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Description

House File 2394 allows a parent, guardian, or legal custodian, who has provided competent
private instruction (home schooling) to a child between 14 and 17 years of age in the previous
year, to teach driver education to qualify the child for an intermediate driver’s license. The
driver education curriculum parallels that of the graduated driver’s license curriculum taught at
public and private schools, with one additional requirement of 40 hours of street or highway
driving, rather than 20, including four hours, rather than two, of night driving. The Bill requires
the driver education course to be approved by the Department of Transportation. A list of
approved courses will be posted on the Department’s web site.

House File 2394 requires the teaching parent to meet certain driving criteria, including having a
valid driver’s license and maintaining a clear driving record for the previous two years. The Bill
provides that upon completion of the driver education course, the teaching parent will show
evidence of the student’s completion by signing an affidavit on a form provided by the
Department of Transportation. The child is also required to pass a driving test administered by
the Department.

Assumptions

1. There are two parent-taught driver education courses currently being used in states that
allow or have enacted legislation for such programs. The programs are: “Driver’s Ed in
a Box,” and a course offered by the National Driver Training Institute. The programs are
available on-line in CD-ROM or text versions, and cost between $100 and $200 each.
The programs would be paid for by the teaching parents.

2. There are an estimated 3,000 home-schooled children in lowa. The number of those
who would receive a parent-taught driver education course to qualify for an intermediate
license is unknown.

3. Adriving test provided by the Department of Transportation under this Bill is estimated to
be between 15 and 20 minutes at an average wage of $5.28 for the driver’s license
examiner.

4. If 300 home-schooled children take the driving test, the estimated cost to the
Department of Transportation will be $1,600 (300 tests x $5.28). Assuming a 25.0%
failure rate, costs incurred for additional driving tests are estimated to be $130 (25 tests
x $5.28).

5. Costs associated with Certificates of Completion are anticipated to be minimal, and
would be paid from the Department of Transportation’s Motor Vehicle Division’s base
budget.

6. Computer programming may be required to add an entry for “parent-taught driver
education,” (approximately 30 hours of programming at $64 per hour would be needed).
The total cost would be approximately $2,000 and would be paid from the Motor Vehicle
Division’s base budget.



Fiscal Impact

House File 2394 is expected to have minimal impact to the Department of Transportation.
Costs associated with computer programming and providing driving tests and Certificates of
Completion are estimated to be $2,000. These costs would be paid from the Motor Vehicle
Division’s base budget, which includes Road Use Tax Fund and Primary Road Fund moneys.
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