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CHAPTER 80. 

AN ACT to Incorporate the town of Nashville, in the county of Lee. 

Be it ellacted by the Council and House of Representatives of the Ten-itory 
01 Iowa: 

SECTION 1. Limits of Nashville-name. That all that part or tract of land 
in the county of Lee, known as fractional section nineteen of township sixty
six north, of range four west, of the fifth principal meridian, together with 
any additions that may hereafter be made thereunto, agreeable to the laws of 
this territory, from the adjoining township of sixty-six north, of range five west, 
not exceeding one and a half miles square, be and the same is hereby consti
tuted a town corporate, and shall be known by the name or title of "The 
town of Nashville." 

SEC. 2. Meeting of citiMns-ofllcers to be elected-ofllcers to reside in 
town, etc.-proviso. That the eitizens of said town may meet at any time after 
the first day of ::\Iarch next, at some convenient place therein, by having pub
lic notice of the time and place posted up in three of the most public plaees in 
said town, at least ten days prior to such meeting, signcd by twelve of the 
electors of said town; and on die acceptance or adoption of this charter by a 
majority of three-fifths of the qualified electors present, may proceed to elect, 
by plurality of votes, a president, recorder, and three trustees, having the 
qualifications of electors, and who shall be actual residents of said town, who 
shall hold their offic('s one year or until their successors are elected and quali
fied: provided, that a failure to meet or adopt this [89] charter on such day, 
shall not forfeit it; but the citizens may meet at any subsequent time for that 
purpose within two years from the passage of this act, b~' having due notice 
given thereof. 

SEC. 3. Qualiilcation of electors-mode of condubting elections, etc.-open
ing of polls-clerk to make record, etc.-persons elected to take oath, etc. 
That all free white male inhabitants of said town, of the age of tw('nty-one 
~'ears, who shall be at the time permanent or actual residents therein. may 
vote at all corporation electioos of said town; and at the first election held 
under this act there shall be ehosen by the electors present two judges and a 
clerk, who shall each take an oath or affirmation faithfully to discharge the 
duties required of them by this act.; and at all subsequent elections tIl(' presi
dent and trustees, or any two of them, shall be the judges of the election; 
and the recorder (Qr in case of his absence some competent person appointed 
pro tempore,) shall sit as clerk; and at all sueh elections (after the first) the 
polls shall be opened at one, and elosed by four 0 'clock, p. m.; and at the 
close of the polls the votes shall be immediately eonnted, and a statement 
thereof proclaimed to the electors present, and a record then'of made by the 
cle'rk, who shall without delay notify the persons elerted of their election; 
and every person so elected, before entering on the duti('s of his office. shall 
take and subscribe an oath or affirmation to support the constitution of th(' 
United States and the organic law of this territory, (or constitution of this 
state,) and an oath of offiee, a certificate of which shall be filed with the 
recorder. 

SEC. 4. Duty of president-duty of recorder-may appoint deputy. That 
it shall be the duty of the president, or in his absenre one of the trustees, to 
preside at all meetings of the town council; and the r('('order !!hall fllithfl1lh' 
record the by-laws ordained by the council and all the proeeedings thereof; 
and he may appoint, under his hand and seal, som(' competent person to act 
as his deputy in his absence, and for whose acts he shall be h('ld respon!!ihle. 

SEC. 5. Town councU-name-general powers of corporations-of suits 
against corporation. That the pre!!ident, record('r and trnst('es, shall constitute 
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the town council, and shall be a body politic and corporate, with perpetual 
succession, to be known by the name or title of the" town of Nashville;" and 
shall be capable in law to' acquire property, real and personal, for the benefit 
of the corpO'ration, and sell and cO'nvey the same; may have a common seal, 
may sue and be sued, may plead and be impleaded in any court having com
petent jurisdictiO'n; and in all suits brought against the corporatiO'n the first 
process shall be by summons, an attested copy of which shall be left with 
the recorder at least ten days before the return day thereof. 

