
CH.221 LAWS OF THE SEVENTY-FIRST G.A., 1985 SESSION 

CHAPTER 221 
SCHOOL REORGANIZATION 

S.F. 398 

AN ACT relating to school reorganization. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

462 

Section 1. Section 275.14, Code 1985, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 
paragraph: 

NE}Y_ UNJ'l'YMB_~~~J~ P A!tAGRAPJ!. Objection forms shall be prescribed by the depart
ment of public instruction and may be obtained from the area education agency 
administrator. Objection forms that request that property be removed from a proposed 
district shall include the correct legal description of the property to be removed. 

Sec. 2. Section 275.15, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
275.15 HEARING- DECISION -PUBLICATION OF ORDER- APPEAL. 
At the hearing, which shall be held within ten days of the final date set for filing objections, 

interested parties, both petitioners and objectors, may present evidence and arguments, and 
the area education agency board shall review the matter on its merits and within fi¥e ten days 
after the conclusion of any hearing, shall rule on the objections and shall enter an order fixing 
sueh ~he boundaries for the proposed school corporation as will in its judgment be for the best 
interests of all parties concerned, having due regard for the welfare of adjoining districts or 
dismiss the petition. 
~AI!~(} RAJ>!! DIV:g:>EQ. The area education agency board, when entering the order fix

ing the boundaries, shall consider ll.ll requests ~!!!_l_E!_lr filed for boundary line changes ef JH'6P
epty- O'NfteFs whe reside on flFOfleFty adjaeent to the flFOflOSed boundaFy lines. 

:If tJte, petiti~_l! !~ !l_Ql; disl!lisse<! and the_ boar<! de~_rmin~ that additional information ~ ~
<J.l.l_it:_ed i!l_ <>rde,:r_ t_()_ !i_J(_ l:>_~undar}'_ l!_nes Q! the ~osed school corporation, the board may con
tinl!_E!_ the_ h~ar_~J!g' fo_:r_ f!Q more ~han !_hirty ~ays. The date of the continued hearin_g ~all be an
I!_Ounce<! !l._t t_l!_E!_ Q!"igina} meet!l!K_. Additional Q_bjections in the form required in section 275.14 
mar l>_e_ (!<>_nsidE!_!"~_<! ~f fi_lE!_c:l wi_~lt_ the administrat_!>_:r_ within five days after the date of the origina~ 
boar<! l!earil!g. !f the, !tear!l!g ~ ~:_ontinued, !_!I_!! area: education ll,gency administrator may con
duct O_!l_!! <>_r_ mor_!! meet!_!l_g_~ 'V'{it!t ~l!_e_ bo!l._rds Q! directors of the affected districts. Notice Q! ~ 
suc_lt_ l!l~eti_11_g mus~ be ~e_I! ll.! least forty-eigh~ !!_ours in 11.__dvance !>_y ~he area education agency 
ll_dmi[}istrat_~ ~11 !_~ l!lannE!_r_ provided in section 21.4. The area education agency l:>_oard ~ 
~quest !h!l.! !_!t_E!_ adJl!inistJ:oato:r_ make, alternative recommendations regardiJ!g the boundary 
line_~ <>_f !h_e_ pi"Q_p_o..§.e_<! scho<>_l ~_:r_poratio_I!. The area education age~ board shall !Jlake ll_ deci
~i_<>_l! 0__!1_ !_he_ boul!_dary lines ~it}lin ten !lays following the conclusion Q! the continued hear!It& 
PARAGB_~PH !->!YIDE_!). The agency administrator shall at once publish this OFdeP the 

c:lecisio_l! in the same newspaper in which the original notice was published. Within twenty 
days after the publication tfteFeof! the decision rendered by the area education agency board 
may be appealed to the district court in the county involved by any school district 
affected. For purposes of appeal, only those school districts who filed reorganization petitions 
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are school districts affected. An appeal from a decision of an area education agency board or 
joint area education agency boards under section 275.4, 275.16, or this section is subject to 
appeal procedures under this chapter and is not subject to appeal under chapter 290. 

