
a,·:SILL .--· 

•FOR AWACT TO ES'l'ABLI.:ili A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF TEXT BOOKS FOR USE IN .THE 

COMMON SCHOOLSOF THESTA'rEO;IOWA,AND TOHE~UdE THECO;,;OFTHE 
' ' - - ' ' - ' ' - ' _- "_- -_- .--, - --- -··-· -- -. 

SAME; DEFINING THE DU'l'H;S OF CERTAIN OFFICERS. NAMED· THEREIN, AND .. 

PROVIDING CERTAIN. PENaLTIES FOR A . VIOLATION 0]' THE PROVISIONS • 

·THEREOF. 

B~ it e~~ctedlry the General As~e~bly ojthe J:Jtat~ oj Iowa:. 

SECTION L. That the state educatillnalbo<trdof examiners shaJJ constitute a commission 

2 for the purpose of making aselection for use in the common. sghools of this state;.ofa series 

~3 of school text booksinthethe following branches oLstudy, namely: 

4 Spelling, reading, arithm"etic, geography, English grainmar, physiology, histln'y of .. the 

5 . Unite.d States, and a graded series of writing hooks. · 
: ' ._ -- -- ' ' •, .--

6 The speller tobe equal .in size and quality to 'sh0ups spellin1s hook; readers 

7 readers; arithmetics to.Greenleaf's;·geographies to Harper's err Niles';.gr~mmars toHarv!)y's; 

8 . history. tos\Vinton's; physiolog~ to Steele';: copy books to. Spencl)ria!l.COpy boqks. 

SEc. 2. The said commissicJn shall on the tak:ing effect of this act; ad¥ertisei_n such ne•Ws'·· .· 
. - ~ ' ' . - ' ~ - ' '' ' ' -

2 papers as thtJy may designate, for. a period of six weeks, that at a tinw and pla,Qe fixedin said 

· 3 notice, not later than six months :ifter the first publication thereof, the 6omfuission will re' ·-- ' - - . -- ' ' ,- ' ' -_ ' - '-- ' - ' -.. _ ,_-. ·-- - -. -. 

4 ... ceive seal!Jd proposals .on the .• fqllowing: 

· 5 · First.. From publis!J:ers of. school textbooksforfm:nishingbooks to the schoql boar.ds . ot> 

6. district)ownships or in~ependent districts in the st~te 0f Iowii>for a periOd of five yeats;· 
. . ' ·- - . ' " -

7. stating Specifically iri. SllCh, bid,. the price at. Which each book wi]l be furni~lied and aiJ.COnl-

8 · · panyihg sueh bid with specimen cO:Qies of each and all of said books. · 
' ' ' .. - . . ' ·-

9 · Second. Ftomautb9rs·oro"'ners of manuscript ot bo()]>s not published; and the price · 

10 al).d termsforwhi~~theywillsell the sa,!lle and. the cop!right thEJreof.· Provided, ·.that· .. an··. 

ll. bids. by. publish~rs herein provided for,musfbe •accompani~d .bY' bond in the su.m of fifty 

·12 .tl:tOvsall~ dollars, appro~edbyth\l govElrnor of .. this state, and ·.coJ1ditioried that• the bidder .. 

13 .. sha]l fulfill his contract to the. satisfaction of thilc6mt11issioll, and provided further, that no. 

14. bid shall'be consideredunles~ accom.pariied by an affid~vit of the pu]Jlisherth~t he is not a 
... '- ' - ' .- . ' '' -· ' .,-· ,'' •, ,·' 

15 . p~rty t~ any trust or s.l'nctica~~. to prevent tile he~eli~s M com, petition. 

Ands11ch.cqmm,ission shrtll have the right to reject any or all bids;· ot.rej(jCt ariy bid lis ~c> 



SEo:3;. It. shall.betheduty of suohcommissiimt<i meet althetime arid placemeutioned 

· 2 in said notice, and ope!l a,ud examine all se . .tled proposals r~ceived in pursuf),nce ··of the prib" 

3 lished notice, and determine under which of said proposals the scbpol books could be fur" 

4' . nished to the people of the state, at the lowest price, taking into conslde;atio~ the size, qual-

5 ity, material a~d ·subject matter of such _bobks .• _ .. _··. 
. . .-- . - . ----- --~ ·-, . _;· -_ ,_. -· ._ . _- .--~__ ' -- -_- :_- ' - '' •, - - -. -- .- ·- ' . - ' . 

·· S:IDc, _4. Said commission shall not contract with· anyprie.for such bogks atprices in excess 

•. 2 ofthefollowing, including charge§forcarriage and delivery to the several'cou~ty .superirl-. 

teudents of the state:. 

