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Description

House File 635 relates to the Clerk of the District Court by changing the method of appointment,
permitting a clerk to serve in more than one county, and eliminating certain residency
requirements.

Assumptions

1. The compensation (salary and benefits) for one District Court Clerk is $56,000 to
$89,000 depending on the size of the office.

2. The compensation (salary and benefits) for one entry-level clerk position is $30,000.

3. In FY 2003, the Judicial Branch merged 29 offices of varying sizes as a cost
containment effort. There are currently 14 clerks overseeing these 29 offices resulting in
approximately $840,000 in savings. From the net savings obtained through the merger
of these offices, approximately $340,000 was used to pay for retirements and to hire
replacement clerk positions. The remaining $500,000 was used to offset the FY 2003
budget reductions.

4. House File 635 allows Clerk of Court offices across the State to be merged. Mergers
that may occur in the future are unknown; therefore, the fiscal impact cannot be
determined.

Fiscal Impact

Due to insufficient information, the estimated fiscal impact of HF 635 cannot be determined.
During FY 2003, approximately $840,000 has been saved as a result of Clerk of Court mergers.
Approximately $340,000 of this savings has been used to pay retirement costs and to hire
replacement clerks. The remaining $500,000 is being used to offset FY 2003 Judicial
Department budget reductions. The number of future mergers is unknown; therefore, any future
associated costs savings cannot be determined.
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The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to
Section 2.56, Code of lowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available
from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request.




