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Description 

House File 2502 modifies the statute of limitations in first and second degree sexual abuse 
cases. 

Assumptions 

1. The law will become effective July 1, 2002. 
2. Current law limits the filing of an information or indictment in such cases to within 10 years 

after the person upon whom the offense is committed turns 18, or for persons over 18, 
within 10 years of the commission of the offense. 

3. House File 2502 modifies that statute of limitation for first and second degree sexual abuse 
cases to have prosecution commence at any time after the commission of the offense. 

4. The Judicial Branch would handle more cases; however, the number of additional cases that 
would result is unknown, but is not expected to be significant.  The number of dismissals/ 
acquittals for Sex Abuse – 1st and 2nd in FY 2001 were 202.  The majority of the 202 cases 
were not due to statute of limitations. 

5. The Judicial Branch cost for one case is approximately $200 to $600. 

Correctional Impact 

The correctional impact of HF 2502 cannot be determined due to insufficient information.  The 
number of additional cases brought before the Court cannot be determined.  The number of 
cases that are now being dismissed due to out-of-bound time issues cannot be determined.   

Fiscal Impact 

The fiscal impact for HF 2502 cannot be determined due to insufficient information.  The cost 
associated with one case to be tried by the Judicial Branch would range from $200 to $600. 

Sources 

Department of Human Rights, Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning Division 
Judicial Branch 

/s/ Dennis C Prouty 
 
 
 

The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to 
Section 2.56, Code of Iowa.  Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available 
from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request.  
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