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CHAPTER 106 
STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

S.F. 318 

AN ACT relating to the state soil conservation committee, by providing for the composition 
of the committee and its powers and duties. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 159.5, subsection 14, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
14. Establish and maintain a division of soil conservation. The division administrator shall 

be appointed by the secretary from~ li_s_! Qf names Qf pers~>ns recommended by the soil conser­
vation committee, purs_11ant to ~ection !67 A.4, subsection ~ and shall serve at the pleasure 
of the secretary. 

Sec. 2. Section 467 A.4, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1989, are amended to read as follows: 
1. The soil conservation division is established within the department to perform the func­

tions conferred upon it in chapters 83, 83A, and 467A through~ 467F. The division shall 
be administered in accordance with the policies of the state soil conservation committee, which 
shall advise the division and which shall approve administrative rules proposed by the divi­
sion for the administration of chapters 83, 83A, and 467 A through~ 467F before the rules 
are adopted pursuant to chapter 17 A. !f ~difference ~~ists between !J:l~ committee and :>ecre­
tary regarding the content Qf ~ PI.Qposed rul~ the secretary shall notify the chairperson Qf 
the committee Qf the difference within t,_hirty da:y~ from the committee's action_ on the rule. The 
secretary ~nd the committee shall _rn~et to resolve t,_h_~ differ~nce within thirty days after the 
~~~retary p_!"ovides the committee '\\'Jth notice Qf the difference. The state soil conservation 
committee consists of a chairperson and ten eight other voting members. The following shall 
serve as ex officio nonvoting members of the committee: The director of the Iowa cooperative 
extension service in agriculture and home economics, or the director's designee, and the direc­
tor of the department of natural resources or the director's designee. Nine voting members 
shall be appointed by the governor subject to confirmation by the senate. Six of the appoin­
tive members shall be persons engaged in actual farming operations, one of whom shall be 
a resident of each of the six geographic regions iQ the state, includ_i_gg northwest, :>outhwest, 
north central, ~outh central, northeast, and southeast Iowa, wa-tei> resouree distriets estab­
li-shed by ~ ~ and no more than one of whom shall be a resident of any one 
county. The boundaries Qf the geographic regions shall b~ established by rule. Tbe seventh, 
eighth, and ninth appointive members shall be chosen by the governor from the state at large 
with one appointed to be a representative of cities, one appointed to be a representative of 
the mining industry, and one appointee who is a farmer actively engaged in tree farming epeF­

atMms. The committee may invite the secretary of agriculture of the United States to appoint 
one person to serve with the other members, and the president of the Iowa county engineers 
association may designate a member of the association to serve in the same manner, but these 
persons have no vote and shall serve in an advisory capacity only. The committee may per­
form acts! hold public hearings, and propose and approve rules pursuant to chapter 17 A as 
necessary for the execution Qf its function~~ 

2. The committee shall recommend three persons to the secretary Qf agriculture who shall 
appoint from the persons recommended an administrative director to head the division who 
shall serve at the pleasure Qf the secretary. After reviewing the names submitted, the secre­
tary may request the soil conservation committee to submit additional names for considera­
tion. The committee shal! recommend to the :>ecretary each year ~budget for the division. The 
secretary, at the earliest opportunity and prior to formulating ll, budget, shall meet with 
representatives Qf the committee to discuss the committee's recommendation. The commit­
tee or division may call upon the attorney general of the state for necessary legal services. The 
committee may delegate to its chairperson, to one or more of its members, or to one or more 
agents or employees, powers and duties as it deems proper. Upon request of the committee, 
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for the purpose of carrying out any of the functions assigned the committee or the department 
by law, the supervising officer of any state agency, or of any state institution of learning shall, 
insofar as possible under available appropriations, and having due regard to the needs of the 
agency to which the request is directed, assign or detail the request to the staff or personnel 
of the agency or institution of learning, and make the special reports, surveys, or studies as 
the committee requests. 

Sec. 3. Section 467 A.10, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
467A.10 DISCONTINUANCE OF DISTRICTS. 
At any time after five years after the organization of a district under this chapter, any twenty­

five owners of land lying within the boundaries of the district, but in no case less than twenty 
percent of the owners of land lying within the district, may file a petition with the division 
committee asking that the operations of the district be terminated and the existence of the 
district discontinued. The committee may conduct public meetings and public hearings upon 
