
.BY GARLOCK.] [SEN ATE FILE No. 135-PRINTING . 

A BlLL 
FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A SUPERVISOR OF STATE PRINTING AND TO PRO

VIDE FOR LETTING CONTRACTS FOI~ DOING THE STATE PRINTING. 

Be it enacted by tlw General Assembly of t!UJ 8tate of Iowa : 

SEcTION 1. The Governor shalL by and with the adviee and consent of the Executive 

2 Council, appoint a Rupervisor of Public Printing, whose term of office is two years, who 

3 must bfl a practical printer, and who, before entering upon the discharge of his duties, mubt 

4 give bond, with sureties approved by the Governor. to the State, iu the sum of five thousand 

5 dollars, conditioned for the faithful performauGe of his duties; and the bond, with the oath 

6 of office and approval of the Governot· indorsed thereon, shall be forth with rleposited with 

7 the Secretary of State. 

SEc. 2. All printing for the executive department shall be ordered through the Snper-

2 visor, who shall direct the manner in which the same shall be printed, which shall be in as 

3 compact form as consistent with good workmanship; and hP. shall see that the full number 

4 of copies ordered is received from the printer and delivered to the proper department; he 

5 shall audit all accounts for printing and binding, and keep a record of the cost of printing 

6 and binding, the amount of paper used, and the entire expense of each document or item; 

7 and a copy of each document shall be duly filed and preserved by him; with the cost en-

8 dorsed upon it; he shall not have any interest in the contracts for printing. 

SEc. 3. He shall be entitled to receive from the Executive Conucil such quantities of pa-

2 per provided by the State for public printing and binding as he may, from timtl to time, 

3 require, giving his receipt therefor; and, annnally, on or before the first day of May, he 

4 shall account and settle therefor with the Executive Council; and fur any of the paper so 

5 reGeived, not accounted for, he shall be charged the cost thereof and fifty per cent addi-

6 tional. 

SEc. 4. He shal1, annually, make a full report to the Governor of the operations of his 

2 department; and a detailed exhibit of the receipts and expenditures. The Execntive Coun-

3 en 8hall be em-officio Commissioners of Public Printing. 

SEo. 5. The printing for the 8tate shall be divided into five cla.-.,ses, to be let in contracts, 

2 as follows: The printing of all bills for the two bt·ancb.es of the General Assembly, to-

3 gether with such resolutions and other matters as are ordered by the two brancheE~, or either 

4 of them. to be printefl in bill form, shall constitute the fir8t dass, and shall be let in one 
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5 contract; the printing of the journals of the Senate and House of Representatives and of 

6 such reports, communications and other docnments as enter into and make a part of the 

7 ,journals, shalloonstitute the second class, and shall be lt ... t in one contract; the printing of 

8 all reports and all communications and other documents ordered by the Gen·eral Assembly 

9 or either branch thereof, or by the executive departments to be printed in pamphlet form, 

10 together with the volumes of public documents, shall constitute the third class, and shall be 

11 let in one contract; the printing of the general and local laws and joint resolutions, Rhall 

12 constitute the fourth class, and shall be let in one contrallt; the printing of all blanks, cir-

13 culars, and other work necessary for the use of the executive departments, other than l:1uch 

14 as shall be printed in pamphlet form, shall condtitute the fifth class, and shall be let in one 

15 contract. 

SEc. 6. The Commissioners of Public Printing shall, between the first day of February 

2 anrl the first day of April, bi-ennially, give notice for the period of at least thirty days, in 

3 two or more newspapers printed in the city of Des Moines and one newspaper in each of at 

3 least six cities in the State outside of the city of Des Moines, that sealed propo;:,als will be 

4 reeeived at the office of the Secretary of State for executing the several classes of the public 

5 printing, in separate contracts, for the term of two years, from and after the first day of 

6 May next ensuing, which propoRals shall distinctly and specifically state t.he price per t.hou-

7 sand ems for the composition of all matter embraced in the five classes of printing, or such 

