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Towa. Admitted to the bar in 1890, he began his practice of the law in
Sioux City, Iowa, where he continued to reside until his death. In 1901
he became county attorncy of Woodbury county, Iowa, holding that office
for ten years, at the end of which he was elected to the Iowa legislature,
serving as representative from Woodbury county in the Thirty-fourth
and Thirty-fifth General Assemblies.

In 1914 he was appointed reporter of the Supreme Court. During the
period of code revision from 1914 to 1924 he served as one of three code
commissioners whose work of compilation and revision resulted in the
Code of 1924—the first complete code in Jowa since 1897. As a part of
this work the legislature had added to the duties of his office the position
of Code Editor, in which capacity he was responsible for 1924, 1927,
1931, and 19356 editions of the Iowa Code. He died at his home in Sioux
City, Iowa, March 6, 1938.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Forty-
eighth General Assembly, That in the passing of the Honorable Ulysses
Grant Whitney the state has lost an honored citizen, 8 man of high ideals
in brotherly living and useful citizenship. The House would tender, by
this resolution, its sincere sympathy to the surviving members of the
family in their sorrow, and

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

JoHN A. DAVENPORT,
Mgs. FRANK A. ELLIOTT,
E. A. JOHNSON,
Committee.
Unanimously adopted, April 12, 1939.

HONORABLE LARS 0. WIGDAHL

Mr. SpEaKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable resolu-
tions commemorating the life, character and public service of the Hon-
orable Lars O. Wigdahl, a former member of the Thirty-sixth and
Thirty-seventh General Assemblies of Iowa, begs leave to submit the
following memorial:

Lars O. Wigdahl, son of Ole Larson Wigdahl and Bertha Gunderson
Wigdahl, was born at Vigsdahl, Stavaanger, Norway, December 7, 1856.
He finished grade school in Norway. In the spring of 1880 the Wigdahl
family came to the United States and located in Columbia county, Wis-
consin.

In 1883 he was united in marriage to Miss Anna Osterhus. That year
he took up the study of theology at Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran sem-
inary in Minneapolis, having previously studied for three years at the
Hauges Evangelical Lutheran seminary at Red Wing, Minnesota. In
1887 he was ordained as a minister of the Lutheran church and shortly
afterwards was named pastor of the Zion Lutheran church at Ruthven,
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Iowa. In early days he served pastorates at Fort Dodge, Milford, Sanborn,
Cylinder, Little Sioux and Emmetsburg.

Reverend Wigdahl’s interests were not limited to church affairs. He
was a firm believer in good government and progressive citizenship. He
served for two terms in an able manner as representative from Palo
Alto county. Here as in all his activities he could be depended upon to act
justly and conscientiously in any legislation that came to his attention.
His record in the Iowa legislature is one that his family and his Palo
Alto constituents can review with pride.

Reverend Wigdahl was one of the staunch defenders and one of the
oldest preachers of the church of which he was a minister. He was
interested in the fundamentals of the Christian religion and his mind
delved deeply into its truths and the correct interpretation of it. For
over a half century the members of his congregation found him ever
solicitous of their spiritual interests. Many were the occasions when this
solicitude was evidenced even into their material welfare. ' .

Lars O. Wigdahl passed away at his home at Ruthven, Iowa, June 18,
1938, following an illness of several months’ duration. The funeral was
held at Ruthven Monday afternoon, June 20th. Services were conducted
in the Zion Lutheran Church by the Rev. T. J. Wicks, Reverand Wigdahl’s
successor. Interment was in the Ruthven cemetery. The funeral pro-
cession was one of the largest ever witnessed in Ruthven. Surviving
are six sons and three daughters. Mrs. Wigdahl passed away in January,
1939. The sons are Rev. L. 0. Wigdahl, of Mason City, Iowa; L. J., S. A.,
L. D, and H. A. Wigdahl, all of Ruthven, Iowa, and C. B. Wigdahl, of
Emmetsburg. The daughters are Mrs. L. M. Hadley and Miss Elizabeth
Wigdahl, of Ruthven, and Miss Alma Wigdahl, of Flandreau, South
Dakota. A son, Dr. A. L. Wigdahl, passed away six years ago.

The sudden removal of such a life from our midst a life of absolute
trust and assurance; a believer and promoter of the great essentials of
truth, honesty and sincerity, leaves a vacancy and a shadow that is
deeply realized by all and has proven to be a serious loss to the com-
munity and the public.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Forty-
eighth General Assembly of the State of Iowa in regular sessiom, That
in the death of Lars 0. Wigdahl the people of Palo Alto county and of
the entire state of Iowa have sustained a great loss. He was a man
who occupied an envious position in the hearts of all who knew him and
loved him for his genuine worth; a man whose wide influence was at all
times exercised for the good of humanity.

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread
upon the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to
forward an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

Geo. H. KEENEY,
ArcH W. MCFARLANE,
A. H. AVERy,
Committee,
Unanimously adopted, April 12, 1939.