the petition as necessary to assist in the consideration of the petition. Within sixty days after 
a petition has been received by the division committee, the division shall give due notice of 
the holding of a referendum, shall supervise the referendum, and shall issue appropriate rules 
governing the conduct of the referendum, t-he. Th~ question ~to be submitted by ballots upon 
which the words "For terminating the existence of the . . . . . . . . (name of the soil and water 
conservation district to be here inserted)" and "Against terminating the existence of 
the . . . . . . . (name of the soil and water conservation district to be here inserted)" shall be 
printed, with a square before each proposition and a direction to insert an X mark in the square 
before one or the other of the propositions as the voter favors or opposes discontinuance of 
the district. All owners of lands lying within the boundaries of the district are eligible to vote 
in the referendum. No informalities in the conduct of the referendum or in any matters relat­
ing to the referendum invalidate the referendum or the result of the referendum if notice was 
given substantially as provided in this section and if the referendum was fairly conducted. 

When sixty-five percent of the landowners vote to terminate the existence of the district, 
the division committee shall advise the commissioners to terminate the affairs of the dis­
trict. The commissioners shall dispose of all property belonging to the district at public auc­
tion and shall pay over the proceeds of the sale to be deposited into the state treasury. The 
commissioners shall then file an application, duly verified, with the secretary of state for the 
discontinuance of the district, and shall transmit with the application the certificate of the divi­
siilii committee setting forth the determination of the division committee that the continued 
operation of the district is not administratively practicable and feasible. The application shall 
recite that the property of the district has been disposed of and the proceeds paid over as 
provided in this section, and shall set forth a full accounting of the properties and proceeds 
of the sale. The secretary of state shall issue to the commissioners a certificate of dissolution 
and shall record the certificate in an appropriate book of record in the secretary of state's office. 

Upon issuance of a certificate of dissolution under this section, all ordinances and regula­
tions previously adopted and in force within the districts are of no further force and effect. All 
contracts previously entered into, to which the district or commissioners are parties, remain 
in force and effect for the period provided in the contracts. The division committee is sub­
stituted for the district or commissioners as party to the contracts. The division committee 
is entitled to all benefits and subject to all liabilities under the contracts and has the same 
right and liability to perform, to require performance, to sue and be sued, and to modify or 
terminate the contracts by mutual consent or otherwise, as the commissioners of the district 
would have had. 

The division committee shall not entertain petitions for the discontinuance of any district 
nor conduct referenda upon discontinuance petitions nor make determinations pursuant to the 
petitions in accordance with this chapter, more often than once in five years. 

Sec. 4. Section 467 A.42, subsection 2, paragraphs a and b, Code 1989, are amended to read 
as follows: 
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a. "Permanent soil and water conservation practices" means planting of perennial grasses, 
legumes, shrubs, or trees, the establishment of grassed waterways, and the construction of 
terraces, or other permanent soil and water practices approved by the division committee. 

b. "Temporary soil and water conservation practices" means planting of annual or biennial 
crops, use of strip-cropping, contour planting, or minimum or mulch tillage, and any other cul­
tural practices approved by the division committee. 

Sec. 5. Section 467 A.44, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
The commissioners of each soil and water conservation district shall, with approval of and 

within time limits set by administrative order of the division state soil conservation commit­
tee, adopt reasonable regulations as are deemed necessary to establish a soil loss limit or limits 
for the district and provide for the implementation of the limit or limits, and may subsequently 
amend or repeal their regulations as they deem necessary. The division committee shall review 
the soil loss limit regulations adopted by the soil and water conservation districts at least once 
every five years, and shall recommend changes in the regulations of a soil and water conserva­
tion district which the division committee deems necessary to assure that the district's soil 
loss limits are reasonable and attainable. The commissioners may: 

Sec. 6. Section 467 A.45, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
467A.45 SUBMISSION OF REGULATIONS TO DIVISION COMMITTEE -HEARING. 
Regulations which the commissioners propose to adopt, amend, or repeal shall be submitted 

to the division committee, in a form prescribed by the division committee, for its approval. The 
division committee may approve the regulations as submitted, or with amendments as it deems 
necessary. The commissioners shall, after approval, publish notice of hearing on the proposed 