8 of them as are covererl by the bid; the price per token for all press work embraced in the 

9 first, second, third and fourth classes, and the price per quire for the press work contained 

10 in the fifth class, at which the bidder will undertake to do the work embraced in the class 

L 1 or classes of the printing covered by his proposals ; and each proposal must be accompanied 

12 by a bond. execnted in due form by the bidder, with at least two good and sufficient sure-

13 ties, sati~:~factory to the commissioners of public printing, in the sum of five thousand dol-

14 lars, eonditioned for the faithful performance, pursuant to this ohapter, of such clasR or 

15 classes of the state printing as may be awarded to him; and for the payment as liquidated 

16 dama~es by such bidder to the State of any excess of cost over the bid or bids of such bid-

17 der which the State may be obliged to pay for such work by reason of the failure of such 

18 bidder to complett'l };lis contract.; the bond to be null and void if no contract be awarded 

Hl him. No bid unaccompanied by such bond shall be entertained by the Commissioners of 

20 Public Printing. 

SEc. 7. The Commissioner~5 of Public Printing, or a ma:iority of them shall, within two 

2 days after the expiration of the term for receiving proposals, as aforesaid, proceed to open 

3 all such proposals hy them reoeived, and they shall, on careful examination and computa-

4 tion, a ward the contract for each class of printing to the lowest responsible bidder therefor; 

5 but nothing herein contaim~d t'hall be construed so as r.o prBvent the same person from be-

6 coming contractor for two or more clas~:~es of the printing if he be the lowest bidder there-
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7 for; anti if two or more p~rsons bid the same and tt.~ lowest prke for any class or classes of 

8 the printing, the Commissioners shall awarrl the contract to such one or more of them as in 

\l their opinion will best subserve the interest of the State, having reference, however, to a 

10 division of the work, as far as practicable, among the several lowest bidders, as aforesaid; 

11 and if two or more bidders propose for the same contract, and the proposal of one be lower 

1~ on composition, and that of another lower on prPs~ work, then the Commissioners shall 

13 make a ~:;trict computation, based on the w0rk of the same class of printing of the preceding 

14 year, and assign the contract for such class t) the lowest aggregate bidder for s'uch class as 

15 appears by such computation; and all printing under this chapter must be exLJcuted within 

16 the State, and all appertaining to the first and fifth clas8eS must b~ executed in the City of 

17 of Des Moines. The necessary expense of transportation of paper, proofs, or printed sheets 

18 to and from Des Moines shall be defrayed by the wntractor. 

~Eo. 8. The bills, resolutions, and other matters specified in the first class of printing 

') shall be printed in folio foolscap form with small pica type, each page to contain not less 

3 than thirty lines of solid matter of the usual length, with a great primer reglet only in each 

4 space between the lines; and in countiug tlw composition upon the bills, r esolution.:;. and 

5 other matters contained in the first class, the samP. shall be measured as solid small pica 

6 matter; every necessary fraction of a page shall be counted as a full page, but no entire 

7 blank page can be noun ted or charged for. 

SEc. ~. The · journals of the two branches of the General Assembly, spedfied in the 

2 second class, shall be printed in super-royal octavo form, on neat long primer type, with at 

3 least sixteen hundred ems in a page, without any unnl::!cessary leads, blank or broken lines 

4 or pages. 

Sec. 10. The volumes of public documents and reports, communicatious, and other mat· 

2 ters specified in the third class, shall be printed on thtJ same kind of type, and the pages 

3 shall be of the same size as required for the journals in the preceding section; and so much 

4 of the annual reports of the officers of the executive departments, and of the superintend· 

5 ents of the public institutions, as contain the remarks of tho~:;e offices may be single leaded 

6 with leads uot exceeding in thickne-ss six to pica; the volume~::~ of public docnmeuts shall 

7 contain nothing that is to be inserted in the laws and journals of the same year, and the 

