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CHAPTER 180
VETERANS BENEFITS AND INTERESTS
S.F. 462

AN ACT relating to veterans benefits, veterans preference, veterans claims, special veterans
motor vehicle registration plates, reimbursement for military service tax exemption, and
providing a penalty and applicability date.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

DIVISIONI
VETERANS BENEFITS

Section1. Section 19A.9, subsection 21, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended
to read as follows:
For veterans preference through a provision that henerably-separated veterans
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whe-served

United-States as defined in section 35.1 shall have five points added to the grade or score
attained in qualifying examinations for appointment to jobs.

Sec.2. NEW SECTION. 35.1 DEFINITIONS.

As used in this chapter and chapters 35A through 35D:

1. “Commission” means the commission of veterans affairs created in section 35A.2.

2. a. “Veteran” means a resident of this state who served in the armed forces of the United
States at any time during the following dates and who was discharged under honorable
conditions:

(1) World War I from April 6, 1917, through November 11, 1918.

(2) Occupation of Germany from November 12, 1918, through July 11, 1923.

(3) American expeditionary forces in Siberia from November 12, 1918, through April 30,
1920.

(4) Second Haitian suppression of insurrections from 1919 through 1920.

(5) Second Nicaragua campaign with marines or navy in Nicaragua or on combatant
ships from 1926 through 1933.

(6) Yangtze service with navy and marines in Shanghai or in the Yangtze valley from
1926 through 1927 and 1930 through 1932.

(7) China service with navy and marines from 1937 through 1939.

(8) World War II from December 7, 1941, through December 31, 1946.

(9) Korean conflict from June 25, 1950, through January 31, 1955.

(10) Vietnam conflict from February 28, 1961, through May 7, 1975.

(11) Lebanon or Grenada service from August 24, 1982, through July 31, 1984.

(12) Panama service from December 20, 1989, through January 31, 1990.

(13) Persian Gulf conflict from August 2, 1990, through the date the president or the
Congress of the United States declares a cessation of hostilities. However, if the United
States Congress enacts a date different from August 2, 1990, as the beginning of the Persian
Gulf conflict for purposes of determining whether a veteran is entitled to receive military
benefits as a veteran of the Persian Gulf conflict, that date shall be substituted for August 2,
1990.

b. “Veteran” includes the following persons:

(1) Former members of the reserve forces of the United States who served at least twenty
years in the reserve forces after January 28, 1973, and who were discharged under honor-
able conditions. However, a member of the reserve forces of the United States who com-
pleted a minimum aggregate of ninety days of active federal service, other than training, and
was discharged under honorable conditions, or was retired under Title X of the United
States Code shall be included as a veteran.



CH. 180 LAWS OF THE SEVENTY-EIGHTH G.A., 1999 SESSION 446

(2) Former members of the Jowa national guard who served at least twenty years in the
Iowa national guard after January 28, 1973, and who were discharged under honorable
conditions. However, a member of the Jowa national guard who was activated for federal
duty, other than training, for a minimum aggregate of ninety days, and was discharged
under honorable conditions or was retired under Title X of the United States Code shall be
included as a veteran.

(3) Former members of the active, oceangoing merchant marines who served during World
War II at any time between December 7, 1941, and December 31, 1946, both dates inclusive,
who were discharged under honorable conditions.

(4) Former members of the women’s air force service pilots and other persons who have
been conferred veterans status based on their civilian duties during World War Il in accor-
dance with federal Pub. L. No. 95-202, 38 U.S.C. § 106.

Sec. 3. Section 35.8, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:

35.8 MONEY COMPRISING FUND.

A war orphans educational aid fund is created as a separate fund in the state treasury
under the control of the commission of veterans affairs. Any money hereafter appropriated
for the purpose of a1d1ng in the educatlon of or_'phane chlldren of heﬁefablrrdrseharged

Werld—\V&r—H veterans as preﬂded—by—th*sehapter gefmed in sect;on 35 shall be kaewn—&s
deposited in the war orphans educational aid fund.

