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young 11ntl n~rtlctl ancl a·rcclve<l tho 111r . ~cal Is sun•ved t.ay hb 
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but onl! )'cat· old hiM puront• ClllllO Hi ter. H!'len; 11un·h·eA. ltt·. Nual waa the 
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Dr. M.L. McCreedy, 1978 

During calendar year 1977, according to 
information provided by hospital administrator 
Norman Jensen, 1,744 patients were admitted to the 
county hospital's facilities; there also were 225 births 
at the hospital and 1,501 accident cases treated. The 
hospital employs 20 registered nurses and six 
practical nurses, and is served by 10 doctors. The 
budget for fiscal year July 1, 1978 through June 30, 
1979, is $2,022,138. 
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The Washington County Ambulance, operated by Karl Jones, 
is one of the best equipped and most eHicient in the state. 

HOWWELIVED 

Life-styles have changed greatly in the past 140 
years, and perhaps a few random items from the 
county's papers will best illustrate those changes 
and bring this history to a close: 

Press May 28, 1856: (a letter from Yatton) "Mr. 
Wheeler affirms that I have left him with out just 
cause. This I deny. Surely the holding of an axe over 
my head and bidding myself and daughter to leave 
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his home is an excuse for seeking asylum among 
strangers. -Sarah Wheeler." 

Press November 11, 1863: "On Thursday last a 
couple from the vicinity of Crawfordsville called at 
Thos. D . Melville's grocery store and inquired if they 
could be married there. Rev. Mr. Thomas was sent 
for and the two 'were made one flesh' in short order. 
Several citizens were in the store and the health of 
the pair was drunk in good cider, apples were passed 
around and a time enjoyed.' ' 

Some "old settlers" of Crawfordsville (picture taken about 
1900). Front: Mrs. & Mr. W.A. McCall, Mary Ann Rankin 
Walker, Christopher Harper. 2nd row: Mary Goble Maxwell, 
Mrs. & Mr. John Smylie, Mrs. & Mr. Frank Strain. 3rd row: 
Tre11a Cunningham, Sarah Crawford, Henderson Manners, 
J.W. Harper. 4th row: Mrs. & Mr. Marion Neal, Mrs. Nettie 
Strain, S.P. Gordon, S.W. Neal. 

Press October 11, 1865: "The butter market is at 
its pranks again. It invariably gets scarce and high 
just when a body wants it most. It has gone up to 
30c and scarce at that. The method adopted by our 
citizens is to distribute a plate at each of th~ stores, 
numbered and marked, and perhaps during the week 
one will catch a little butter. We met a friend the 
other morning with an armful of plates, which he had 
gathered up, the top one having on it a few pounds." 

Press April 3, 1867: "A remarkable change in 
fashion is the introduction of the 'short' dress. It 
frees the woman of all obstacles of walking and out 
door exercise without offending their taste or 
scruples. With soled walking boots now in vogue it 
furnishes a costume for the street. How long will this 
fashion last?" 

Press January 8, 1868: (0. E. Brown writing 
about a visit to a bachelor in Jackson township) "On 
entering his chebang we find him sitting in the 
middle of the floor, mending his breeches, while the 
Tom cat, with tail erect, is purring around his back, 
apparently proud of his master. The old dog lies 
close to the stove among the milk crocks, kettles, old 
bones and dishcloths. Pantaloons are mended and 
toilet arranged in a jiffy. Preparations are being 
made for supper: a chicken is killed and scalded in 
the bread tray; the feathers are taken off and put 
under the stove to dry; one leg and foot are left on 
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Enlistment Date: 8 Jan 1862 
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