8 variom reportt:~, communications, and other documents inserted therein shall follow each 

9 other in as close, compact order as is consistent with good workmanship, without the inter· 

10 vention of unnecessary blanks or separate title or half-title pages; and the pagin;? thereof 

11 shall be consecutive, aud at the conclusion there shall be an index referring to the particu· 

12 lar page at which each separate document commences; and in all cases when any docu-

1.3 ment is ;printed in pamphlet form by order of the General As!:!embly, or either branch 

14 thereof, by the contractor for the printing of the volumes of public documents, which is also 

Hi inserted in the volume of public documents, and in all cases when any snch document is 

I if~ . 
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16 printed in pamphlet form by the contractor for the printing of the journals which is alf:o 

17 printed in the journals. but one charge shall be made or allowed for the composition 

18 thereof. 

SEo. 11. The laws specified in the fourth-class shall be printed in super royal octavo form, 

2 on good long primer type, the pages to be of the same size and form as those of the journals 

3 and documents specified in the two preceding sections, with marginal notes to the general 

4 laws in brevier type, similar to those heretofore inserted. The printing for the executive 

5 departments embrat;P.d in the fifth class, shall be executed in a style consistent with good 

6 workmanship, and with due reference to economy. In estimating the composition, all work 

7 in script type, or of whinh S<'ript is the chief kind used, ~hall be eRtimated as pica, and meas-

8 ured by the surface actually covered, not by the size of the sheet used. All open work, 

9 such as letter heads, blank deeds and the like shall be estimated in the same manner; but 

10 no job shall be counted as less than one thousand eins. All work in other than script type 

11 shall be estimated according to the type act.ually used; and when different kinds are used 

12 in a single job, it may be measured and estimated proportionately for the different kinds 

13 used. In estimating press work, in the fifth class, a quire shall be considered twenty-four 

14 impressions of a side or page, as the case may be, of twenty-four full sheets of such paper as 

li"> the p!·oper officer may furnish, with such matter as the printer iR directed to put upon it; 

Hi but no job of press work shall be estimated at less than one quire. 

BEe. U. In estimating t.he composition of all pamphlets, laws, journals and volumes vf 

~ public documents, every necessary fraction of a page shall be counted as a full page, but no 

0 entire blank page shall be counted or charged for; and if in any branch of the printing 

4 ta bular statements occur, whieh it is impracticable to print on the ordinary-sized pages, the 

5 same shall be printed on tabular sheets of the necessary size, and the amount of composi 

6 tiou on the same shall be ascertained by measuring the printed surfaces, and thereby ascer· 

7 taining the number of ems. All figure work requiring additional justification in each line, 

8 and all rule work requiring the fitting in of rules, shall be allowed one price and a half, and 

9 for all rule and figure work double pr ice for composition shall be allowed, the ::;arne to be 

10 ascertail!ed by strict measurement and count; but one charge shalllbe made for the composi-

11 tion of all documents ordered to be printed by both branches of ·the General Assembly, and 

12 on charge or allowanue shall be made for {\Omposition when extra or additional copies are or· 

13 dered to be printed . In estimating the press work of pamphlets, laws, journals, and vol-

14 umes of public doeuments, the token shall consist of two hundred and fifty impreRsion::; of 

15 a form of sixteen pages, or one hundred a nd twenty-five sheets of double super-royal paper 

16 printed on both sides, or two hundred and fifty sheets of the same printed on one side only; 

17 but if any documents make less than sixteen pagee, or if the last form of any document be 

J8 not a full form of sixteen pages, the same shall be eounted as a full form . 