Sec.4. Section 35.9, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:
The commission of veterans affairs may expend not more than six hundred dollars per
year for any one child who has lived in the state of Iowa for two years preceding application

for a1d and who is the Chlld ofa person who d1ed du-rmg—Wer}d—War—I—betweeﬂ—the-dates—e#

urmg actlvg federa m111tary er—naval—ferees service whlle serv1ng 1n the armed forces or

during active federal m111ta service in the Iowa nat10nal ard or other mlllta compo-
nent of the Unlted States el - o SR

e-l&a-pter—z&x—er—&s—a—resu}t—ef—sueh-semee- to defray the expenses of tuntlon matrlculatlon

laboratory and similar fees, books and supplies, board, lodging, and any other reasonably
necessary expense for sueh the child or children incident to attendance in this state at an
educational or training institution of college grade, or in a business or vocational training
school w1th standards approved by the commission of veterans affalrs Hewever—rf—Gen—

Sec.5. Section 35A.8, Code 1999, is amended by adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. a. The executive director shall provide for the administration of
the bonus authorized in this subsection. The commission shall adopt rules, pursuant to
chapter 17A, as necessary to administer this subsection including, but not limited to, appli-
cation procedures, investigation, approval or disapproval, and payment of claims.

b. (1) Each person who served on active duty in the active, oceangoing merchant marine
service of the United States, at any time between December 7, 1941, and December 31, 1946,
both dates inclusive, and who served for a period of not less than one hundred twenty days
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on or before December 31, 1946, and who at the time of entering into the merchant marine
service was a legal resident of the state of lowa, and who had maintained the person’s
residence in this state for a period of at least six months immediately before entering the
merchant marine service, and was honorably discharged or separated from the merchant
marine service, is entitled to receive from moneys appropriated for that purpose the sum of
twelve dollars and fifty cents for each month that the person was on active duty in the
merchant marine service, all before December 31, 1946, not to exceed a total sum of five
hundred dollars. Compensation for a fraction of a month shall not be considered unless the
fraction is sixteen days or more, in which case the fraction shall be computed as a full
month.

(2) A person is not entitled to compensation pursuant to this subsection if the person
received a bonus or compensation similar to that provided in this subsection from another
state.

(3) A person is not entitled to compensation pursuant to this subsection if the person was
on active duty in the merchant marine service after December 7, 1941, and the person re-
fused on conscientious, political, religious, or other grounds, to be subject to military disci-
pline.

(4) The surviving unremarried widow or widower, child or children, mother, father, or
person standing in loco parentis, in the order named and none other, of any deceased
person, shall be paid the compensation that the deceased person would be entitled to pursu-
ant to this subsection, if living, but if any person has died or shall die, or is disabled, from
service-connected causes incurred during the period and in the area from which the person
is entitled to receive compensation pursuant to this subsection, the person or the first survi-
vor as designated by this subsection and in the order named, shall be paid five hundred
dollars, regardless of the length of service.

¢. A person who knowingly makes a false statement relating to a material fact in support-
ing an application under this subsection is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. A person
convicted pursuant to this subsection shall forfeit all benefits to which the person may have
been entitled under this subsection.

d. All payments and allowances made under this subsection shall be exempt from taxa-
tion and from levy and sale on execution.

e. The bonus compensation authorized under this subsection shall be paid from moneys
appropriated for that purpose.

