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A BILL 
FOR AN ACT PROHIBITING THE LEASING OF CONVICT LABOR WITHIN TH]!} 

• STATE OFIOWA,ANDPROVIDINGFORTHE EMPLOYMENT OF SUCH LABOR. 

· Be it enacted by the Genwal Assembly of the State of IinJJa: 
I 

SECTION L ·That from and after the paso.age of this act no contract shall be· made or 

2 entereil into by the warden of the penitentiary or other person or persons at Fort Madison 
' 

. 

3 or Anamosa,or any other place within the State of Iowa, with .any citizen of this State, or 

4 other person, for the labor or service of persons sentenced to such penitentiaries for crime . 
. 

SEc. 2. That all persons so sentenced and confined under the provisions of section 4770 
• 

2 of the Code of Iowa to imprisonment at hard labor shall be employed at hard labor under 

3 the charge and supervision of r.he warden of the penitentiary, and such other officers subor-
. 

4 dinate to the said warden as the General Assembly shall appoint or direct to be appointed 
. 

5 . by the Governor. 

SEc. B. That all co:uviots so employed shall receive quarterly wages equal to the amount 

2 of their earnings, to be fixed from time to time by the authorities of the penitentiaries and 

3 approved by the Governor, from which board, lodging, clothing and the cost of trial shall 

4 be deducted and the balance paid to their families or dependents. In case none appear the 

5 amount shall be paid to the convict at the expiration of his term of imprisonment. 

SEa: 4. That snch employment of prisoners shall be limited to the ordinary mechanical in-

2 dustries and trades, and shall be solely and exclusively by. hand )abor, and no steam power, 

3 band or foot, or power machinery shall be used or allowed to be used in connection with 
• 

4 the labor :'of such prisoners. - . 

SEc. 5. The products of the labor of the prisoners referred to in section one of thi~ act 

:& shall be uAed, occupied or consumed in and for the use and benefit of the public institutions 
. 

3 and buildings of this State. The warden shall, as far as may be, have manufactured in the 

4 . penitentiary such articles as are in common use in the several State institutions. He shall 
• 

5 from time to time notify the officers of such institutions having charge of the purchase·; of 

o supplies, of such goods as be bas remaining on hand, and said officers shall, as far as may be, 
' 

• • . 
7 purchase of said articles as are necessary to the maintenance of the institutions which they ' 

• 
' . . 

8 · may represent. Such prvducts, however, shall in no case be offered for sale in pUblic market 

9 or at private sale in the ordinary course of commerce, trade and business in this State, nor 
. 

10 shall the same be exported out of the State to any other State or Territory in the United 

11 States ; Provided, That nothing in this ant shall interfere with the present exportation of 
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. 12 such articles and products to 

13 United States. . · 

countries under the Constitution and laws 

SEc. 6. All contracts in regard to convict labor heretoforf'l· entered into in a.ccordance ·. . . . . .. 
• • ' 

2 with the laws of the State and remaining incompleterl or unfulfilled at the elate of the 

II passage of this act shall be held inviolate and are not to be in any way affected by this act, 
' . ' - . . . 

4 but such contracts shall Iiot be resumed or continued directly or indirectly under any pre· . . 

5 tence whatsoever . 
. ,, 

• • 
SEc. 7. This act shall not be taken or so construed as to affect· any regulation now exi~t-. 

' . . . 

. . ' . 
2. ing or which may hereafter be made in accordance with law in regard to the employment of . . . 

' ' . ' l . ' . 

3 prisoners confined. in the penitentiary at Anamosa, Jones County, in the State· quarries ad· · · . . . 
• 

4 jacent to said penitentiary at Anamosa, in Jones County. 

· · SEc. 8. The purpose of this act is to prevent in fntm'e all convict labor from being brought· 

2 into competition· with the products of free labor in this State, and it .shall 
. 

be so construed · 
• 

3 and interpreted by all courts as to best affect such object. 
• • • • • I 

SEc. 9. Any officer of this Rtate or any other person who 8hall be guilty of a violation of 
. • I . . . . . 

2 any of the provisions of this act shall be deemed guilty of a viol~tion. and misdemeanor • • • 

4 of the State shall 

5 by such conviction be removed from such office. 

with the provis-
. 

2 


