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CHAPTER 24 
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN NEEDING SPECIAL EDUCATION 

S.F. 215 

CH.24 

AN ACT requiring a free and appropriate public education for children requiring special 
education. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 281.2, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1985, is amended to read as 
follows: 

It is the policy of this state to pPevide &ad t& require school districts t& make pPevisieB, as aft 

iBtegPal paPt ef publie ed1:1eatieB, feF- special ed1:1eatieB eppePtl:lBities s1:1ffieieBt t& meet the 
Reeds &ad maximize the eapabilities ef !!_!!_<! ~t_ate Ql!_~rated educatiQ_nal programs ~provide Q!. 
lllak~ ~r_Q_visio_J!.! 11.~ an i!ltegral PI!.!~ ~f ~ubli(! ~duc~~:_tion, for 11. fre~ 11,11d II.PP!21!_ria~ public ~duca­
~-~11 ~uffi(!j~f!t t_~ Il!El.El_t_ !)1_~ 11eed~ ~ 11.!1. children requiring special education. This chapter is not 
to be construed as encouraging separate facilities or segregated programs designed to meet 
the needs of children requiring special education when S1:leh !he children can benefit from all or 
part of the education program as offered by the local school district. To the maximum extent 
possible, children requiring special education shall attend regular classes and shall be 
educated with children who do not require special education. Whenever possible, hindrances 
to learning and to the normal functioning of children requiring special education within the 
regular school environment shall be overcome by the provision of special aids and services 
rather than by separate programs for those in need of special education. Special classes, 
separate schooling or other removal of children requiring special education from the regular 
educational environment, shall occur only when, and to the extent that the nature or severity 
of the educational handicap is such that education in regular classes, even with the use of sup­
plementary aids and services, cannot be accomplished satisfactorily. For those children who 
cannot adapt to the regular educational or home living conditions, and who are attending 
facilities under chapters 263, 269 and 270, upon the request of the board of directors of an area 
education agency, the department of human services shall provide residential or detention 
facilities and the area education agency shall provide special education programs and 
services. The area education agencies shall co-operate with the board of regents to provide 
the services required by this Act. 
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