Sec. 6. Section 35B.3, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:
35B.3 COUNTY COMMISSION OF VETERAN AFFAIRS.
The county commission of veteran affairs shall consist of either three or five persons, as

determlned by the board of supemsors all of whom shall be heaembl—y—d&sehafged-pefseﬂs

dat&sha&l—be—subsﬂtuted—fer—August—i&—LQQ@vetergm as Qeﬁngg n section 35, If p0551b1e
each member of the commission shall be a veteran of a dlfferent war—eﬁeeﬂ-ﬂiet—se—&s—te

Gea#ke&ﬂae#wﬂmm—@eﬂ#het—aﬁd—the#emaﬂ—eﬂf—eeﬂﬂ*e%—heweve% mlhtgg agtlgn,
However, this qualification does not preclude membership to a veteran who served in more
than one of the wars-er-eenfliets military actions.
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Sec. 7. Section 35B.10, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as
follows:

All claims certified by the commission shall be reviewed by the board of supervisors and
the county auditor shall issue warrants in payment of the claims. All applications, investi-
gation reports and case records are privileged communications and shall be held confiden-
tial, subject to use and inspection only by persons authorized by law in connection with
their official duties relating to financial audits and the administration of this chapter. How-
ever, the county commission of veteran affairs shall prepare and file in the office of the
county auditor on or before the thirtieth day of each January, April, July and October a
report showing the nrames-and-addresses case numbers of all recipients receiving assistance
under this chapter, together with the amount paid to each during the preceding quarter.
Each report so filed shall be securely fixed in a record book to be used only for such reports
made under this chapter.

Sec. 8. Section 35B.13, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:
35B.13 BURIAL — EXPENSES.
The commlsswn is respon51ble for the 1nterment 1n a su1table cemetery of the body of any

eg_tlon 35, .or the spouse, surv1v1ng spouse, or Chlld of the person if the person has died
w1thout leavmg suff1c1ent means to defray the funeral expenses Hewever——l-f—eengress

commission may pay the expenses in a sum not exceedmg an amount estabhshed by the
board of supervisors.

Sec. 9. Section 35B.14, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as
follows:

The board of supervisors of each county may appropriate moneys for the food, clothing,
shelter ut111t1es medlcal benef1ts and funeral expenses ofheﬂefabl-y—disehafged-mdlgent

O0—_and-the-datethe-prasidento he ORLrE 0O ha nitad atac daalarac o narmaanan
090-and de p dent-o ORg 0 J dStates-deelaresap :
eessation-of-hestilities;-beth-dates-inelusive; veteran fined in ion 35.1, and their
indigent spouses, surviving spouses, and minor chlldren not over elghteen years of age,

hav1ng a legal re51dence in the county Heweve*—af—@engress—enaets-a—dﬁe—dtffefent—irem

Sec. 10. Section 35B.16, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:
35B.16 MARKERS FOR GRAVES.
The county commission of veteran affairs may furnish a suitable and appropriate metal

marker for the grave of each henerably-discharged-persen;-who-served-in-the-military or
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mel&swe—aﬂd e;ergn, as defmeg §ecglgn 35.1, who is burled w1th1n the llmltS of the
county;-te. The marker shall be placed at the individual’s grave to permanently mark and
designate the grave for memorial purposes. The expenses shall be paid from any funds

ralsed as prov1ded in thlS chapter H—Geﬁgfess—eﬂaets-a-émed#fe;eﬂt—ﬁrem—August—z—L%&as

Sec. 11. Section 35C.3, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:

35C.3 DUTY TO INVESTIGATE AND APPOINT.

When any preferred person shalt-apply applies for appointment or employment under this
chapter, the officer, board, or person whose duty it is or may be to appoint or employ seme a
person to fill suek the position or place shall, before appointing or employing anyene a
person to fill sueh the position or place, make an investigation as to the qualifications of
said the applicant for sueh the place or position, and if the applicant is of good moral
character and can perform the duties of said the position se applied for, as-hereinbefore
provided;—said the officer, board, or person shall appoint said the applicant to sueh the
position, place, or employment. Said The appointing officer, board, or person shall set forth
in writing and file for public inspection; the specific grounds upon which it is-held-thatthe
persen appointed is-entitled-to-said-appointment; or inthe-ease such-appeintmentisrefused;
the-speeifie groundsfer-therefusal-thereof refused to appoint the person. Within ten days

after an appointment is refused, the appointing officer, board. or person shall notify the
unsuccessful applicant in writing of the specific grounds for refusal.

