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5. Real estate which is the consumer's principal dwelling shall not be subject to foreclosure 
when the balance secured is $2000 or less. 

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 654.12A PRIORITY OF ADVANCES UNDER MORTGAGES. 
Subject to section 572.18, if a prior recorded mortgage contains the notice prescribed in this 
section and identifies the maximum credit available to the borrower, then loans and advances 
made under the mortgage, up to the maximum amount of credit together with interest 
thereon, are senior to indebtedness to other creditors under subsequently recorded mort­
gages and other subsequently recorded or filed liens even though the holder of the prior 
recorded mortgage has actual notice of indebtedness under a subsequently recorded mortgage 
or other subsequently recorded or filed lien. The notice prescribed by this section for the 
prior recorded mortgage is as follows: 

NOTICE: This mortgage secures credit in the amount of 
$ . Loans and advances up to this 
amount, together with interest, are senior to indebtedness to 
other creditors under subsequently recorded or filed mortgages 
and liens. 

However, the priority of a prior recorded mortgage under this section does not apply to loans 
or advances made after receipt of notice of foreclosure or action to enforce a subsequently 
recorded mortgage or other subsequently recorded or filed lien. 

Approved May 14, 1984 

CHAPTER 1273 
MORA TORIUM ON UTILITY DISCONNECTIONS 

H.F.2062 

AN ACT providing for a moratorium on certain disconnections of gas and electricity by 
regulated public utilities from November 1 to April 1 for certain residents and making civil 
penalties applicable. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly 0/ the State 0/ Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 476.20, subsections 2 and 3, Code Supplement 1983, are amended to read 
as follows: 

2. The commerce commission shall establish rules requiring a regulated public utility fur­
nishing gas or electricity to include in the utility's notice of pending disconnection of service a 
written statement advising the customer that the customer may be eligible to participate in 
the low income home energy assistance program or weatherization assistance program ad­
ministered by the energy policy council. The written statement shall list the address and 
telephone number of the local agency which ~ administering the customer's low income home 
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energy assistance program and the weatherization assistance program. The written state­
ment shall also state that the customer is advised to contact the public utility to settle any of 
the customer's complaints with the public utility, but if a complaint is not settled to the 
customer's satisfaction, the customer may file the complaint with the commerce 
commission. The written statement shall include the address and phone number of the com­
merce commission. !! the notice of pending disconnection of service applies to !! residence, the 
written statement shall advise that the disconnection does not ~ from November! 
through April ! for !! resident who ~ !! "head of household", as defined ~ law, and who has 
been certified to the public utility ~ the local agency which ~ administering the low income 
home energy assistance program and weatherization assistance program as being eligible for 
either the low income home energy assistance program or weatherization assistance program, 
and that !! such !! resident resides within the serviced residence, the customer should 
promptly have the qualifying resident notify the local agency which ~ administering the low 
income home energy assistance program and weatherization assistance program. The com­
merce commission shall establish rules requiring that the written notice contain sueh addi­
tional information as it deems necessary and appropriate. 

3. The commerce commission shall establish rules which shall be uniform with respect to all 
public utilities furnishing gas or electricity relating to disconnection of service. This subsec­
tion applies both to regulated utilities and to municipally-owned utilities and unincorporated 
villages which own their own distribution systems, and violations of this subsection subject 
the utilities to civil penalties under section 476.51, Code Supplement 1983. 

A qualified applicant for the low income home energy assistance program or the weatheriza­
tion assistance program who ~ also !! "head of household", as defined in section 422.4, subsec­
tion 11, shall be promptly certified ~ the local agency administering the applicant's program 
to the applicant's public utility that the resident ~!! "head of household" as defined !!! section 
422.4, subsection !h and ~ qualified for the low income home energy assistance program or 
weatherization assistance program. Notwithstanding subsection h!! public utility furnishing 
~ or electricity shall not disconnect service from November 1 through April! to!! residence 
which has !! resident that has been certified under this paragraph. 

Approved May 14, 1984 


