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AN ACT CREATING A BOARD 01!' SCHOOL .BOOK COMMISSIONERS AND TO . . 

PROVIDE FOR FURNISHING TEXT·BOOKS FOR. THE . USE OF THE COM· . . . 
• 

MON SCHOOLS.OF 'J'HESTATE . 
. . . 

it enaot~d by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

SEoTroN 1. That the members of the Exect1tiire Council and the Superintendent of Public . . . 
. . 

Instruction are hereby constituted the Board of School Book Commissioners for the pur· 
. . . 

poses of this act. . 
• • • 

SEo: 2. It shall be the duty of such school book commissioners, as soon as practicable 
' ' . . . . . . . ' . ' . . . '· ' . . . . ' . . '• ' . 

..• · •.... ·· · · · ·2 · after the passage of this act, to advertise weekly in six different newspapers in different lo· 
··' . . . . ' 

•• < .· 3 .. calities in this State for the term of six weeks, that sealed proposals will be received a:t the 

• . . . ., . . . . ' . 
of the particular kinds i:equir(Jd by said school book commissioners· as may be ordered un· . 

beginning 

- . 

. 

running to the State of Iowa, and conditioned upon entering into said contract, in the eve:.it 
J • • • 

. ' . . ~ . ~ . . 

5 of the acceptance of said proposal or bid ; said bond to be approved by said board. . Such . . . . . 

6 person shall furnish to the board five copies of each book proposed to be furnished, the 

7 same to be inspected by the board, and thereafter to be deposited irr the office of the Super· · 
. , I . . 

. . . . .. . 
8 intendent of Public Instruction. Upon the acceptance of any proposal for the whole or 

any part of the series of school text· books by said board, the contracting party shall furnish ·. 

a bond, tunning to the State of Iowa, in the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, ($100,000) 
' . . . . . 

. . 

for the faithful performance of said contract, and of all the details thereof, such bond to be 

• 
• • • 

12 :. approved by said board. 
. - . . . . . 

SEo. 4. Such contract shall provide that th(l person, firm or corporation 
. 

whose bid shall 
• . . . 

be accepted, shall keep an office or place of business in the city of Des Moir.ies, and for the · · · .· 

• 



. 

6 counties wherein such school districts are located, or at such other. railroad offices in 

imity thereto as may be designated in such orders ; such books to be paid for by said dis: 
• • 

. 8 tricts in cash upon the delivery of the same. Such contract shall further provide that 

9 person, firm ot corporation shall furnish any and all new and improved editions of suuh 
• 

' . 

10 text-books contracted ;for as may be made or published during said term of. eight years. and . . . ' ., 
' . . 

11 at prices stated in such proposal or bid ; all such books contracted .to be furnished shall be 
. . 

delivered promptly and without tinneoessary delay, and shall be Aqual in. quality and 
. . . . 

. . . . 

13 . to the samples furnished as prescribed herein . 
. 

. 

. SEc. 5. It is further provided that the school book commissioners aJoresaid Rhall . . . . . . . 
' . ' ' 

2 the right to reject any and all bids, and may accept bids for particular kinds of books of· . • .· .. :':'' . . 
. . . . . . : .·:;\ 

. . . . . . . . '! 

3 fered and reject others, and shall have the right to again advertise for bids for all or a part', . ·.·· ·: 
. . .... . . . . . •. . . . . ' .. 

. " ' . . ' . 
4 of the books required, and if, in th.eir judgment,· from -combination or any other cause, the . . 

5 · priue~ named inthe bids made and offered are unreasonably high for all or any of the books .... · ) . 
• . ' - . ' 

6 required; they shall have power to procure books of such character as they shall find um:ea· 
. ' . . . ' ( . -

'Y . . 
sonably high to.be printed, by the State, or to be edited and so win ted, and to be furnished · ' . . . . ' . . ' ' \ . . . 

' 
8 to the school districts or patrons of th.e schools in the manner as provided for in this .act. 