Sec.12. NEW SECTION. 35C.5A ARBITRATION.

In addition to the remedies provided in sections 35C.4 and 35C.5, a person belonging to a
class of persons qualifying for a preference may submit any refusal to allow a preference, or
any reduction of the person’s salary as described in section 35C.4, to arbitration within
sixty days after written notification of the refusal or reduction. Within ten days after any
submission, an arbitrator shall be selected by a committee that includes one member chosen
by the person refused preference, one member chosen by the appointing officer, board, or
person, and one member who shall be a disinterested party selected by the other two mem-
bers of the committee. A list of qualified arbitrators may be obtained from the American
arbitration association or other recognized arbitration organization or association. The
decision of the arbitrator shall be final and binding on the parties.

Sec. 13. Section 37.10, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as
follows:
Each commissioner shall be an-he

eeast-guard-member a veteran, as dgfmed in §eg119n 35 \ and be a re51dent of the county in

which the memorial hall or monument is located.

Sec. 14. Section 282.6, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1999, is amended to read as
follows:

Every school shall be free of tuition to all actual residents between the ages of five and
twenty-one years and to resident honerably discharged-soldiers;sailors-and-marines veter-
ans as defined in section 35.1, as many months after becoming twenty-one years of age as
they have spent in the mﬂ-}taﬁner—na#ai—semee armed forces of the United States before they
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became twenty-one, provided, however, fees may be charged covering instructional costs for
a summer school or drivers education program. The board of education may, in a hardship
case, exempt a student from payment of the above fees. Every person, however, who shall
attend any school after graduation from a four-year course in an approved high school or its
equivalent shall be charged a sufficient tuition fee to cover the cost of the instruction received
by sueh the person.

Sec. 15. Section 321.34, Code 1999, is amended by adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 15. LEGION OF MERIT SPECIAL PLATES. The owner of a motor
vehicle subject to registration under section 321.109, subsection 1, light delivery truck, panel
delivery truck, or pickup who has been awarded the legion of merit may, upon written
application to the department and presentation of satisfactory proof of the award of the
legion of merit as established by the Congress of the United States, order special registra-
tion plates with a legion of merit processed emblem. The emblem shall be designed by the
department in cooperation with the adjutant general and shall signify that the owner was
awarded the legion of merit. The application is subject to approval by the department, in
consultation with the adjutant general. The special plates shall be issued at no charge and
are subject to an annual registration fee of fifteen dollars. The county treasurer shall vali-
date the special plates in the same manner as regular registration plates are validated under
this section.

The surviving spouse of a person who was issued special plates under this subsection may
continue to use or apply for and use the special plates subject to registration of the special
plates in the surviving spouse’s name and upon payment of the annual registration fee. If
the surviving spouse remarries, the surviving spouse shall return the special plates to the
department and the department shall issue regular registration plates to the surviving spouse.

Sec. 16. Section 331.608, subsection 8, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:
8. As used in this section, “veteran” means a man-orwoman veteran as defined in section
3 who enlisted or was 1nducted from the county, resrded at any time in the county, oris

Sec.17. Section 400.10, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:

400.10 PREFERENCES.

In all examinations and appointments under this chapter, other than promotions and
apporntments of chief of the pollce department and chief of the f1re department henerab&y

dates—me}aswe—aﬂd as def1ned in sectlon 35 N who are crtlzens and re51dents of this state,
shall have five points added to the veteran’s grade or score attained in qualifying examina-
tions for appointment to positions and five additional points added to the grade or score if
the veteran has a service-connected disability or is receiving compensation, disability ben-
eflts or pensron under laws admlnlstered by the veterans admlnlstratlon Hewever—}f—the
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; - An honorably discharged veteran who has been
awarded the Purple Heart for disabilities incurred in action shall be considered to have a
service-connected disability. However, the points shall be given only upon passing the
exam and shall not be the determmmg factor in passmg

Sec. 18. Section 427.3, subsections 1, 2, and 3, Code 1999, are amended to read as
follows:

1. The property, not to exceed two thousand seven hundred seventy-eight dollars in tax-
able value of any henorably-dischargedsoldier sailer;marine;-ornurse veteran, as defined
in section 35.1, of the first World War.