4 . Spelling book, 15 cents. 

5 Fir;t reader, 10 cents .. ·. · 

6 Second reader, 15 cents: 

.7 · Third reader, 25 cents. · 
. . -· ._- ' . 

· 8 .Fourth reader, 30 cents, 

· .9 · Fifth reader, 40 cents .. 

10 .· .. ~rithmetic, Intermediate, 35 cents. · 

11 Arithmetic, Complete; 45 cents. 

12 Geography, Elementary, ·35 cents. 

13 ··Geography, Complete,. 80 cents. 

14 ·., Grammar, Elementary, 30 ce!lts; 

15 _Grammar, Complete, 50 cents.· 

16. History of the United ~tates, 65 cents . 

. 17. · Physiology, 50 cents. 
! 

18. · ·. Copybooks,· 6 cents each. · 
. --- -~ 

. SEc. 5, lf, on examination of such proposals, the commissioir should be of. the opinion 

~2 £b.atsuch books•conldhefurnished cheaper by.pro()urii1garid.p1lhlishiJ1g manuscripts of any 

3 ·,or aU/of said books, it shall then betheirdutyto advettise for:sealed proposals for the publi- . . ', -- - - ' ' - ,-". - ' ' ' _-._ ' -_ -·_ . -' - - ; . 

4 .. cation<()f said manuscripts arid provide for tlie compensatioh.of the 6\Vnet and publisher (jf . ' ,• ' . ' ' ' -' -- - -

5 said manuscript. 

SEc.· 6, It shall be the .duty of. fl,ll persons awarded cmitracts underthis act to file with 

. 2 ..• each coi:uity superintehdent in. .the state a specim!m copy o:fthe book o:r books to be fur" . -·-. -' . . -- ', .- . -.- - ' - ,- ' - ·--

3 ··· ~ished, and if a.ny contractor shall-furhish an¥ books ihfe~ior or different in q_uality' from · 
. - } ', -- .. - -,- _. - ., . ' . . - ·-

4 :- such specillJ.en Copi~s, he 'shalt f0rfeit his C!)ntract<andbe1iable()n his' bond foi· anyloss occac 

5 sioll.Eid thereby. 
' . '" - . :: 

SEO. 7 .. Itsli:allbeanexpressstipuhttionin every contract made i!l pursllahce .ofthis ., 

2 ·. act,.that the state of IOwa shall not beli_able for any~umt~ any -contraCt~r hereunder, !tna 
1! sucheontractors shalf receive th&ir col)lpensation $Ol(Jlyfrom the pro()eeds ·of sales as pro' 

_4 vid~d for in this act. ·• 



SEc .. $ .. As s()on· ~s such commissi.on· shall have. e,nteredjntoany co~tractfof the 

2 ·. ing of school book~, it s_hallhe tM drtty-o(the-governortoissue his ~pr~clamati()ll annbunc' 

• .3 ··- ing such fact, an,d :withiu•·tbirty days there_itfter•and;:\t suqh other times as rnaybe. 

·· 4·.,· theschoolboard.sin theseve.ral.idistricts shaH certify_tp theco)lntys~periritendent of their 

.5 respective counties the 1J.U!llperand kind. of t11xt-b&ok~- required in their district. Such 

6 •. _.cou11ty superintendent shallforthwithmakerequisition for theJJMks required. upontbe 8ti:· 
-, . _perintendent.of._public .-jnstruction, who._shalliillmediat,ely' order s·~idbooks .from the con-

. S ·,. praetor, and said contractor shall' within ninety da,Ys ship.the J:iooks so ordered directly to the 
,·· ' - - . -· ,' - --·- -__ - : -. ·.· . . . 

9 s.everalco1mtysuperi~tendents. Upon receipt of-such books such•countys~perintende~ts 
·. ·· 10. shall imlnediately notify all secret~ries of ,school boards to irurrt.ediat~lytake charge of books .. 

·._ .11 ·. ~ssigoried to their. se~er(tl districts, and be. shall· tah their several Teceipts· therefor. Our~
J2 cejpt.of said .books by such secretary ofschool.board, he, ~hall ~urnish· them, on· demand. of · 

13 the school,patronSor school children of his district, at the ~ontra<,Jt price fixed by- the• corn, •.•. 

14 rrtissi()n; .and said school officers ~balLh~ve the power)o ~ellsaidbooksforeash only, a~dif 

15 they should ~ell any books otllEw tha~ for .the cash price they $1iall be liable personallY and 

16 oll.their officialbond therE)for. . . . 

