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A BILL·· 
FOR AN ACT TO SECURE TO CHILDREN BETWEEN TIIE ·AGES. QE' SEVEN 

AND FOURTEEN THE BENEFIT OF AN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION;· 

Be it enacted by tlte ·General. LlsBemb{;y of the ·State of Iowa: 
' . . 

'SEoTro:r;< L ·That every person havi11g. under his coutroJa child I:Jet'IVeen the age• of seven 
. . 

2 · :rn<:Ifourteen years, shaJl amiually .cause such childto atte_nd,foratteastsixteenweek~;at · 

3 least eight weeks of which attendance ~hall beeobsecutive, som~ public day schooUn the. dis· 

4. trict in which he resides, which time' shall commence with the beginning of the firstterm of 
' - . - - . 

5. th~ school year, or as soon thereafter as due notice shall be served upon the persons having· 
- . - - ·-· . 

· 6 such control, of his duty under this act. For every neglect of such duty the person offending. 

7 shall forfeit tothe use of the public schools of such district, a: sum not less than one. nor more 

8 than twenty dollars, and shall stand committed until such fine and costs ofsuit are paid. 

9 But If any person so neglecting shall show to the satisfaction of the board of directors .that 
- ' - ~ ' - ' - ' ' - ' ' - - : 1 - . . -_- - . - - . ' ' . i '- . 

10 such child, has attended for .alike period of time a private.day school approved l:ly the board 

ll . of directors of the district in. which such child resides, or that instruction has otherwise been, . 

12 . given f()r a like period of time to such childin the branches commonly taught lh the public 

1& school, or that such chiid has already acquired the branches of lea:rning taught.in .the public 

l4 sclwols, or that his physical or mental conditiQn, as declared by a. competent physician, is such 
' . ' . - _. . ' . 

· 15 as .to render. such attendance inexpedient and impracticable, then such p~nalty shall not be 

16 incm:red. Such fine shall be paid, when collected, to the school treasm:er of such district and 
• ' '· ._·_ --- - ,--;._ :. - < •• - -_. 

17 shall be a part of the contingent fund, to be accounted for by him as other' Achool money . . . '' - - - ' -- -' ' - ------' ' . .,_ 

18 raisedforschooLpurposes. But no school shall be regarded a~ a school u11der this acituriless 
. . 

l!J there shall be taught therein the branches required to betaught in the public schools oflowa. 

~> S:Eo. 2 .. It shall be the duty ofthe board of direotors in every district to appoint one or 

·. 2 more truant officers, whose duty it shall be carefully to inquire concerning all supposed vio· 

3 lations of this act, and' to enter complaint against all persons who sh:rllappearto be guilty of 

4 such violation. It shall be the duty, also; of said officer to arrestchildreu.ofschool·goingage ·· 
·, -~ . . 

5 . who habitually haunt pU:blicplaces and have no lawful occupation, and also truant.children · 

. 6 who absent themselves from school without lea ~e. and to place them~i~. charge. ~f the teacher 

7 ·having charge of the public school which the said ~hildren, are by law ebtitleHo attend. 

8 · And it shall be the duty of said teacher t~ assign !laid children to the properoUtss~s, and to 
' ,, -

9 instl,'ucUI;tem in such studies as they are qualifie'iLt~ pursue. Said tr~ant oflic~rs shall have 



• 
.· __:2~ 

10 such compensation Jortheln services rendered,uhder this act, as shallbe d~termined by the. 

11 board of directors appointing such officer, whic!J. compens<ttion shall be paid from the con· . 

. ·. 12 · tingentschool fund ofthe district; 

SEQ. 3. Any person having corttrol of a cliild,whowithintent to evadethe provisions of 

2 this act, shall make a willful false" statement .concerning the age .of such child, or the time such .. 
- ' '.- ' ' - . ·.,_ '-- -_ . _-' -' _,-__ ., __ -. •' --: : ': ', ·. . _. 

·' 3 child has attended school, shall, for such offense; forfeit a sum of not.less than thr.ee dollars· 
. . 

· • 4 nor more than twenty dollars for the U:se of the public suhools of'suchdistrict. 

SEo. 4. Prosecutions U:nderthis act shall be instituted <tlld carried on.by the authority of .. 

2 . suchboards and be brought in the name of the stateofiowa fOr the use of the school fund of 

3 . said·district . 

. SEo. 5. Police, municipal courts, jnstiees of the peacR, and judge$ of the county court, 

2 sha1l have jurisdiction within their respective counties of all the offell.ses described iri this act: 

. I 


