CH.221 LAWS OF THE SEVENTY-FIRST G.A., 1985 SESSION 462

CHAPTER 221

SCHOOL REORGANIZATION
S.F. 398

AN ACT relating to school reorganization.
Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. Section 275.14, Code 1985, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered
paragraph:

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Objection forms shall be prescribed by the depart-
ment of public instruction and may be obtained from the area education agency
administrator. Objection forms that request that property be removed from a proposed
district shall include the correct legal description of the property to be removed.

Sec. 2. Section 275.15, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows:

275.15 HEARING — DECISION — PUBLICATION OF ORDER — APPEAL.

At the hearing, which shall be held within ten days of the final date set for filing objections,
interested parties, both petitioners and objectors, may present evidence and arguments, and
the area education agency board shall review the matter on its merits and within five ten days
after the conclusion of any hearing, shall rule on the objections and shall enter an order fixing
stueh the boundaries for the proposed school corporation as will in its judgment be for the best
interests of all parties concerned, having due regard for the welfare of adjoining districts or
dismiss the petition.

erty owners who reside on property adjaeent to the propesed boundary lines.

If the petition is not dismissed and the board determines that additional information is re-
quired in order to fix boundary lines of the proposed school corporation, the board may con-
tinue the hearing for no more than thirty days. The date of the continued hearing shall be an-

nounced at the original meeting. Additional objections in the form required in section 275.14

@E@ géhsidg‘gg if filed with the administra@g within five days after the date of the original
board hearing. If the hearing is continued, the area education agency administrator may con-

duct one or more meetings with the boards of directors of the affected districts. Notice of any

such meeting must be given at least forty-eight hours in advance by the area education agency
administrator in the manner provided in section 21.4. The area education agency board may

sion on the boundary lines within ten days following the conclusion of the continued hearing.

- PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The ageney administrator shall at once publish this erder the
decision in the same newspaper in which the original notice was published. Within twenty
days after the publication thereef, the decision rendered by the area education agency board
may be appealed to the district court in the county involved by any school district

affected. For purposes of appeal, only those school districts who filed reorganization petitions
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are school districts affected. An appeal from a decision of an area education agency board or
joint area education agency boards under section 275.4, 275.16, or this section is subject to
appeal procedures under this chapter and is not subject to appeal under chapter 290.

Sec.3. Section 275.16, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows:

If the territory described in the petition for the proposed corporation lies in more than one
area education agency, the agency administrator with whom the petition is filed shall fix the
time and place for a hearing and call a joint meeting of the members of all the agency boards in
which any territory of the proposed school corporation lies, to act as a single board for the
hearing of the objections, and a majority of members of each of the agency boards of the dif-
ferent agencies in which any part of the proposed corporation lies, constitutes a quorum. The
president of the board of directors of the area education agency in which the petition has been
filed, or a member of the board designated by the president, shall preside at the joint
meeting. The joint boards acting as a single board shall determine whether the petition con-
forms to plans or, if the petition requests a change in plans, whether a change should be made,
and may change the plans of any or all the area education agency boards affected by the peti-
tion; and it. The joint board shall determine and fix boundaries for the proposed corporation
as provided in section 275.15 or dismiss the petition. The joint board may continue the hear-
ing as provided in section 275.15.

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. Votes of each member of an area education agency board in at-

tendance shall be weighted so that the total number of votes eligible to be cast by members of
each board in attendance shall be equal. However, if the joint boards cast a tie vote and are

must be taken under section 275.15 shall be extended from five days to fifteen days after the
conclusion of the hearing under section 275.15, and the joint board shall reconvene not less
than ten and not more than fifteen days after the conclusion of the hearing. At the hearing the
granting the petition and changing the plans of any and all of the agency boards affected by
the petition and fixing the boundaries for the proposed school corporation. The agency ad-
ministrator shall at once publish the decision in the same newspaper in which the original
notice was published.

Sec. 4. Section 275.18, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows:

275.18 SPECIAL ELECTION CALLED — TIME.

When the boundaries of the territory to be included in a proposed school corporation and
the number and method of the election of the school directors of the proposed school corpora-
tion have been determined as provided in this chapter, the area education agency ad-
ministrator with whom the petition is filed shall give written notice of the proposed date of the
election to the county commissioner of elections of the cournty in the proposed school corpora-
tion which has the greatest taxable base. The proposed date shall be as soon as possible pur-
suant to sections 39.2, subsections 1 and 2, and 47.6, subsections 1 and 2, but not later than
November 30 of the calendar year prior to the calendar year in which the reorganization will
take effect.

