 text-books which may be contracted herei~under, and to eichange the books of like character 

11 and grade then used in said schools for said contract books upon demand of the contracting 
- - ·_-- ' ' ._ - -- ~ _· \ ~ -- . - : ' - ' - - _· _. . - : - : - : ' '':::- :- ' - - - . 
pnblisher or publishers, if the publisher or publishers shall offer to Iurnish anq shall furnish 

13 such nevv books in e]{change at a price which shall not exceed forty per cent. of the pricll fixed 
... •' - _; ' ' ' ', ' . ' . -:-- ' .·- . - -~--: :_- . 

14 by the contract made with th!J bpard oftext-book.commis~ioners. 

15 Provided, however, that the obligations Imposed by this section shall n~t be held to apply 
' . .. . -

16 • to boards of directors of district to;n•hirs and independent sclwoldistrictsthe electors of 

i7 which sballvote nnd8r the provi~ions oft his act to provide other text,books :free to the pupils 

18 1:esiding thereiti,.and:this act shall not be construed to prevent the adoption and use of more 

19 advanced t~li.t-books upon the sub,iectsnamed .. 

SEc. 9. U ponthe filing with the secretary of any school board of a written petition signed 
. ' - -

. '2 · .. by110t leSS than Dlle-tllird in Illl!fibe!; Of the Qllalified VOters of any distr(cttownship Or inde-

3 pendent school distl'ict. it sliall be the ditty of the board of directors ofsuch district town' 

·l . ship or inrlepencl~utschocildistrict to submit to the electors ther~of at the next annual school 

5 . election thereii1, the :foilow'ing questions: 

6 First-Shall the sChool books contrade£1-for by the board of text-book commissioners b~ 

7 purchased by the district and. loaned to the pupils therein ? 

8 8wond- Shall otherschooltexi-books be pm;chased bythe distri()t and loanc-dtpthe pupils 

9 therein? 

10 

11 

n 

Vl 

14 

15 

Notice Of the submission of said ~nestions shaU be g'iven in the manner and forthetiriie . ' - . . ' 

providfJd. in seution 2of chapter 63~ acts of theni11eteenth general assembly, and a copy of . 

such submitted questions sl!all be p0sted at the polling pl\lce where s~ch election is held and 

iri a oonspieuonR place, and the board of directMrs sh~ll provide print~d ba;lots containing 

s<lid qnestions, uponwhiJhthe electors shall vote by writing after each .question the word 

''yes;, or" llQ." . Should~- majority ofthe electors at St'tch ele.ction Vote affirmatively upon . . . ' - - . . 

16 

It 

both pi·oprisitions, then the books selectPd by the board of text-bookeommissioners, and in 

addition thereto :mbh other teit b)oks as shall be deemed necessary, shall he purchased by 

18 thllboai·d df eli rectors: ShouldtiHl first questi()n only receive a majority df votes ih the 



-4· 

19 affirmative, then only the books contracted for by .the board of text-book: commissioners 

20 .shall be purchased. ·Should the second questioti only receive a majorityof affirmative votes; 

21 then the boardof directors may. adopt and purchase any text'books, foruse in the 'schools in. 

22 the district, which they may see fit to select. . . . - _- . 

23 Books purchased under the provisions of this section shall be paid for from the .con-
. .·__ - : . -. . - . . - . . . __ 

24 tingent fundof the school district or district township, and should there not .l:Je a sufficient 

25 amount .in such. fund- availa!Jle for such purchase, then. the board of directors.shall author- . 

2Q · ize the levy of a tax therefor, which shall not !lXCeed five mills on the dolJar in any one 
- . . . . .- .. _, 

27 year, and books may .be purchased from time to tim!l as may be necessary, but it shaH not be · 

28 lawfulto contract imy indebtedness on the part of any dis,trict, township or\ indep~ndent 

29 school district !D the purchase of suc.h books. 

SEc. 10. Text-books purchased under the provisions bf Ulis act shaH.be loaned by the dis 

2 trict. to each pupil, and shall be returned at the end of each term. When not in use such 

3 'books shall b~ kept in some place of safe deposit; which shall be provided by the board of 

4 directors. 