regulations, as approved, in a newspaper of general circulation in the district, setting a date 
and time not less than ten nor more than thirty days after the publication when a hearing 
on the proposed regulations will be held at a specified place. The notice shall include the full 
text of the proposed regulations or shall state that the proposed regulations are on file and 
available for review at the office of the affected soil and water conservation district. 

Sec. 7. Section 467 A.46, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
467A.46 CONDUCT OF HEARING. 
At the hearing, the commissioners or their designees shall explain, in reasonable detail, the 

reasons why adoption, amendment, or repeal of the regulations is deemed necessary or advis­
able. Any landowner, or any occupant of land who would be affected by the regulations, shall 
be afforded an opportunity to be heard for or against the proposed regulations. At the conclu­
sion of the hearing, the commissioners shall announce and enter of record their decision whether 
to adopt or modify the proposed regulations. Any modification must be approved by the divi­
sieft committee, which may at its discretion order the commissioners to republish the regula­
tions and hold another hearing in the manner prescribed by this chapter. 

Sec. 8. Section 467 A.48, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1989, are amended to read as follows: 
1. An owner or occupant of land in this state is not required to establish any new perma­

nent or temporary soil and water conservation practice unless public or other cost-sharing funds 
have been specifically approved for that land and actually made available to the owner or 
occupant. The amount of cost-sharing funds made available shall not exceed seventy-five per­
cent of the estimated cost as established by the commissioners of a permanent soil and water 
conservation practice, or seventy-five percent of the actual cost, whichever is less, or an amount 
set by the division committee for a temporary soil and water conservation practice, except 
as otherwise provided by law with respect to land classified as agricultural land under conser­
vation cover. The commissioners shall establish the estimated cost of permanent soil and water 
conservation practices in the district based upon one and two-tenths of the average cost of 
the practices installed in the district during the previous year. The average costs shall be 
reviewed and approved by the commissioners each calendar year. 
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2. The division committee shall review these requirements once each year, and may autho­
rize soil and water conservation district commissioners to make the mandatory establishment 
of any specified soil and water conservation practice in any particular case conditional on a 
higher proportion of public cost-sharing than is required by this section. When the commis­
sioners have been so authorized, they shall, in determining the amount of cost-sharing for estab­
lishment of a specified soil and water conservation practice to comply with an administrative 
order issued pursuant to section 467A.47, consider the extent to which the practice will con­
tribute benefits to the public in relation to the benefits that will accrue to the individual owner 
or occupant of the land on which the practice is to be established. Evidence that an applica­
tion for public or other cost-sharing funds, from a source or sources having authority to pay 
a portion of the cost of work needed to comply with an administrative order issued pursuant 
to section 467 A.47, has been submitted to the proper officer or agency constitutes commence­
ment of the work within the meaning of sections 467 A.43 through 467 A.53. 

Sec. 9. Notwithstanding this Act persons appointed to serve on the soil conservation com­
mittee before July 1, 1989, may serve out their terms as provided in chapter 467 A. 

Approved May 3, 1989 

CHAPTER 107 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE DISCLOSURE REPORTS 

S.F. 365 

AN ACT relating to the filing of campaign finance disclosure reports by city and school elec­
tive offices and for local ballot issues. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 56.6, subsection 1, paragraph e, is amended to read as follows: 
e. Committees for municipal and school elective offices and local ballot issues shall file their 

first reports five days prior to any election in which the name of the candidate or the local 
ballot issue which they support or oppose appears on the printed ballot and shall file their 
next report on the first day of the month following the final election in a calendar year in which 
the candidate's name or the ballot issue appears on the ballot. A committee supporting or oppos­
ing a candidate for a municipal or school elective office or a local ballot issue shall eoRtinl:le 
te also file a disclosure repePt reports on the HPst day ef eveey H!:6flth twentieth day of Janu­
~ and October of each year !E_ which the candidate or ballot issue does not appear on the 
ballot and on the twentieth~~ January, May, and July~ each year in which the candidate 
or ballot issue appears on the ballot, until it the committee dissolves. These reports shall be 
current to five days prior to the filing deadline and are considered timely filed if mailed bear­
ing a United States postal service postmark one or more calendar days preceding the due date. 

Approved May 3, 1989 


