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Description

Senate File 2153 provides for military service compensation for veterans who served on active duty in the
armed forces of the United States during the period beginning July 1, 1973, and ending May 7, 1975, both
in the Vietnam service area and outside the Vietham service area. The Bill creates a military
compensation fund in the Office of the Treasurer of State and specifies eligibility requirements for
receiving compensation as well as determines the level of compensation an individual is to receive. The
Bill provides for penalties for those who violate provisions relating to the intentional falsification of an
application for the receipt of funds.

Assumptions

1. A bonus similar to the one specified in the Bill was offered in FY 1974 for those who were on
active duty between July 1, 1958, and June 30, 1973. When this bonus was offered,
approximately 111,000 lowa veterans applied and received the bonus. These veterans would not
be eligible to receive the bonus specified in this Bill.

2. The purposed legislation extends the service time period by 22 months, from the original cut off
date of June 30,1973, to May 7, 1975. Neither the total number of soldiers from lowa who served
during that 22-month time period nor the total number of lowa soldiers who served during the
Vietnam conflict can be determined due to insufficient information. However, approximately
9.2 million soldiers served in the Vietnam conflict from all states. During the period 1958 through
1975, lowa averaged about 1.4% of the total U.S. population. Applying the 1.4% to the 9.2 million
that served during the Vietnam conflict results in approximately 129,000 lowa veterans who may
have served during the Vietnam conflict.

3. Of the 129,000 lowa veterans who served during the Vietnam conflict, 111,000 would not be
eligible because they received the original bonus. The remaining 18,000 veterans could be
eligible to receive a bonus under SF 2153. However, of the 18,000 veterans, the actual number
that would be eligible is unknown.

4. 1f10.0% (1,800 veterans) of the 18,000 potential eligibles applied and received the maximum
bonus ($500), the cost would be approximately $900,000.

Correctional Impact

The Correctional Impact of Senate File 2153 is not expected to be significant.

Fiscal Impact

The Fiscal Impact of Senate File 2153 cannot be determined due to insufficient information regarding the
number of lowa veterans who may be eligible to receive the bonus.

Sources

Federal Department of Veterans Affairs Web Site

Census Bureau Web Site

lowa Commission of Veterans Affairs

Department of Human Rights, Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning
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The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to
Section 2.56, Code of lowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available
from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request.




