
LA.1\-S 0]1' IOWA. 

CHAPTER 99. 

I •• Ui'n (;KA .. 'I"T 'f(. THE DEli It:IJl~ES LU.LIH K. K. 

!!1 .lOT dlopoolng or tile G ..... t or Land .. de b, an Art or Oon".., .. granting land to 
!he Terr\toJ', or Iowa to aid In tbe Impreve_n& or tbe Navigation or the Des ""nPR 
liTe!". 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the (Jeneral.A.88emhly of 
1M State of jouJa, That all the lands granted to the then 

196 

Territory of' Iowa by an Act of Oongress, appro"\"en An- ~:Olnel~,: 
gust eighth, eighteen hundred and forty-s~x, entitled an the ral~oad. 
act granting lands to the Territory of Iowa, to aid in the 
improvement of the Navigation of the Des Moines Riv-
er in said Territory, and all lanlls and compensation 
which may be given in extension or in lien of any por-
tion thereof by the General Government, and also all 
stone, timber and other material turned over to the State 
by the Des Moines Navigation and Rail Road Oompa-
ny in settlement with the State of Iowa, be and the same 
are hereby disposed of and granted to the Keokuk, Fort 
Des Moines and Minnesota Rail Road Oompany, a body 
corporate created and existing under the laws of tLe 
State of Iowa, to aid in the construction of' a Railroad 
from the city of Keokuk, at the mouth of the Des Moines 
River, up and along the valley of said rh'er Ly way ot' 
the city of Des Moines, to the northern lineot the State, 
in the direction of the southern bend of the Minnesota. 
or St. Peters river, excepting all the lands belonging to 
said grant heretofore sold by the State of Iowa, or which ~daOoof.ay .... 

wOD ........ 

may hereafter be conveyell to the Des Moines Naviga· ted. 

tion and Railroad Oompany by virtue of a settlement 
now pending between the State and said company, and 
also so much of the said tilnber, stone and other mate-
rial as may be nsed in the completion of the Locks and 
Dams at Oroton, Plymouth, Bentonsport and Keosau
qua, tIllS grant to become operative so soon as Oongress 
shall assent to or permit a diversion or the title thereto 
shall become vested in the State so as to he subject to 
grant. 

SEC. 2. That the Keokuk, Fort Des Moines and 
Minnesota Rail Road Oompany, shall pay all liabilities 

Digitized by Google 



188 LAWS OF IOWA. 

Ball JI.o&cl c':: against said Des Moines Rh'er Improvement, and 
pulJ '" pay • th S I . f'd • bUIll .. of Im- agamst e tate of owa growmg out 0 sal lmRrove-
proTement Co., ' c 
all4 oftbt I.!tAtt. ment whether by contracts between the State and other 

parties or between the Des Moines Navigation and Rail 
Road Company and other parties or between any par
ties whatever which have been assumed by the State in 
consequence of the proposed settlement with the Des 
Moines Navig~tion and Railroad Company, as cOLtain
ed in the joint reaolution passed at the present session 

. of the General Assembly; and said company shall also 
complete the Locks and Dams at Croton, Plymouth, 

Co. complete. Bentonsport and Keosauqua, and fifty thousand acres of 
loek. and dam •• the lands which may hCl'catter be certified by the Gen-

eral Government to the State of Iowa shall be set apart 
by the Register of the State Land office, which said lands 
shall be held tor the purpose of seeuring the payment of 
said liabilities and the completion of said Lock and Dams, 
and that whenever said company shall pay thirty thou
sand dollars of said liabilities properly audited and al
lowed by the Register of the State Land office, or 8b.all 
do thirty thousand dollars worth of work on said Locks 

UablUllea paid and Dams to be certified and allml'"ed by an engineer to lecures land. 
be appointed by the Governorto superintend saiel ·works, 
that then the Register of the State Land office shall is
sue to said company a certificate for tcn thousand acres 
of said lands, so sct apart for every thirty thousand dol
lars so paid or expended until said liabilities are paid, 
and said Locks and Dams are completed and if any of 
said fifty thousand acres of land shall remain after 
the payment of said liabilitics and tho ('ompletion of 
said Locks and dams, it shall be certifieu to said Rail 
Roau Oompany in the same manner pl'ovided ill this 
act, Provided, That if the proceeds oftlle said fifty thou
sand acres of land shall at any time be found insufficient. 
to discharge existing contracts for constrncting or repair-

pu.te preeer\·.01 . 
harml.... ing the works at Kcosauqua, Bentonsport, Plymouth 

an8 Croton and in all respects preserve the State harm
less on account of any liabilities now existing against 
the State, or that has been assumed by the proposed 
settlement with the Des Moines NaviKation and Rail 
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Road Oompany, or arising in any manner from the past 
improvelLent of the Des Moines River, or the paymen t 
of the officers or agents employed in and about said im
provement, th~n the said Keokllk, :Fort Des Moines aud 
Minnesota Railroad Oompany shall be liable to pay tho 
State the amount of snch deficiency. 