2. The property, not to exceed one thousand eight hundred fifty-two dollars in taxable
va]ue ofan honorably separated retlred furloughed to areserve, placed oninactive status, or

3. Where the word “seldier veteran” appears in this chapter, it includes, without limita-
tion, the members of the United States air force and the United States merchant marine.

Sec. 19. Section 427.4, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:

427.4 EXEMPTIONS TO RELATIVES.

In case any person in the foregoing classifications does not claim any-sueh the exemption
from taxation, it shall be allowed in the name of sueh the person to the same extent on the
property of any one of the following persons in the order named:

1. The spouse, or surviving spouse remaining unmarried, of anysuehsoldier—sailer;
marine;-ornurse a veteran, as defined in section 35.1, where they are living together or were
living together at the time of the death of sueh—pefseﬂ the veteran.

2. The parent whose spouse is deceased and who remains unmarried, of anysuehseldier;
sailor,-merine-or-nurse a veteran, as defined in section 35.1, whether living or deceased,
where sueh the parent is, or was at the time of death of the seldier—saﬁef—mafme—er—nufse
veteran, dependent on sueh-persen the veteran for support.

3. The minor child, or children owning property as tenants in common, of any-sueh a
deceased seldiersailormarine,ornurse veteran, as defined in section 35.1

No more than one tax exemption shall be allowed under this section or sectlon 427.3 in
the name of any-honerably-dischargedsoldier-sailor-marine;ornurse a veteran, as defined
in section 35.1.
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Sec. 20. Section 483A.24, subsection 13, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:
13. Upon payment of the fee of thirty dollars for a lifetime hunting and fishing combined
license, the department shall issue a hunting and fishing combined license to a resident of
Iowa who is a veteran, as defined in section 35.1, who was disabled during-the-peried-of-a
veteran’sserveelistedinthissubseetion or whe was a prisoner of war during that veteran’s
military service. The department shall prepare an application to be used by a person re-
questing a hunting and fishing combined license under this subsection. The commission of
veterans affairs shall assist the department in verifying the status or claims of applicants

under th1s subsectlon As used in thls subsectlon ﬁve%efa-&ﬂ-mea-m—a—pefseﬂ—whe—ls—&—pest-

“dlsabled” means entltled to compensatlon under the Unlted States
Code, Title 38, chapter 11.

Sec.21. Section 35.7, Code 1999, is repealed.

DIVISIONII
MILITARY SERVICE PROPERTY TAX CREDIT AND EXEMPTION

Sec. 22. Section 25B.7, subsection 2, paragraph c, Code 1999, is amended to read as
follows:

c. Military service property tax credit and exemption pursuant to chapter 426A and sec-
tions 427.3 through 427.7, to the extent of six dollars and seventy-five ninety-two cents per
thousand dollars of assessed value of the exempt property.

Sec.23. Section 426A.2, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows:

426A.2 MILITARY SERVICE TAX CREDIT.

The moneys shall be apportioned each year so as to replace all or a portion of the tax
which would be due on property eligible for military service tax exemption in the state, if the
property were subject to taxation, the amount of the credit to be not more than six dollars
and seventy-five ninety-two cents per thousand dollars of assessed value of property which
would be subject to the tax, except for the military service tax exemption.

Sec. 24. Division II of this Act applies to the military service property tax exemption
claims allowed on or after January 1, 2000.

Approved May 25, 1999



