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Description

Senate File 2269 implements the required elements of the federal Help America Vote Act.

Assumptions

1. The federal government has authorized funding to the states for purposes of implementing
federal requirements. These funds can be used to replace existing lever voting machines
with another form of voting machine and to make the nearly 2,000 precincts in lowa conform
to the federal Americans with Disabilities Act and the Help America Vote Act.

2. A new centralized, statewide voter registration system is required that connects all
99 counties. The estimated cost of the new system ranges from $3.0 million to $5.0 million.

3. Federal law requires certain changes be made by January 2004 or January 2006, if a
federal waiver is obtained.

4. If no State money is provided to match the federal funds, counties would still be required
under federal law to replace the lever voting machines and have at least one handicapped
accessible voting machine for each precinct. The associated costs would be funded by the
counties or State or a combination of local and State funding.

5. Handicapped accessible voting machines with audio capabilities would cost between $4,000
and $5,000 plus software costs.

6. The costs of other types of voting machines such as an optical scan or a video touch screen
are estimated at $5,500 and $2,200 to $2,800, respectively.

7. Counties may experience some additional costs related to the provisional ballot
requirements in the Bill.

8. Counties would also have to mail absentee ballots with postage paid return envelopes. In
the last election, 23.0% of the total vote was done by absentee ballot.

Fiscal Impact
The fiscal impact of SF 2269 is as follows:

Expenditures

The cost of hardware and software necessary to implement a new voter registration system is
estimated to be between $3.0 and $5.0 million.

The cost to place one handicapped accessible machine for each of the 2,000 lowa precincts
would be $10.0 million. The estimate to replace the balance of the voting machines is estimated
to cost approximately $14.0 million. (If existing software can be modified by the manufacturers,
the cost of replacing existing machines may be reduced.)

Revenues

The Secretary of State received the first $5.0 million from the federal government for FY 2003
with no match required. The Office received a transfer of funds of $423,000 from the
Department of Administrative Services to provide the match for the FY 2004 federal
authorization of $8.4 million. The Office has requested an additional $777,000 from the General



Fund to match $15.6 million in federal funds that have been authorized. There is currently no
appropriation to matching these funds.
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from the Fiscal Services Division, Legislative Services Agency to members of the Legislature upon request.




