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CHAPTER 134,. 

INSANE ASYLUM.. 

AN ACT to .uliah a State Insane Asylum • 

• 
SBCl'IOlf 1. Be it ~ 6y the GeTUTal Assembly oj fA,e c . . 

0DlD11SS1uU-
&ate oj ItnDa, That the Governor of the State, Edwarc1John- era. 

BOn, of Lee county, and Charles S. Clark, of Henry county, . 
are herey appointed a board of Commissioners, of whom the • 
Governor shall be chairman, to locate and superinten4 the Locate. 
erection of a building, to be used as an asylum for the In-
sane of the State of Iowa, at or near: Mount Pleasant, in Build. 

Henry county. 
§ 2. The board must not locate said Asylum on less than Site. 

a quarter section of land. Land. 

i 3. When they have fixed upon the site, and made a 
purchase ot the land on which they locate said InstitutlOn, Deed~ 
they shall take a deed of conveyance thereof, to the State of 
lowa, and draw a warrant on the State TreMurer for the Par .. 

a.mo~nt of the purchase money. 
§ 4. The board are hereby authorized to visit the Illinois .Board vi. it. 

State Asylum, and any other which they deem it necessary 
to visit, before determining upon a plan of the building; 
they are further a~thorized to employ an Architect, to draft Architect. 

the plan on which they determine, and other plans after- PJau •. ' 

wards, if they 80 determine, and to pay for the same by their 
dralt on the State Treasurer. 

§ o. After deciding on a plan,' and the location, the board Advertise 11 
are authorized to advertise for contracts for the erection OfCODtractF. or 
the edifice, which may be of brick, stone, or both, as .the 
board may determine. And on their determining on the 
acceptance of any contract for the building, they shall 
bind the contractor in suoh manner as they deem necessary. 

§ 6. The cost of the building contemplated by this act, Coat o,"tIae 
shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars; but it is advised building 

that the plan determined on by the board should be one thai 
may admit of fll~ enlargement . 
. t 7. All warrants drawq. on the Treasurer of State by the Fund.: 

board hereby constituted, are to be paid by him out of any . 
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fund Ipec!ally set apart for this purpOle; after the lame is 
exhausted, out of the General Treasury of the State. 

18. And be it/urtA". enacted, That tJte board, in entering 
into a contract for a site for the location of said Asylum, 
and for the erection of the edifice, shall have reference to 
the means of payment therefor from the fund aforesaid, 
either already in the hands, or due to the Treasurer of State, 
from the lands aforesaid. But they are hereby authorized 

Preliminary to make preliminary examinations, to examine neighboring 
examination' 

institutions of similar character, and to procure arehitectur-
al plans, without reference thereto, and to draw their war
rant on the Treasury therefor. 

Temporary re ' 9. Until said Asylum is erected and finished, the board 
lief. hereby constituted are authorized to make such temporary 

arrangements for the amelioration of the condition of the 
Insane of the State, as to them may seem necesary and pru
dent, and they may draw their warrant on the Treasurer for 
all necessary expenses of said arrangements; which warrant 
shall be audited by the Auditor of State, and paid by the 
treasurer of the State out of any moneys not otherwise appro
priated. And said board are further authorize", in ease the 
edifice hereby contemplated is finished before the next 

Admision. meeting of the Legislature, to make such arra~gements for 
the admission of Patients therein, and for the government 
thereof, as to them may seem necessary. 

Compelllaiion § 10. The board hereby constituted, shall receive their 
necessary expenses, and two dollars per day, while actually 
employed, for their services. 

Report. 
§ ·1 1". It shall be the duty of said board to report their * 

proceedings to the next session of the General Assembly. 
ApPllOVED January 24T 1855. 

The above Act WII,II published by direction of the Govemor. in the low. 
Capital Reporter the 6th of March. and Iowa Republiean, 28th Febnwy. 
1855. 

GEO. W. Mc:CLEARY, S~tuy of State. 
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