Sec. 3. Section 275.16, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
If the territory described in the petition for the proposed corporation lies in more than one 

area education agency, the agency administrator with whom the petition is filed shall fix the 
time and place for a hearing and call a joint meeting of the members of all the agency boards in 
which any territory of the proposed school corporation lies, to act as a single board for the 
hearing of the objections, and a majority of members of each of the agency boards of the dif
ferent agencies in which any part of the proposed corporation lies, constitutes a quorum. The 
president of the board of directors of the area education agency in which the petition has been 
filed, or a member of the board designated by the president, shall preside at the joint 
meeting. The joint boards acting as a single board shall determine whether the petition con
forms to plans or, if the petition requests a change in plans, whether a change should be made, 
and may change the plans of any or all the area education agency boards affected by the peti
tion, arul it-. '!'!t~ i~ill~ ~~11.1"<! shall determine and fix boundaries for the proposed corporation 
as provided in section 275.15 or dismiss the petition. '!'_It~ ioin! ~oar<! may ~~I!_tjnue ~l!E! h~~r
iJ:!g ~ }l!"()~ided i_I! ~ect!~n ?75._!§_. 

"P ARAQ,RA~l! J:)IVID~.Q. Votes of each member of an area education agency board in at
tendance shall be weighted so that the total number of votes eligible to be cast by members of 
each board in attendance shall be equal. However, if the joint boards cast a tie vote and are 
unable to agree to an 6Pdet' ~ <!El_c_!~on fixing the boundaries for the proposed school distFiet 
<::O~()y~ti_<!_l! or to lffi 6Pdet' ~ ~~~i~I! to dismiss the petition, the time during which actions 
must be taken under section 275.15 shall be extended from five days to fifteen days after the 
conclusion of the hearing under section 275.15, and the joint board shall reconvene not less 
than ten and not more than fifteen days after the conclusion of the hearing. At the hearing the 
joint board shall reconsider its action and if a tie vote is again cast it is an 6Pdet' ll <f_ecisi~I1 
granting the petition and changing the plans of any and all of the agency boards affected by 
the petition and fixing the boundaries for the proposed school corporation. The agency ad
ministrator shall at once publish the decision in the same newspaper in which the original 
notice was published. 

Sec. 4. Section 275.18, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
275.18 SPECIAL ELECTION CALLED - TIME. 
When the boundaries of the territory to be included in a proposed school corporation and 

the number and method of the election of the school directors of the proposed school corpora
tion have been determined as provided in this chapter, the area education agency ad
ministrator with whom the petition is filed shall give written notice of the proposed date of the 
election to the county commissioner of elections of the county in the proposed school corpora
tion which has the greatest taxable base. The proposed date shall be as soon as possible pur
suant to sections 39.2, subsections 1 and 2, and 47.6, subsections 1 and 2, but not later than 
November 30 of the calendar year prior to the calendar year in which the reorganization will 
take effect. 
~ A~AG~~PI:! PJV!_DED_. The county commissioner of elections shall give notice of the 

election by one publication in the same newspaper in which previous notices have been 
published regarding the proposed school reorganization, and in addition, if more than one 
county is involved, by one publication in a legal newspaper in each county other than that of 
the first publication. The publication shall be not less than four nor more than twenty days 
prior to the election. !! !_he <Ieci_si_<>_I!_ .(lUblished ~suant to section 275.15 ~ 275.16 i_r!_clu<fes 11:. 



CH.221 LAWS OF THE SEVENTY-FIRST G.A.,1985 SESSION 464 

descril>_tjo_ll oJ tl:!.(l Pl'.<>£()Se<! scho_<>! ~_l'jloration and 11. «!_El_scription ()_f thE!_ dire<j;()!: districts, ~! 
11._ny, t~_Ellloticl'l_ !<Jl' !l)_El_~ti()llll._nd the }}all()!«!_() not ll_eed ~ !Jlc.lude !~_!lse descl'!P_tiOI1!- Notice for 
an election shall not be published until the expiration of time for appeal, which shall be the 
same as that provided in section 275.15 or 275.16, whichever is applicable; and if there is an ap
peal, not until the appeal has been disposed of. 

