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CHAPTER 51 
RENEWAL OF DRIVER'S LICENSES BY MAIL 

S.F. 971t 

CH. 51 

AN ACT relating to the state department of transportation concerning renewal of driver's 
licenses by mail. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 321.196, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
321.196 EXPIRATION OF LICENSE - RENEWAL -VISION !J!ES.'l'- OR REPORT MAN­

D.\TORY. 
Except as otherwise provided, a motor vehicle license, other than an instruction permit, 

chauffeur's instruction permit, or commercial driver's instruction permit issued under section 
321.180, expires, at the option of the applicant, two or four years from the licensee's birthday 
anniversary occurring in the year of issuance if the licensee is between the ages of seventeen 
years eleven months and seventy years on the date of issuance of the license. If the licensee 
is under the age of seventeen years eleven months or age seventy or over the license is effec­
tive for a period of two years from the licensee's birthday anniversary occurring in the year 
of issuance. Except as required in section 321.188, a motor vehicle license is renewable without 
written examination or penalty within a period of sixty days after its expiration date. A per­
son shall not be considered to be driving with an invalid license during a period of sixty days 
following the license expiration date. However, for a license renewed within the sixty-day 
period, the date of issuance shall be considered to be the previous birthday anniversary on 
which it expired. Applicants whose licenses are restricted due to vision or other physical defi­
ciencies may be required to renew their licenses every two years. For the purposes of this 
section the birthday anniversary of a person born on February 29 shall be deemed to occur 
on March 1. The department in its discretion may authorize the renewal of a valid motor vehi­
cle license other than a commercial driver's license upon application without an examination 
provided that the applicant eithet- satisfactorily passes a vision test as prescribed by the depart­
ment! 61" files a vision report in accordance with section 321.186A which shows that the appli­
cant's visual acuity level meets or exceeds those required by the department! or ~ eligible 
for renewal~ mail pursuant to rules adopted ~the department. The department may assess 
an applicant ! fee of no more than two dollars for administration and mailing expenses for 
providing for renewal of the applicant's driver's license ~ mail. 

Any resident of Iowa holding a valid motor vehicle license who is temporarily absent from 
the state, or incapacitated, may, at the time for renewal for such license, apply to'the depart­
ment for a temporary extension of the license. The department upon receipt of the applica­
tion shall, upon a showing of good cause, issue a temporary extension of the motor vehicle 
license for a period not to exceed six months. 

Approved April 27, 1993 