SEO. 3. Wheneyer the President and Ohief Engin-
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eer of said Railroad Company shall certi(y under oath to l:'n~~: f:: 
the Register of the State Land Office that twenty mile s 20 miles of rold 

of said Railroad in a continuous line from the towRofBen-
tonsport up the valley of the Des Moines River have 
been completed and the cars running thereon, the Reg-
ister shall issue to said company a certificate for one 
hundred and twenty sectiolls of'land, to be taken as 
nearly as practicable in a body from the remaining lands 
nearest to the completed part of said Railroad, and the 
Governor shall upon presentation ot' said certificate is-
Bue to said company a patent for said lands and 110 from 
time to time as twenty miles are completed until three 
fourths of said lands are exhausted, Pr()'l)ided, that the 
lands hereby grauted and so certified to said company LanduppUecI to 
ball b I · I 1· d· d· h rill rold 01llJ'. B e exc US1ve y app 1e m exten mg t e construc-

tion of said Railroad in a continuous liue above Beu
tonsport, and shall be applied to no other purpose what-
ever; and, provided also, that one fourth in quantity OfO';:.f;'-:'::O" 
aaid land shall be applied by said company in the con-
struction of said road above the city of Des Moines; the 
said one fourth to be certified in manner as herein 
provided from the completion of each twenty miles from 
the city of Des Moiues up the Valley of the Des Moines 
River. 

Sao. 4:. The grant aforesaid is made to said compa-
By upon the express conelition that in case such Railroad ~-:-=~:; 
Company shall fail to have completed and equipped sev-
enty-five m1les of road up the Valley ofthe Des Moines 
River, from the town of Bentonsport within three years 
from the first day of December next, thirty-three miles 
. add·· , h h ft fi fi d Wholel1ae e_-111 Itlon m eae year t erea er or ve years, an ple\ecl 1»7 1811. 

the remllinder of the whole line in three years thereaf-
ier or Oil the first day of December, eighteenobM~o8le 

" 
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and sixty-eight, then in that case it shall be competent 
for the State of Iowa to reserve all rights to the lands 
hereby granted, then remaining uncertitied to said com
pany so tailing to ha\'e the length of' road completed in 
manner as aforef'aid. 

SEO. 5. That this grant is subject to all the pro\"is
~ ~JI:r::ions ot an act of the General.Assembly ot the State of 
;:'::~I-;': Iowa, approved July fonrteenth, eighteen hundred and 

fitty six, entitled an act to accept the grant and carry 
into execution the trust conferred npoll the State of 
low \ by an act of Congress entitled an act making a 
grant of lands to the State of Io\va in alternate sections 
to aid in the construction of railroads in said State ap
proved M.ay 15th 1856, so tar as the same are applica
ble and not inconsistl'nt with the foregoing provisions 
ot this act. 

'lillie etrec\. 
SEC. 6. This act to take eft'cct and be in force im

mediately after the publication thereof in the Iowa 
Weekly Citizen and Iowa State Journal, newspapt'rs 
puhlished at Des Moines, Iowa. 

Approved M.arch 22d, 1~58. 

I hereby certify that tb_ forellOlDJt act "-as publliobed In the Iowa Weekly Clllz,,", 02 

the 7th day of AprU, 16:1~. and In ,be Iowa !!Ialc Journal on the 3d day of April, 1~. 

CHAPTER IOU. 

ELIJAH SBLLS, 
tle,"retary .f l'late. 

SWAMP J • .\NU PRE-EllPTIONS. 

AN ACT for Ihe relief of 811"81nl' I.lnd Pre-emplo .... 

SECTION 1. Be it enact.lfl by the General A88emhlyof 
the Stat6 of Iowa-, That in all cases where any perRon 

p;:-r=: ~~, had acquired a bona-fide pre.emption claim to any 
fGmIMd. Swamp Land of this Statt', under the laws heretofore in 

force, and who was, in good faith residing on the same 
on the fifth day of September, 1857, sueh person shall 
not be held to have forfeited the same i~ (.'Ons~qU8Dce 
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