
CH. 163 LAWS OF THE SEVENTY-EIGHTH G.A., 1999 SESSION 396 

institution, or at an institution under the R'l:anageffient of the Iowa departffient of eorree 
tiens, or who introduces a controlled substance or intoxicating beverage into the premises of 
such an institution a facility. commits a class "D" felony. 

Approved May 24, 1999 

CHAPTER 164 
GUARDIANS AD LITEM FOR CHILDREN IN JUVENILE COURT 

S.F. 193 

AN ACT relating to the duties of a guardian ad litem appointed to represent a child in 
juvenile court proceedings. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 232.2, subsection 22, Code 1999, is amended to read as follows: 
22 . .a.. "Guardian ad litem" means a person appointed by the court to represent the inter

ests of a child in any judicial proceeding to which the child is a party, and includes a court 
appointed special advocate, except that a court appointed special advocate shall not file 
motions or petitions pursuant to section 232.54, subsections 1 and 4, section 232.103, sub
section 2, paragraph "c", and section 232.111. 

b. Unless otherwise enlarged or circumscribed by a court or juvenile court having juris
diction over the child or by operation of law, the duties of a guardian ad litem with respect to 
a child shall include the following: 

&.- ill Conducting in-person interviews with the child. if the child's age is appropriate for 
the interview. and interviewing each parent, guardian, or other person having custody of the 
child. if authorized by counsel. 

&.- @ Conducting interviews with the child. if the child's age is appropriate for the inter
view. prior to any court -ordered hearing . 

.Ql Visiting the home, residence, or both home and residence of the child and any pro
spective home or residence of the child. including each time placement is changed. 

e... ID Interviewing any person providing medical, mental health. social, educational, or 
other services to the child. before any hearing referred to in subparagra,ph (2). 

&.- .(51 Obtaining first-hand knowledge, if possible, of the facts, circumstances, and par
ties involved in the matter in which the person is appointed guardian ad litem. 

e,. !ID. Attending any hearings in the matter in which the person is appointed as the 
guardian ad litem. 

f1l Attending. if necessary. any departmental staff meeting or case conference rega,rding 
the child. and if necessary. any meeting with medical or mental hea,lth providers. service 
providers. orga,niza,tions. or educa,tional institutions. 
~ The order a,ppointing the gua,rdia,n a,d litem sha,ll specify the duties of and grant autho

riza,tion to the guardian ad litem to interview a,ny releva,nt person a,nd inspect and copy any 
records relevant to the proceedings. if not prohibited by federa,lla,w. The order shall specify 
tha,t the guardian ad litem may interview a,ny person providing medical. mental health. 
socia,l. educa,tional. or other services to the child. a,nd ma,y inspect and copy any records 
releva,nt to the proceedings. 

Approved May 24, 1999 


