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Description

House File 384 increases the amount that county recorders retain from fees for certified copies
of birth, death, and marriage certificates from $4 for each copy to 40.0% of the fee collected.
The Bill takes effect upon enactment.

Background

The Department of Public Health (DPH) sets the fee charged for copies of certified records in
administrative rules as permitted by Section 144.46, Code of lowa. The current fee charged by
county recorders for certified copies of birth, death, and marriage certificates is $15. Also, when
the $35 fee is paid for a marriage license, the $15 charge for a copy is included in this fee. The
table below shows how the total $15 fee collected by county recorders is currently disbursed.

Disbursement of County Fees Charged for Copies of Certified Records

Certificate Fee DPH Vital State Medical
Copy Charged County Statistics Gen. Fund Examiner Total
Birth $ 15.00 $ 400 $ 8.00 $ 3.00 $ 0.00 $ 15.00
Death 15.00 4.00 6.00 2.00 3.00 15.00
Marriage 15.00 4.00 8.00 3.00 0.00 15.00
Marriage License* 35.00 4.00 8.00 23.00 0.00 35.00

* The $35 fee charged for a marriage license includes the $15 cost for a certified copy.

Assumptions
e An estimated 249,000 certified copies will be issued annually by county recorders.
¢ The $15.00 fee charged by county recorders for certified copies will not increase.

e County recorders will retain $6 (40.0%) of each fee charged for certified copies, an increase
of $2 per copy.

e The increase in the amount retained by counties will result in a decrease in funds deposited
into the State General Fund. The amount of funds provided to the DPH, Bureau of Vital
Records, and the State Medical Examiner from these fees will remain the same.

Fiscal Impact

House File 384 may decrease General Fund revenues in FY 2007 because the Bill takes effect
upon enactment; however, the amount cannot be determined because it is unknown if or when
this might occur during the 2007 Legislative Session.

House File 384 will result in an estimated net decrease in State General Fund revenues of
$498,000 beginning in FY 2008. Statewide, county general funds will increase by a like amount.
The table below shows how the total $15 fee collected by county recorders will be disbursed if
the Bill is enacted.
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Disbursement of County Fees Charged for Copies of Certified Records
(if HF 384 is enacted)

Certificate Fee DPH Vital State Medical
Copy Charged County Statistics Gen. Fund Examiner Total
Birth $ 15.00 $ 6.00 $ 8.00 $ 1.00 $ 0.00 $ 15.00
Death 15.00 6.00 6.00 0.00 3.00 15.00
Marriage 15.00 6.00 8.00 1.00 0.00 15.00
Marriage License* 35.00 6.00 8.00 21.00 0.00 35.00

* The $35 fee charged for a marriage license includes the $15 cost for a certified copy.
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The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to
Section 2.56, Code of lowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available
from the Fiscal Services Division, Legislative Services Agency to members of the Legislature upon request.




