
SENATE FILE NO. 88.] [ B Y HUTCHISON OF WAPELLO. 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT TO REGULATE THE SALE OF COAL OIL, AND TO REPEAL CHAPTER 

172 OF THE ACTS OF THE SEVENTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND SECTION 

3901 OF THE CODE. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. That the mayor and council of each incorporated city and town, and the town-

2 ship trustees in townships wherein no incorporated city or town is situated, shall annually 

3 appoint one or more suitable persons to be inspector of illuminating oils, manufactured in 

4 whole or in part from petroleum, or naptha, and fix their compensation; and said inspectors, 

5 before entering upon their duties, shall subscribe and take an oath or affirmation, as pre-

6 scribed by the constitution and laws of this state, and shall execute a bond to the state of 

7 Iowa in such sum, and with such sureties, as shall be fixed and approved by the said council 

8 or township trustees, conditioned upon the faithful performance of the duties imposed by 

9 this act, which bond shall be for the use of all persons aggrieved by the acts or neglect of 

10 said inspectors; and said bond shall be filed with the clerk of the city or town, or township, 

11' wherein the inspector resides. 

SEC. 2. It shall be the duty of such inspector to examine and test the quality of all oils, 

2 which are the product of petroleum or naptha, offered for sale by any manufacturer, vender or 

3 dealer, for illuminating purposes, by applying the proper test thereto, in quantities not less 

4 than one pint, as indicated by Taglibue's open tester, or some accurate instrument and appa-

5 ratus, used for testing the quality of such illuminating oils, approved, by the state board of 

6 health; which instrument or apparatus said inspector shall provide at his own expense and 

7 cost, If the oils or fluids so tested, by reason of being adulterated, or from any other rea-

8 son, will, at the temperature of one hundred and fifty degrees of Fahrenheit's thermometer, 

9 take fire when a well-lighted match is applied thereto, or plunged therein; or which will 

10 emit a combustible vapor at the temperature of one hundred and forty degrees of Fahren-

11 heit's thermometer, said inspector shall mark plainly and indelibly, over his official signa-

12 ture, with the date thereof, on each cask, barrel, tank or vessel containing such oil, 

13 denned for illuminating purposes; fire test being degrees; flask test being degrees;' as 
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14 the same may be less than one hundred and fifty degrees fire test, or one hundred and 

15 forty degrees flash test. If such oils will not burn at a temperature of one hundred and fifty 

16 degrees, or flash at one hundred and forty degress, as above provided, such inspector shall 

17 mark each package, as above provided, "approved, fire test degrees; flash test de-

18 grees." And if any person shall sell, or offer for sale, for illuminating purposes, any oil or 

19 fluid condemned or rejected as provided in this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misde-

20 meanor, and shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars, or imprisoned not less than 

21 thirty days, or both, at the discretion of the court, for each and every offense. And it shall 

22 be the duty, under the same penalty, of every person who shall sell or offer for sale such oil, 

23 to inform the purchaser that the same has been condemned as unsafe for illuminating pur-

24 poses. 

SEC. 3. Said inspector shall be entitled to demand and receive from the manufacturer, 

2 vender, dealer, or owner of any oils or fluid inspected the sum of forty cents for a single bar-

3 rel, tank, cask, or package, and thirty cents each for any number not exceeding five; twenty-

4 five cents each when not exceeding ten in number; and ten cents for each barrel, tank, cask, 

5 or package exceeding ten in number, so inspected by him; and it shall be the duty of each 

6 inspector to keep a record of all inspections made by him, and, enter the said inspection 

7 therein within twenty-four hours thereafter, showing the date of inspection, the number of 

8 gallons, barrels, tanks, casks, or packages, and the name of the person possessing or owning 

9 the same, which record shall be open to the inspection of any person at all times, and upon 

10 the termination of his office, said inspector shall deliver said record to the clerk or recorder 

11 of the city or township wherein said inspector resides. 

SEC. 4. If any person, or persons, whether manufacturer, vender, or dealer shall sell, or 

2 offer for sale, any illuminating oils, whether the same were manufactured in this state or 

3 not, before having the same inspected as provided in this act, he shall be deemed guilty of 

4 a misdemeanor, and shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars ; and if any manufac-

5 turer, vender, or dealer of illuminating oils, the product of petroleum, shall falsely brand 

6 the barrel, tank, cask, or package containing the same, as provided in section two of this act; 

7 or who shall refill or use barrels, tanks, casks, or packages having the inspector's brand 

8 thereon, without having the oil in such barrel, tank, cask, or package inspected he shall be 

9 deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars or 

10 imprisoned not exceeding six months, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

SEC. 5. If any person, or persons, shall mix for sale, naptha, benzole, benzine, or gasoline 

2 and illuminating oil, or shall keep, or offer for sale, or sell such mixture; or shall keep for 
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3 sale, or offer for sale, for illuminating purposes, oil made from petroleum or the product of 

4 petroleum, which shall be inflammable at a lower degree than the standard provided in sec-

5 tion two of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and punished by a fine of not 

6 less than one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding thirty 

7 days for the first offense; and for the second, and every succeeding offense, by fine not less 

8 than one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in the county 

9. jail not less than thirty days, nor more than twelve months, or both, in the discretion of the 

10 court: provided, that the gas or vapor from said oils or mixture may be used for illuminating 

11 when the oil or mixture from which such gas is generated is contained in reservoirs under 

12 ground, outside, and apart from the building or premises illuminated or lighted by said gas. 

SEC. 6. If any inspector shall falsely brand or mark any barrel, tank, cask, or package, 

2 or be guilty of any fraud, deceit, misconduct, or culpable negligence, in the discharge of any 

3 of his official duties, or shall deal, or have any pecuniary interest, directly or indirectly, in 

4 any oils or fluids, used or sold for illuminating purposes, while holding the office of inspec-

5 tor, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished 

6 by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding thirty days; 

7 and, together with the sureties on his official bond be liable to the party injured for all dam-

8 ages, direct or remote, occasioned thereby. 

SEC. 7. It shall be the duty of any inspector who shall know, or have reason to believe, 

2 the violation of any of the provisions of sections two, four, and five of this act, to forthwith 

3 make complaint in the name of the state, before any court of competent jurisdiction, 

4 against any person so offending. 

SEC. 8. Chapter 172, laws of 1878, and section 3901, of the Code of 1873, are hereby 

2 repealed. 

SEC. 9. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shall take effect and be in force 

2 from and after its publication in the Iowa State Register and Iowa State Leader, newspapers 

3 published in Des Moines, Iowa. 
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