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Description

Senate File 2254 amends Section 707.7, Code of lowa, (feticide) by eliminating current
provisions and replacing them with a section to be known and cited as the “Unborn Victims of
Violence Act.” The Bill repeals Section 707.8, Code of lowa, which relates to nonconsensual
termination — serious injury to a human pregnancy. Senate File 2254 enhances existing
penalties and creates new offenses and imposes Class B, Class C, and Class D penalties.

Assumptions

1. There were three convictions under Section 707.8, Code of lowa, in FY 2003. Two were
Class C felony convictions and one was an aggravated misdemeanor conviction.

There were no convictions under Section 707.7, Code of lowa, in FY 2003.
State costs for one Class A felony conviction is approximately $94,000.

State costs for one Class B felony conviction for a crime against a person ranges from
$5,000 to $61,000.

5. State costs for one Class C felony conviction for a crime against a person ranges from
$3,000 to $23,000.

6. State costs for one Class D felony conviction for a crime against a person ranges from
$2,000 to $12,000.

7. The costs stated above include the Judicial Branch holding a trial; indigent defense; and
supervision while on probation, parole, or prison, if applicable. The costs will be incurred
across multiple fiscal years.

Correctional Impact

The correctional impact is not anticipated to be significant given the low number of convictions
under current law.

Fiscal Impact

The fiscal impact of SF 2254 cannot be determined due to insufficient information.

The State’s increased cost for one conviction for the enhanced penalties is:

e From a Class B to a Class A felony conviction, the range is $33,000 to $89,000.

e From a Class C to a Class A felony conviction, the range is $71,000 to $91,000.

e From a Class C felony to a Class B felony conviction, the range is $2,000 to $38,000.

The cost of one conviction for the new Class A felony offense is approximately $94,000. The
cost of one conviction for the new Class B offense ranges from $5,000 to $61,000. The cost of
one conviction for the new Class C offense ranges from $3,000 to $23,000. The cost of one
conviction for the new Class D offense ranges from $2,000 to $12,000.
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The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to
Section 2.56, Code of lowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available
from the Fiscal Services Division, Legislative Services Agency to members of the Legislature upon request.