SEC, 9: Whenever,. in. the. judgrnent of the board of. direct() i-s ot>anY sc hooi dist£ict, ther~ 
· 2 are in.di gen,t children or children of indigent ,parents in theii . districts, srich children. rnay- b~ .. 

· .. 3 fl.lr11ished with such scbool.teox;t,books free of cost, and p]ie hoard is authorized to •draw on 

. 4 . the con,tin.gent fu!ld to-pay-for thesa,me ... 

• SEc. 10. Nothing ill this act shall prevent the s~veral school boards. or the State _com, 

· ·2 mission from makinga~rangements for·the sale or .. exchange or -o~her;distribution(Jfsnch···· 
·3 boOks aP may be OWned by the pupils at the. time .of the taJdng effect ()f this act! 

. - - _' -_ . . ' - :- . '. -;=- ' ., .-_ ·- - · __ . . 

SE<vll. At. the expiration of three_ mo_nths aftet: the receipt of~uch books from .the . ,' -. 

2. county-supjlrintendent, and every. thre!l months • thereafter, it shall he th\l. duty o( each secre- .· 

3 tary- ofthe school board receivingbooks under this aQt, to rerJOrt .under o(tth to the county · .- •. " _._,_-' - ', ·- - . -; - - · __ - - ·- . .- ---- -__ .- _.-- -' . ___ -_ 

4 supe~intendent tl;leliumberot books sold, the amountofmoney receivedt!J.et;efor, arid shallr 

5 pay over all moneys collected from such sales, and . return all hooks unsold to said countY .· . 
' . . - - . . ., 

'6 superintendent, and in case OfthefailurEJ>of any Becretary ()fsuch school board to. make such 
. . - - . - . . 

. 7 reports, he shail he liable oi1 his olncialboll.d for an ~cco11riting, aucHtshall be .the duty of 
. -, - ' .- -

8 · the county- superintendent to institute suit· for the· rec'ove~y- ofsuch moneys in the. name of . 
· 9 ~he cdunt;y. · 

8EO;.J2 It shall be the d_utyofthe S61lilral county superintendents within thirty days 

2 · fro in the issuing ofthe proclamation by the governor to. en.terinto a b0ndi~ ~sum. equal to 

3 one hundred dollars for each thousand inhabitants in their ~especti;e ~ouuties, as sho~n by 

.4 la&t preceding census, said b~nd to'b~ approved by. the libard of ~upervisors and conditioued 

5-· .in the honestarid.full accounti~g for aitmoneysandbooks which maycolUe into their ha~!ls .. 
< •• _ -- _. -, ' '- -

6 uriderthe ~revisions ofthis act. 



__:4--~ 
; . -_ . . -

. ·.,SEC. 13; · Each county superintendent in thisstate, within tea days after tile quarterly 

2 :teportshel'einbefore provided for, .sh~ll II).ake a full, detailed a!ld verified report to the con~ 

3 tractor of all books solei in his county by the school officers thereof, accompatti.ed by. all ca~h 
- ' - -

4 received bynim for such books, and a duphcate of such report ~hall be filed in the .office Qf 

5 ·the county auditor. On the failure. of such county supet;intend~nt to rria,ke suchreport and 
. . l . 

·6 transmit the cash as required by thi~ section, a right of a<Jtion shall accrue tp the contractor 

. 7 . :_tgainst such superintendent and the sutetiesonhis bond for the recovei,'Y.Pf moneys not ac~ 

. 8 counted for ortraiismitte,d, an'd any damages resulting, and said judgmer1t may inclridea 

9 reasonable attorney fee for the prosecution of such snit . 

. ~E~. 14. If any school officer shall demand or.securefor a~y book II).orethan'the contnict ... 
' ' : - '' ' . . - . -- -, . -

2 price for schooLbooks, he shall be dee'med guilty of a misdemea:i:tor, and on convictio!lthereo'f 

3 · shall be fim)d in any sum not ~ore than a himdred clo!Iars, or imprisoned in thecotmty j~il .··· · 

· .. 4 not.to exceed sixty days; 

SEo.15, Any school officerwhoshallJraudulently fail or refuse at the expinition of his · 

2 term of office, upon due notice, to pay ovar and deliver to theP.ersol1 by law entitiedthereto,. ' 

3 all moneys or books which· have come into his hands by the. provisions hereof, shall be 

·. 4 deemed guiity.of embezzlement and punished acco~dingly. 
' ' 

SEc. 16. 'rhe sum of one thousand dollars, out of the funds of the. state treasury' not 

2 otb~rwise appropriated, is hereby appropriated for catrying out theprovisions of this act 
. . 

SEc. 17. This act being deemed of immediat\) importance shall take effect .. on aud after 

.. 2 jts publication. 

. . 


