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eight feet in width as required under chapter 321E. The vehicle width limitations imposed 
by this subsection only apply to the public highways of the state not subject to the width limi­
tations imposed under subsection 2. 

Approved June 4, 1987 

CHAPTER 190 
HEALTH CARE FACILITY ADMISSIONS 

H.F. 210 

AN ACT relating to certain admissions to health care facilities. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 135C.23, subsection 2, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1987, is amended 
to read as follows: 

This section does not prohibit the admission of a patient with a history of dangerous or dis­
turbing behavior to an intermediate care facility, OF skilled nursing facility, or county care 
facility when the intermediate care facility, or skilled nursing facility, or county care facility 
has a program which has received prior approval from the department to properly care for 
and manage the patient. An intermediate care facility, ©r skilled nursing facility, or county 
care facility is required to transfer or discharge a resident with dangerous or disturbing behavior 
when the intermediate care facility, OF skilled nursing facility, or county care facility cannot 
control the resident's dangerous or disturbing behavior. The department, in coordination with 
the state mental health and mental retardation commission, shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 
17A for programs to be required in intermediate care facilities, aaé skilled nursing facilities, 
and county care facilities that admit patients or have residents with histories of dangerous 
or disturbing behavior. 

Sec. 2. Section 229.21, subsection 3, Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
3. When an application for involuntary hospitalization under this chapter or an application 

for involuntary commitment or treatment of substance abusers under sections 125.75 to 125.94 
is filed with the clerk of the district court in any county for which a judicial hospitalization 
referee has been appointed, and no district judge is accessible in the county, the clerk shall 
immediately notify the referee in the manner required by section 229.7 or section 125.77. The 
referee shall discharge all of the duties imposed upon judges of the district court or magis­
trates by sections 229.7 to 229.19 or sections 125.75 to 125.94 in the proceeding so initiated. If 
an emergency hospitalization proceeding is initiated under section 229.22 a judicial hospitali­
zation referee may perform the duties imposed upon a magistrate by that section. However, 
any commitment to a facility regulated and operated under chapter 135C, shall be in accor­
dance with section 135C.23. 

Sec. 3. Section 253.9, Code 1987, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 
paragraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A judge, magistrate, or judicial hospitalization 
referee shall make all placements to a county care facility pursuant to section 135C.23. 

Approved June 4, 1987 