Sl!:c. 13. The Secretar y of State shall give prompt notice to each suecessful bidder that 
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2 his proposals have been accepted. If from death or other cause the successful bidder fails 

3 to execute his contract, or fails to execute the work embraced therein, with reasonable 

4 promptness and in a suitable manner, or if, for any cause, the contract has been set aside or 

5 abandoned, or the f>Xecution thereof temporarily suspended , the Oommissionem of Pub1ic 

6 Printing, or a majority of them, may enter into a contract with some other person to exe· 

7 cute the work, having reference to the lowest price at which the same can be done with 

8 promptness and accuracy, and if the reletting of the work be in consequence of the miscon· 

9 duct or default of the contractor, written notice thereof, before such reJetting, shall, if practi- · 

10 cable, be given by the Commissioners of Public Printing to such uontractor. If the Oommis· 

11 sioners of Public Printing have reason to believe that at any letting of uontraet for print

U ing the bidding therefor is unfair. fraudulent, or exorbitant, they shall if they deem it for 

1~ the interest of the State, set aside such bidding, andrelet the work in ptmmanue of ~ection 6. 

SEc. 14. And in the meantime they shall provide for the printing for the use of the Htate 

2 upon such terms and in such manuer as they may deem most advantageous for the State; 

3 and the provisions of this section are in all respects applicable to the letting and re-letting 

4 of the l:>inding and confer upon the commissioners of public printing the same powers in re· 

5 spect to the public binding as are confered in respect to printing. 

SEc. 15. The commissioners of public printing shall provide for the necessary binding for 

2 for the State in such manner as they may deem best. and upon such ter·ms as will be most 

3 advantageous to the State, for periods not exceeding two years, but before they award any 

4 contract for such binding the contractor or contractors must ext:'cute a bonil, with two or 

5 more sufficient securities, in the sum of five thousand dollars, conditioned for the faithful 

6 performance of the work speeified jn such contract, and the commissioners of public print-

7 ing and the contractor or contractors for binding shall be governed by tht-J same rules, as far 

8 as applicable, regarding the executiou of the work, and the transportation of sheets and 

9 bound copies and documents, as specified herein relative to contracts for printing. The 

10 journals, executive documents and laws required to be printed and put up in book-form, 

11 shall be bound in half law binding, and each journal and its appropriate appendix shall be 

1~ bound in the same volume, unless, in the opinion of the commissioners of publie printing, 

13 the same shall make a volume too large for convenience, in which case each journal shall 

14 be bound separately, and the appendixes shall be bound separately, or together, as the com-

15 missioners direct, uounting, folding, l:ltitching and binding, include collating, drying and 

16 pressing, and no charge shall be made for collating, drying and pressing. 

Sec. 16. 'fhe contrautor for printing of bills, resolutions, and other matter in bill form 
! 

I 
2 shall promptly, and without delay, execute all orders of the General Assembly, or either 

3 branch thereof, for the printing of all bills, resolutions, and other matter ; and all contrac-

4 tors under the provisions of this chapter shall promptly and. without unnecest-:ary delay, 

5 execute all orders to them i:::sued by tbe General Assembly, or either branul.1 thereof. or the 
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6 executive officers of the State; and the laws and volumes of publiG doeuments shall bed~-

7 livered to the contractor for the folding, stitching and binding, on o;:·der of the Secretary of 

8 State, within thirty days after the adjournmt>nt of the General Assembly; and the journals 

9 of the two branches shall likewise be delivered within ........ days after the adjournment 

10 of the General Assembly; and the contrantor for folding, stitching and binding, shall, 

11 within thirty days after the receipt thereof, execute the folding, stitching and binding, and 

12 dc~liver to the Secretary of State the volumes bound, under penalty of the forfeiture of his 

13 bond; but the commissioners of pnblic printing may, on good cause shown by any such con-

14 traetor, extend the time, not exceeding twenty days, for executing his contract. 