' - ' . . . . 
• • • 

SEo. 6. The board of directors of any district township or independent school district, · •.· 

· 2 . upon the petition of one·third of the electors of said district, fo·ur weeks' notice having been . ·· · •·· ...... ' ... ·. . . ·. . .. . ,- : ··./::,:: . . 

:l given by posting notices in four different places in said district, shall submit to the. electors · 
. . .. . ' . . 

£ . of such district at the nex.t regular meeting following such notice .the following pr0posi· .. · 
. 

5 tions : . FirshShall the district supply school books to the pupils free of cost; or, second-
. 

6 Shall the district supply. school text-books to the pupils at actual cost. 
' 

. ' 
SEc. 7. · In the event that the first proposition is adopted by a majority of the qualified 

2 electors of said district present and voting at stwh meeting, it shall be the duty of the board. · 

3 of directors to purchase of the person, firm or· corporation contracting with the State, as . . 
. 

• 

4 provided in this a~;t, said school text-books; and to supply tlie same to. the pupils of the . 
. ' . 

. 5 . schools of said district, the same to remain the property of the district, and to be loaned to 
• • 

6 ·said pupils, and used by them under such rules and regulations as the county superintend' 
. 

7 ent of schools in the county wherein such district is located shall from time to time prescribe . 
• 

SEc. 8. In order to purchase said books the board of directors shall draw from the con· . . . . . 

. . ) ' 

2 tingent fund of the district the necessary funds therefor, and shall certify po the board of 

· R supervisors the amount ex.pended in such purchase, and it shall be the duty of the board of 
. 

. . 
4 supervisors of the county wherein such is located, to levy a sufficient tax upon the property . . . 

' • 

5 of the district to raise a sum equal to the amount so expended, which sum, when· collected, . . . 
. 

6 shall be. paid over to said district and placed in such contingent fund; and thereafter an· 
. 

7 n ually th_e board of supervisors in levying the tax for the contingent fund for such district .. 

8 · shall t11ke intoconsideration the amount necessary to supply such district with funds-needed ····.••••·· . . . . . ' . 

' 



·SEc. 9. Iu the event that the first prop.)sition be rAjected and that the second proposition 

be adopted by a majority of tne electors of said district, it shall be thfl duty of the beiard of · 
. . . . 

···directors to purchase ·said school text-books of the. person cm~tracting with the State as. 
• • 

hArein provided, or from the State as the case may be, and to sell the same to the pupils of . . . . . 

the district at the net cost of them, for cash ; provided, however,. that any patron of the 
• . 

schools aforesaid shall havE' the right to purchase any and all of.snch school text-books nee· . 
. . . 

7 essary for the use of himself or his family at the prices indicated in such contract or of the 
. ) . . . . 

State at cost, as the case may be. . . 

SEc. TO. . In order to purchase said books as provided in sectiolll9 herein, the board of di· 

'. ~-- rectors may draw upon the contingent fund of the district for the necessary fnnds therefor, 

Y 3 and shall replace the same with the proceeds received from selling such books to said pu· 
. 

4 · pils; provided, however, ,that said board. may requite the price of· said books to be paid to 
• 

5 them in ad vance before ordering the same. · . · · 
. . 

SEa. 11. Any district township or independent district having procured its school text-
. . . . . . 

2 books tinder the provisions of this act is prohibited from using any other series of school 
• 

text-boOkS during the said contract term of eight years, unless SUCh chaugA be authorized. . . . 
• 

by a vote of three-fourths of the electors of such district, present and voting at any regular 
' . . . 

meeting, di1e notic.e of such proposition to change having been given 
( . . 

6 act, fill.'tb<i·a'doption •oUhe same. 

as provided in this 
r: 

SEa. t2. All acts and parts of acts in conflict herewith are hereby repealed . 
. 

. . 
SEa. 11!. This act being deemed of immediate importance shall take effect from and after · 

• 

2 it~ publication in the Iowa -'ltate RegisttJr and the Des Moines Leader . 

• 

. 
• 

' 

• 

• 

• 

• 