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The county commissioner of elections shall give notice of the
election by one publication in the same newspaper in which previous notices have been
published regarding the proposed school reorganization, and in addition, if more than one
county is involved, by one publication in a legal newspaper in each county other than that of
the first publication. The publication shall be not less than four nor more than twenty days
prior to the election. If the decision published pursuant to section 275.15 or 275.16 includes a
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any, the notice for election and the ballot do not need to include these descriptions. Notice for
an election shall not be published until the expiration of time for appeal, which shall be the
same as that provided in section 275.15 or 275.16, whichever is applicable; and if there is an ap-
peal, not until the appeal has been disposed of.

Sec. 5. Section 275.25, Code 1985, is amended by adding the following new subsection:

superintendent and an acting board secretary. The appointment of the acting superintendent
shall not be subject to the continuing contract provision of sections 279.20, 279.23, and 279.24.

Sec. 6. Section 275.29, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows:

275.29 DIVISION OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AFTER REORGANIZATION.

Between July 1 and July 20, the board of directors of the newly formed eemmunity school
district shall meet with the boards of all the old districts, or parts of districts, affected by the
organization of the new school corporation for the purpose of reaching joint agreement on an
equitable division of the assets of the several school corporations or parts of school corpora-
tions and an equitable distribution of the liabilities of the affected corporations or parts of cor-
porations. In addition, if outstanding bonds are in existence in any district, the boards shall
meet together prior to March 15 prior to the school year the reorganization is effective to

determine the distribution of the bonded indebtedness between the districts so that the newly

formed district may certify its budget under the procedures specified in chapter 24. The
boards shall consider the mandatory levy required in section 76.2 and shall assure the satisfac-

tion of outstanding obligations of each affected school corporation.

Sec. 7. Section 275.31, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows:
275.831 TAXES TO EFFECT EQUALIZATION.

quired in section 76.2 or other liabilities of the districts, upon the property of any a corporation
or part of a corporation and for the distribution of the same tax revenues so as to effect sueh
equalization. When the board or boards are considering the equalization levy, the division and

tion.

Sec. 8. Section 275.33, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows:

275.33 CONTRACTS NOT AFFECTED.

1. The terms of employment of superintendents, principals, and teachers, for the school
year following the effective date of the formation of the new district shall not be affected by
the formation of the new district, except in accordance with the provisions of sections 279.15 to
279.18 and 279.24 and the authority and responsibility to offer new contracts or to continue,
modify, or terminate existing contracts pursuant to sections 275.12, 275.13, 275.15 to 275.21,
275.23, and 275.24 for the school year beginning with the effective date of the reorganization

shall be transferred from the boards of the existing districts to the board of the new district on

2. The collective bargaining agreement of the district with the largest basic enroliment, as
defined in section 442.4, in the new district shall eentinue in full foree and effeet until a sue-
eessor agreement is negotiated serve as the base agreement and the employees of the other
districts involved in the formation of the new district shall automatically be accreted to the
bargaining unit of that collective bargaining agreement for purposes of negotiating the con-
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board. If only one collective bargaining agreement is in effect among the districts which are
party to the reorganization, then that agreement shall eentinue in full foree and effeet until a
sueeessor agreement is negetiated serve as the base agreement, and the employees of the
other districts involved in the formation of the new district shall automatically be accreted to
the bargaining unit of that collective bargaining agreement for purposes of negotiating the
contract for the following year without further action by the public employment relations
board. The board of the newly formed district, using the base agreement as its existing con-
tract, shall bargain with the combined employees of the existing districts for the school year
beginning with the effective date of the reorganization. The bargaining shall be completed by
March 15 prior to the school year in which the reorganization becomes effective or within one

tinuation, modification, or termination of existing contracts as provided in subsection 1 of this
section.
Sec. 9. Section 275.41, Code 1985, is amended by adding the following new subsection:

superintendent and an acting board secretary. The appointment of the acting superintendent
shall not be subject to the continuing contract provision of sections 279.20, 279.23, and 279.24.

Approved May 29, 1985

CHAPTER 222
ABANDONED PROPERTY
HUF. 696

AN ACT relating to abandoned property, by providing for a civil action, providing for the
issuance of injunctions and other orders, and providing for appointing a receiver with
certain powers, duties, and liability.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Towa:

Section 1. NEW SECTION. 657A.1 DEFINITIONS.

As used in this chapter, unless context requires otherwise:

1. “Abandoned” or “abandonment” means that a building has remained vacant and has been
in violation of the housing code of the city in which the property is located for a period of six
consecutive months.