Sec. 5. Section 275.25, Code 1985, is amended by adding the following new subsection: 
.NEW ~UB_SECT!.Q!'!. 6. The board of the newly formed district shall appoint an acting 

superintendent and an acting board secretary. The appointment of the acting superintendent 
shall not be subject to the continuing contract provision of sections 279.20, 279.23, and 279.24. 

Sec. 6. Section 275.29, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
275.29 DIVISION OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AFTER REORGANIZATION. 
Between July 1 and July 20, the board of directors of the newly formed eemmtmity school 

district shall meet with the boards of all the old districts, or parts of districts, affected by the 
organization of the new school corporation for the purpose of reaching joint agreement on an 
equitable division of the assets of the several school corporations or parts of school corpora
tions and an equitable distribution of the liabilities of the affected corporations or parts of cor
porations. I_llll.c:l<l_i!!()ll! if ()t!_t_s_t_a,n_dlllg !!_o!l!i~ 11.r~ !11 El_~!t!l_n_~(! !llll.lll <!i!tFict! th(! !Joards s_h_;gl 
ll1~l!! t()gEl_t_her p_.r:!()l' !() !\f_ll.rc}l15 pri01: ~ t_}l(l sc}lool ~ar !l:!.l! reorganiza!!o_ll ~ effective to 
<!e_!El_r~ill.El the <J.i~!~but!<JI1 ()_f !tt.El!J.()_n_<!El<l indebte~llElSS l:J(l_t_weei1 ~El_ distFicts 8_() t_l!_11._t t)!_(l ne'!Jl: 
f()rl!!.e~ c!_i§tl'!(!t I!l_ll.;r ~_Ell't.if;y its_ l>!:i_c:l~t un«!_El.r: th_(! Pl'()cedures__ ~El_cif!Elc:l ~Il c.l!ll.pte.r: ?4. The 
!!_o~_rds s_hal! (_!l.msil!_(!.r: t.ll.El IIl.II..Il<lll.tor_;y l~_!;y J'El.l}\l_!~_c:l !11 s_Elctioi176._g_ 11.n.<l. s_h_ll.l! assure the satisfac
t_i()ll ()! outs_t11ndil)_g oblig_a._ti_llll_s ()_f El_ac}l affe~.t_ed s_ch()_(l} COIJ!.~.II..t_i()ll~ 

Sec. 7. Section 275.31, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
275.31 TAXES TO EFFECT EQUALIZATION. 
If necessary to equalize sueh !llEl_ division and distribution, the board or boards may provide 

for the levy of additional taxes! ~ll!<!!l s__hal! b~ suffi~_ient t_() s_a_t!!!!;y the l!l:ll._lldat_()!"_l levy l'l!-
9..l1.i.rec:l !I1 sec_ti()Il. 76.? ()I' ()_tit_El:r !ili.lJ.igt_i.El.s_ of t_}l(l dist_rict_s_, upon the property of &ey 11. corporation 
or part of 11. corporation and for the distribution of the same tax I_"_evenue_s_ so as to effect sueh 
equalization. }Yhell 111.~ l><Jii.!'c:l ()l' boards are (_!()nsiderin_g t_}l(l equalJ~.II...t!oE_levy, tl:!..El <!ivisiOilll,nd 
<!i_stri}}_l!t_!o_ll s_}lll,l]J:l_(}! !!!!-pair !~~ sec~it;y for ()Utstallding oblig11,tions <J.! eac}lll.!f~_(!_t_~ l!_orpor_ll.
tion. 

