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number twenty, in the same township and range; and whereas the said 
Robert Cummings, at the time of his death was an alien, and a subject of the 
kingdom of Great Britain, and died leaving a widow, Isabella Cummings, 
and no heirs of his body; and whereas, by the constitution and laws of this 
state, said real estate escheats to the school fund of this state to the in
jury of the said Isabella Cummings-therefore, 

Be it etwcted b-y the General Assembly of the State' of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. Title of state relinquished. That all the right, title, interest, 
claim and demand of the state, or of the superintendent of public instruction, 
or of the school fund of the state, in and to the said real estate, be forever 
released, and conveyed to said Isabella Cummings, widow of the said Robert 
Cummings, and to her heirs, as aforesaid. 

Atad be " furthe,. eftocted, 

Limitations. That the right of title hereby relinquished to said widow, 
shall not, in any way or manner enure to or vest in any prior purchaser, 
their heirs and assigns, by any contract made with said widow prior to the 
taking effect of this act;. nor shall the same enure to any purchaser, their 
heirs or assigns, under any executor or administrator's sale, nor under any 
judicial sale, made prior to the taking effect of this act; but the title hereby 
relinquished shall vest in said widow, for her sole and separate use, unin
~bered or affected by any incumbrance or lien prior to the taking effect 
of this act. 

Approved, January 22d, 1853. 

CHAPTER 52. 

WEBSTER COUNTY. 

AN ACT to create the county of Webster. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. Oounties united-name. That the counties of Yell and Ria
ley~ be and the [88] same are hereby united into one county, to be called 

. "Webster." 
SEC. 2. Take effect. This act to take effect from and after its pUhlicatioll 

in the Iowa Star; provided the state shall incur no expense for such publi
cation. 

Approved, January 22d, 1854. 

CHAPTER 53. 

DECATUR COllNTY. 

AN ACT to locate the seat of justire or Decatur county. 

Be it ellacted by tlle Gel/cral Assembly of 'br. Stafr. of IOlI'a: 

RECTION 1. Vote to decid~time of election-points-centre-majority
second vote-time-perm&nent seat of justice-deed. That the lrgal ,"otrrs of 
Decatur county, may vote on the first Monday of April nrxt, for the following 
points, to-wit j for either of the situations where locations have been selected, 
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Ul1<1 at the centre, or allY other point the people may select within three 
mile!:! of thl' g"l'ographicul cellt!"!"! of said COlUlty j and if upon canvassing the 
votes. it is aHcertaiIH'd that allY OllC point has reccivE'd a majority of all 
the votes cast, then that shall be and reJDain the perDlanellt seat of justice 
of said county of Decatur; but if no one point shall receive such majority, 
thell the legal voters of saId county may vote on the first :Monday in May 
tht-I"PuH,']". fOl" thl" two POillts which rcepive tlw highest numbE'r of votes 
at the ..April election; and also for such point. if thel'e be any, that shall have 
r"t-pin u lik,· numb"I' of Yot,'s with l'ithcl" of the two highest aforesaid, and 
th\' point 1'1 (,t'iving thl' high\'st. llumhl'r of \'ott·s, shall Iw and remain thl.' per
lIlalll'lIt :<I'ut oj' jllstic'e of t!,\, county of 1 il'c'atur; }Il'oyitll'd, that the owner 01' 

(l1\"1H'I':< of SIIl'h 10\\"11 i.l·i,nild. SllHli willtiu t,'u days ait,'l' the result of said elec
tion has h"\'11 dl·chn'l'd. III a I,,· untI l'xI'cute to the county judge of said count~·, 
(,1' the aut.horitil's that he. a good nnd sutlicient deed for forty acres of land 
in said town. 01' at suit! point, for till' use and 8('('olllnlodation of the pub
lic buihlings of said connt~-, 

I ~!Il ~El:. :~. Conduction of election-repeal-take effect, Said d(,(,tion ~h3Jl 
he conducted as OtIll'!' eIt'dions uuder 1 he laws of this state. All acts or parts 
of acts, coming in I'olltlict with this act, be, and. the same are hereby. re
pealed, 'fhis act to talte effect from and after its publication in the ·'\'al· 
ley Whig," and • 'Keokuk Dispatch," 

.Appl'oYeo. January ~~d. 18;)3. 

I htT(,j,y C'''rtify. that th(' forf.'~ojng nC't was published in the Keokuk Dispatch. 
I<'pbruary :-'Ih. aud Ynll('y Whig, FE'bruary 10, 1853. 

GEO. W. lIcCLEARY. 
S!'Crf.'tary of State. 

('!L\PTER 54. 

DlJDl'Q{lF.:, 

A:\, ACT to amend "an net, to incorporat.~ and establish the city of Dubuque," 

It( it tl/llel( Ii by fI/(: (i( 1/( /"(I[ .1.~.~('1II!.1!I of lilt SI'"e 0/ Iowa: 

SECTION 1. Boundaries. That. the houndaries of the city of Dubuque shall 
hereafter be as follows: b('gil~ning at a point in the middle of the main chan
nel of thE' )Iississippi ri\','l'. in the south line eontinued of s('ction thirty-one. 
l\l\\"IIShiJll'ig'ht~--lIilll', lIol'llt of !':1JIg'1' tltl·VI'. pnst; /:11'11<'(' wClIl, and (lIl th: liouth 
line of said section. alit I oj' Sl',·~ iOIl~ t I.il'! "-six aud tilirt v-the. in till' ~IIU\!' 
f OWJlship, in range two ea!':1. to til(' Wl· .... t lin~ of said se('tio~ thirty-fi\"('; thence 
1I0rth. on the west lin!' of !o.('c,tioll t hirty-fivl'. twenty-six, twenty-three. and 
:'Olll't"t'lI, to the north line of SI'l'l iOIl fOlll'tt'l'll; thence east, on the north line 
of s('ctions fOl1l'te(,I1 and thil't(,C'Il. to tlll' range line lwtwcen ranges two and 
thl'I'C'. east; th('nce north alollg th(' ~lllllC'. to the north line of section se\,I.'G 
,11' same township, in rnIlg"(' t hr .. p. past; 1 hence east, along the north of saill 
·,('('tion senn, and on th .. sam(' COlltilll1l'tl to the middle of the main chan-
11E'1 of thp )Tissis"ippi riY('l': 1I1'f'1l(,(' down sairl riY('r with the middle of said 
.. hlUm,·]' 10 tht' pla( I' of lwgilllling-. . 

HEC, 2. Wards--elect·ions--two aldermen-Iot--term-ftve wards--alder
men. That the ('il:' ('mull-il of Ih(' (·it~· of Dl1hnqut' shall divide the terri
lOry hprl'h:' h)'Oll; . .dlt illl0 fo'aid (·it~-. into two [!lfl! ('Ip('fion districts, and shall 
]11'0\ idl' 1'01' hl)ldillg' :1lI t'lC'C'tion thl'l'pill. ill \'al'lI or whit:h l'hall lw elC'c·tt'd in thl' 
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