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He was a m an  who reasoned from principles. Tn t ry in g  cases he did 
n o t  re ly  so m u ch  on w h a t  o th e r  co u r t s  had  decided  as h e  d id  f ro m  th e  
p r inc ip les  t h a t  seem ed to  h im  to  be j u s t  and  r ig h t ,  an d  w ith  th e  fu n ­
d a m e n ta l  th in g s  t h a t  w ere  invo lved  in the  cause  t h a t  h e  h a d  in  h and .  
This  p e rh ap s  cam e  la rg e ly  f ro m  th e  fac t t h a t  w hen  h e  f i r s t  cam e  to 
Iow a th e  laws w ere  th e n  inde f in i te ,  vag ue  an d  few c o m p a red  to w h a t  
they are  now, and then there  were bu t one or two volumes of deci­
sions to which he could tu rn .  So he was one of the  first pioneers of 
Iowa in developing the  system of ju r isp rudence  th a t  we have here  now 
as developed by th e  c o u r ts  of th i s  s ta te .

As I said, Mr. B ra y to n  lived w i th  h is  books. W i th  th ose  books  he  
sp en t  all of h is  life u n t i l  p a s t  h is  e ig h t ie th  yea r ,  an d  on  h is  e ig h t ie th  
b ir thday  was able to go to the  postoffice, get h is  m ail  and  re tu rn  from 
th e re ,  fo r  th e  purpose  of k n o w in g  w h a t  w as g o ing  on. H e  w as  a m a n  
who kept posted on the events  of the day, was up on th e  condition of 
his  coun try ,  was o ne  w ho  to o k  p a r t  in th e  a f f a i r s  of th e  c o u n try  in 
th e  s t i r r in g  days of th e  6 0 ’s. In  tho se  t im es  w e re  th e  day s  w hen  he 
cam e to the  Sena te  of Iowa, and  w as  one of th o se  who re p re se n te d  h is  
coun ty  d u r in g  th e  days of th e  60's.

Mr. President. I m ove the adoption of the resolution.

Senator Boe, from  a special com m ittee, subm itted  the fo llow ­
in g  report and moved its  a d o p tio n :

OU A R T.E S  O A T ES .

M r . PRKsi iiENT— Y our committee, appointed  to d ra f t  resolu tions 
co m m em o ra t iv e  of th e  life, c h a ra c t e r  and  serv ices  of S e n a to r  C h a r le s  
C ates ,  begs leave to  su b m i t  th e  fo llow ing re p o r t :

C harles  G ates  w as  b o rn  A pril 2, 1856, a t  M arb le  Rock, F loy d  
County , Iowa. H e was of G e rm an -Ir ish  descen t .  H e  a t t e n d e d  th e  
ru ra l  school and la te r  g radua ted  from the Marble R ock high  school.

On J u n e  8, 1 883, he  was m a r r ie d  to Miss C a r r ie  E. S tickney . T h ey  
had  no ch ild ren  of th e i r  own, b u t  adop ted  a boy, w ho  is now  living, 
J o h n  F. Gates.

He was a fa rm er for some years, and la ter  went into  the  im plem ent 
and  banking  business, in w hich  business he continued un t i l  h is  death 
on J a n u a r y  30, 1913.

In  polities he  w as  a R ep u b lica n ,  and  a lw ays  to o k  an  ac tive  p a r t  in 
th e  a f fa i r s  of his pa r ty .  H e  w as  m ay or  fo r  th r e e  yea rs ,  and  served  as 
a ld e rm a n  fo r  one te rm  and  a  p o r t io n  of an o th e r .

In 1 908 he  was e lec ted  S ta te  S en a to r  fro m  th e  T h i r ty -n in th  D is­
tr ic t ,  composed of B re m e r  an d  B u t le r  C ounties ,  an d  w as re-e lec ted  in 
1 9 1 2 .



2572 JOURNAL OF TH E SENATE.

Mr. Gates had been troubled  the la st year som ew hat w ith sickness, 
and a t  the  beginning of the session of the T h irty -fifth  G eneral As­
sem bly he did not feel very strong, bu t was able to tak e  up his work. 
He was a m an who com plained very little ; a m an who tried  in  every 
way to do h is w ork in a conscientious m anner, and when death  over­
took him  it was in the m idst of his work. D uring the  tim e th a t he 
served the sta te , as in all his work, he gave the best th a t  was in him.

Resolved, T hat in the death of C harles Gates the  s ta te  has lost 
a w orthy citizen, a loved and honored m em ber of the Senate. Be it 
fu rth e r

Resolved, T hat these resolutions be prin ted  in the Journal, and an 
engrossed copy, signed by the P residen t and Secretary, be sent to the 
fam ily of the deceased.

F .  P .  H a u e m a n n ,
S. W .  B o e ,
J o h n  G.  L kget .,

C o m m i t t e e .

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

Senator Boe, in moving the adoption of the report, spoke as 
fo llow s:

I t  was my pleasure to become acquainted w ith Senator Gates four 
years ago when I served in the House. I had not know n him before 
th a t  tim e, hu t I believe th a t w hat I learned to know of him  during 
those four years has been tru e  of him  his whole life. He was no t one 
of the m en to push him self forw ard. He was ra th e r  a m odest man, 
of a re tirin g  nature , and you som etim es really  had to m ake an effo rt 
to become acquainted  w ith  him. I believe every one who knew Sen­
a to r  Gates appreciated  his character. H is quiet, unassum ing  m anner 
was pleasing. I felt th a t he was one of th a t g rea t body of m en we 
have in th is country who do not say much, who do no t always fill the 
public eye, but who th ink  sanely a'nd soundly on all subjects, who 
lend th e ir  influence fo r the  steady m ovem ent forw ard of the w elfare 
of th e  people. We all fe lt th is  w inter when he passed away so sud­
denly th a t we had lost a friend, and I felt when I w ent to his home, 
learned  to know of his sickness and of the sickness of h is wife, th a t 
th e re  was a man who bore his burdens uncom plainingly and tr ied  to 
do all h is work in spite of the  burdens th ru s t upon him . I feel th a t 
in  th a t village he had w ritten  his nam e in the h isto ry  of his com m u­
n ity  as he has w ritten  it in the h isto ry  of his state . I therefore feel 
it an honor to move the adoption of these resolutions.

Senator Smith spoke as follows:
M r . P r e s i d e n t —As a member of the Thirty-fourth General Assem­

bly S enator Gates occupied the seat ju s t across the aisle from  me, 
w here he sa t during  th e  tim e he was here in th is session. The re­
m arks ju st made by the Senator from Winnebago touching on the