5 The loan, use and return of said books shaH be under tl).e care of the teacher or teachers 

6 of the schools of the district, who shall keep aeorrectaccount~f the books.loaned and re-

7 turned; and if any punil shall lose, destroy, or materiaHy injure any book so loaned, the parents . - ' - - - ' ' - - . - . - . - --- . . - ' -- - •. 

8 of sur.h pupil ~hall be responsible to the school district or district township .for the value of 

• 9 such book. 

SEc. 11. ·It. shall .l:le unlawful for any school director,officer, teacher, or county supon·iu-

2 ten dent of schools to act as agent for any school text~ book or school supplies during such term 

3, of office or employment, and any school director, offic(lr, teacher or county sup~rintendentwho 

4 shall act as such agent, or who shall ~tcoept any gift from any pul:llisher of, or dealer in, 
'- . '' ' ' ,• ' ' . 

5 .· sobooltext-l:looll:s orschool suppliEls, during the term of such office or employment, shall l:l~ · 

6 deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall upon conviction thereofl:le fined_notless than 

7. ten dollars nor morethan one 4undred'dollars,and. pay the costs of prosecution. -' . . - .- - . ' . '_. ' . 

SEa. 12. If at any time the sureties upon the bond, which is required by this act from the · 

2 contracting pul:llisher or either of them .. shall remove from the s~ateoi' l:leoome insolvent, or if. 

3 for any. other reason the board of text-book commissioners. shall deem said bond insufli-- - - - '- . . . - ' . - . ·- •' . 

4 cien't,they shallrequire additionalsecurity to be given by said publisher, and if such additional 
' 

5 .. security l:l,enot given within a time fixed by said board, .which time shall not be less than 

6 ninety days from the date of service of notice in writing, requiring such fu:rtlier security, upon 

7 . such co~traotiw\' publisher, then said board. of text-book commissioners shall have 'thepow~r ·-·- ' - ' . ' ._ . - -, - ._ - ' -- -

8 . to termin~J,te. said contract. 

9 . If at· anytime after the making ot the contract provided for herein, the contracting pub-. ,_ _. - - - . . ' '- - ' ; . ' ' ' . 

10 lisher should fail or refuse to comply with th~ terms of his contract, whereby any material 
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'd~mage should result to imy per·soll or corporaticiti, the board qf text·h~ok: com.11iissioners is 

lun'ehy empowered ill their discretiouto cause suit to be hrough tupon thE') bond giv~n bysafd · 
> - - -. ' ' - • ' -Jj - . - .-, '- - - - - - - ', - . - - . ' ::- ~ _· 

contracting publisher, to recover the damage sustained; such suit shall·be brought>in 

name ofthe stateupo~ the relation of the person or corporation injured, H~c! 
dueted by the attorrieycgeneral. 

' - '.' . ' --.' . - - -

.SEC. 13. Thereis hereby appropriated from ally available money~ iD. the sfate treasury the 

the sum of one tllori~and dollars, or so much thereof a,s may be necessarily expended incar6· . 

ing out the provisions of this act, and there~hall beallowedto each of the members of said 

.. board of t(lxt-])ook commissioners, not receiving asalary:ftom thestate,,the suin of ten dollars·. 

5 for .each day in which he is actnrally employ.ed upon said hoard, and J.oeach member 

:rc>sidingat the capital, milea!l"e at hie rate of five cents per mile .for tll!3 distance b:aveled.i11 

going toand returning from each meflting. W arra!ltS shall be drawn upon tW) e~rtificate ()f · 

8 th.e governor, as president ofthe board, attested by the signature of the snperintendent of· 
-- . . 

priblic instruction, as secretary. 

SEa. 14: This act being deemed to be of immediate importance, shall take effect upon, and· 

. be in force from, the date of its publication in the Des Moines Leader and IowaState Registe<, .··. 

· 3 !lewspapers published at I)es Moines, Iowa.. . . . 

• J ~ 