8Ec. 17. JJ;ach contractor for any cla&s of public printing shall file and preserve one copy 

2 of each document, or other matter, by him printAd for the State, which he shall deliver to 

3 to the supervisor of public printing, with his aeconnt for the same; in which account shall 

4 be specifically stated the various jobs performed, the number of copies of each job, the 

f> number of ems composition in each, the extra eharge, if any, for rule or fignre, or rule and 

6 figure work; the number of tokens or quires of press work in each, d.esignating whether 

7 ordered by the Senate, the House, or jointly by both, or by other offieers or agents of the 

8 State, together with the kind and Qtlality of paper used for each job. 

SEc. 18. Each contractor for th13 folding, stitching. covering and binding, shall file and 

2 !Jreserve one copy of each dormment, or other matter, by him folded, stitched or bound, 

B which he shall deliver, together wilh his account for the same, to the supervisor of public 

4 printing, which a()connt ~hall speeifically state eaeh item, and the number of copies of each 

5 bill, pamphlet, resolution or document, folded, stitched or covered, and the number of 

6 eopies of laws, journals and doeuments bound. 

SEc. 19. All accounts filed under the two preceedings sedions shall be carefully 

:3 examined by the Supervisor of Public Printing, and eompared with the vouchers therefor, 

3 and the orders for the same. If any errors be found in such account by the supervisor, he 

4 shall immediately correct them and return it to the contractor who rendered it; and when 

fl the account is finally corrected and adjusted, he shall certify the same to the Commissioners 

6 of Public Printing, and on the endorsement of the same by them, it shall be allowed and 

7 paid. 

SEc. 20. Each contractor for any branch of the State printing, shall deliver over to the 

~ Supervisor of Public Printing, or on his order to the proper contractor for binding, in good 

3 order, all covies of work ordered to be printed by the executive departments. ·T he contrac· 

4: tur for binding shall deliver all copies of documents bound by him to the proper depart· 

5 ment, or tu the Supervisor of Public Printing. 

SEc. 21 The paper for the State printing aforesaid, shall be provided by the State; and 

2 the Secretary of State shall, upon tbe requi::,_ >:1 of the Supervisor of Public Printing, from 

3 time to time, as the same may be needed, deliver over tu each contractor suitable paper for 
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4 for the printing which he is required by hb contract to do; he shall take and preserve, from 

5 each (;ontraetor, a receipt for a1l paper so delivered; and at the annual settlement on or 

6 before the first 

SEc. 22. :Each contractor shall ddiver to the ~ecretary of State all paper which has not 

2 been used in the State printing; and if a.ny snch paper has been wasted or converted to any 

3 other use, the t:ontractor to whom the same hat~ bem1 delivererl shall be charg8d with the 

4 value thereof, together the penalty of fifty pt!r cent., ann the amount shall be dedncted from 

5 his account. 

8Rc. ~3 . The Secretary of State ~hall furnish a trne and accurate copy of the laws, as 

2 they are demanded by the printf-lr thereof; and the clArks of the respective branches of the . 
3 General As~t-\mbly shall each furni:5h the printer, who is bound by his contract to print the 

4 same, copies of the journals, billt:, reJ.>Orts anri other papers and documents without unnec· 

5 cessar·y delay; and no contractor shall be acconntable for a.ny delay occasioned by the want 

6 of such copy. 

SEc. ~4. In printing the jonrnals of the ::::;enat.e nnd House of Representatives, the clerk 

2 of the Senate and the clerk of the Honse, of the respective sessions of the GenPral Assembly 

3 shall prepare inrlexes to the printed and re(jorded journals of the Senate and Honse, and 

4 attend to reading proof sheets of the same. 

SEc. 25. Any printing or binding required to be done for the State not embraced in the 

2 fc ... egoing provisions shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter; and the Commission· 

3 ers of Public Printing may advertise for proposals therefor, and let the same as aforesaid, 

4 whether provided for by law or resolution. 

SEc. 26. 'fhe Commissioners of Public Printing shall so arrange in letting contracts for 

2 public printing, folding, stitching and binding that the session laws shall be complete and 

3 delivered to the Secretary of State by th~ first day of .June to be forwarded to each County 

4 Auditor for distribution. 

SEc. 27. That the supervisor of printing shall receive as his compensation five (5) dollars 

2 per day for each and every day actually employed in the discharge of his duty. 