Sec. 8. Section 275.33, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
275.33 CONTRACTS NOT AFFECTED. 
1. The terms of employment of superintendents, principals, and teachers, for the school 

year following the effective date of the formation of the new district shall not be affected by 
the formation of the new district, except in accordance with the provisions of sections 279.15 to 
279.18 and 279.24 and t_he auth.~>r..!tx II..I1<! ~onsibilit;y 11l offEl!' new (!()_ntract! ().!' t_() continue, 
m()dify, ()I' terminat_El_ existi_!lg cont_I_".II._cts P_llrsua.I11 !() s_ection! 27§..12, 275.1~ 275.15 t() 275.21, 
275.23,_ an<! ??_5.24 for !ll.El scJ:!.()()l year !J.eginniQg with tlt_l! _Elffective_ date <Ji the r.eo_r_gll_I!!zation 
shal! i:J_El_ tl'll..nsferr~<! fro_!!! th(l !J_oaz:.ds ()! !h~ existii!B: districts ~ the board of th(! new c:list_rict_ on 
the t_hirc:l '[_l!_esday ()! Janua.r:;y pl'!or t_o t.ll~ ~!J.ool ;year the reor_g~~._Il!zat!.<l.l! ~ effectiv_El. 

2. The collective bargaining agreement of the district with the largest basic enrollment, as 
defined in section 442.4, in the new district shall eentinue in full fePee a-nd efteet. mttil a !HH!

ees-seP agPeement is negotiated serve li..!l. the base agreement and the employees of the other 
districts involved in the formation of the new district shall automatically be accreted to the 
bargaining unit of that collective bargaining agreement for purposes of 11egotiating the con
trac_t_ fl!.!' tll_l! follow.!Jlg rEl.l!:!: without further action by the public employment relations 
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board. If only one collective bargaining agreement is in effect among the districts which are 
party to the reorganization, then that agreement shall eontiftue ift full f&ee a-nd effecl until a
sueeessop agpeement is negotiated serve as !_he bas~ agreement, and the employees of the 
other districts involved in the formation of the new district shall automatically be accreted to 
the bargaining unit of that collective bargaining agreement for ~!!!!Poses of negotiating the 
COJ!_tract fo:r-_ the following year without further action by the public employment relations 
board. Tht: !>_oard of the newl_r forme«! district, using the base ~~ment as its existing con
tract, shall bargai11_ with the combined employees of the existing districts for the scl10ol year 
beginning with the effectiv~ date of the reorganization. The bargaining shall be completed by 
March 15 prior to ~he school yea:r: in which the reorganization become~ effect_!ve ~I"_ ~ithi~ one 
hundred_ !_wenty days ~fter the <>!:_g_anization of the new board, wl.!_ichever ~later. !! ~bargain
~_Il_g ~eemell__t was already concluded by the board <l.nd employees of the ~isting ~istrict with 
the con~act serving as the base agreement for the school year beginning wit!! !he effecti~ 
date of the reorganization, that agreement shall be void. However, if the base agreement con
tains multiyear provisions affecting school years subsequent to the effective dat~ of the 
reorganization, the base agreement shall remain in effect as ~ecified_ in the agreement. 

The provisions of the !>_ase agreement shal! '!PP!l_ to the offering of new contracts, or con
tinuation, modification, or termination of existing contracts as provided ~11_ subsection 1 Q_~ this 
section. 
---

Sec. 9. Section 275.41, Code 1985, is amended by adding the following new subsection: 
NEW SUBSECTION. 9. The board of the newly formed district shall appoint an acting 

superintendent and an acting board secretary. The appointment of the acting superintendent 
shall not be subject to the continuing contract provision of sections 279.20, 279.23, and 279.24. 

Approved May 29, 1985 

CHAPTER 222 
ABANDONED PROPERTY 

H.F. 696 

AN ACT relating to abandoned property, by providing for a civil action, providing for the 
issuance of injunctions and other orders, and providing for appointing a receiver with 
certain powers, duties, and liability. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. NEW SECTION. 657 A.1 DEFINITIONS. 
As used in this chapter, unless context requires otherwise: 
1. "Abandoned" or "abandonment" means that a building has remained vacant and has been 

in violation of the housing code of the city in which the property is located for a period of six 
consecutive months. 