SEC. 6. Authority to appoint additional oftlcen-oath required--compensa
tion-by-laws, etc.-repeaJ.-penalty for violation of by-laws-notice to be 
given of laws, etc.-proviso. The president, recorder and trustees, or a ma
jO'rity of them, (of whO'm the president or recO'rder shall always be one,) shall 
have power to appoint O'r provide for the election O'f an assessor, treasurer, 
and a town marshal, and also to appoint such O'ther subO'rdinate O'fficers as 
they may think necessary fO'r the gO'O'd O'rder O'f said tO'wn, to' define their duties, 
and may remove them at pleasure, and require them to give such security as 
they may deem sufficient, and to take an oath faithfully to' discharge the duties 
of their apPO'intment, and establish a reasO'nable compensatiO'n fO'r their serv
ices; and shall also have PO'wer to ordain and publish such by-laws as they may 
think necessary fO'r the good order and gO'vern-[90]-ment of said town, and fO'r 
the promO'tiO'n O'f morality, and for the health, interest and convenience of the 
inhabitants thereO'f; may alter and repeal the same at pleasure, and affix such 
reasonable penalty for the violation of them, not exceeding twenty dollars 
for anyone offense. as they may deem necessary, to be collected, with CO'sts, 
by an action of debt in the name O'f the cO'rporatiO'n, and may provide fO'r 
the disPO'sal O'f the same; but no such law shall be in force till the same has 
been publlshed ten days in some newspaper' in the cO'unty, O'r by PO'sting up 
written notices in three of the mO'st public places in said to'wn: provided, that 
nO'thing in this sectiO'n shall be cO'nstrued to' authorize the passing O'r enfO'rcing 
any law incompatible with the constitution of the United States O'r laws O'f 
this territory. 

SEC. 7. Of streets, lanes, etc.-power to grant licenses, etc.-license pro
ceeds--proviso. The tO'wn cO'uncil shall have PO'wer to' regulate and imprO've 
all streets, alleys and public landings, in said tO'wn, and to remO've O'r provide 
for the remO'val of all obstructiO'ns and nuisance!} frO'm the same, or any O'ther 
part of the to'wn. They shall alsO' have PO'wer to' grant licenses to' taverns and 
groceries, and for shO'WS and public exhibitions, O'r may prO'hibit them; and to' 
appropriate the proceeds of such licenses fO'r the benefit O'f the cO'rporatiO'n: 
prO'vided, that the PO'wers herein granted shall not be cO'nstrued to cO'nBict 
with the laws O'f the territO'ry (O'r future state) O'f Iowa regulating licenses 
fO'r retailing ardent spirits. 

SEC. 8. Books of recorder open for inspection-moneys to be accounted for. 
The bO'O'ks of the recO'rder shall at all times be open fO'r the inspectiO'n of the 
electors of the cO'rpO'ration; and the town cO'uncil shall annually make a report 
O'f all mO'neys or prO'perty that may cO'me into their hands fO'r the benefit O'f 
the corporation, and the manner in which the same has been disposed O'f or 
expended. 

SEC. 9. Road district-vacancies, etc. The streets and alleys O'f said town, 
and the several roads leading from the same, fO'r the distance O'f one mile 
frO'm the cO'rporation, shall cO'nstitute one rO'ad district; and the town cO'uncil 
shall have power to' appoint O'r prO' vide fO'r the election O'f an O'verseer of the 
same; and in case O'f the death, removal O'r resignatiO'n, O'f any officer of the 
corporatiO'n. the town cO'uncil shall have PO'wer to fill all such vacancies. 

SEC. 10. Meetings of corporation-of pay of president, etc.-time of election. 
All special meetings of the electors O'f the cO'rporatiO'n shall be called by the 
recO'rder, or in his absence by the trustees, by posting up a written nO'tice in 
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three of the mO'st public places in said tO'wn, and the purpO'ses fO'r which the 
meeting is called, at least five days priO'r to' hO'lding such meeting; and the 
electO'rs, when sO' assembled, (O'r at any annual meeting O'f the cO'rpO'ratiO'n,) 
shall have PO'wer to direct what cO'mpensatiO'n, if any, the president and trus
tees shall receive fO'r their services, to' apPO'int the time fO'r hO'lding the annual 
meetings fO'r the electiO'n of cO'rpO'ratiO'n O'fficers, and to' transact any business 
that may be lawful fO'r them fO'r the interest and benefit O'f the cO'rpO'ratiO'n 
nO't O'therwise prO'vided fO'r in this act. 

SEC. 11. Pay of recorder-power to levy tax, etc. The tO'wn cO'uncil shall 
prO'vide fO'r the reasO'nable cO'mpensatiO'n O'f the recO'rder fO'r his services, and 
shall have power to lay a tax O'n all property, real and persO'nal, within the 
limits O'f the [91] cO'rpO'ratiO'n, subject to' taxatiO'n fO'r cO'unty revenue, to' 
enable them to' carry intO' effect the prO'visiO'ns of this act; but nO' such tax 
shall exceed in anyone year one half O'f one per centum, unless authO'rized by 
vO'te O'f the electO'rs O'f the corpO'ratiO'n. 

SEC. 12. Tax duplicate to be made out-duty of ma.nhal, etc. The tO'wn 
council shall annually make out a duplicate O'f taxes in proPO'rtiO'n to' the 
valuatiO'n O'f the prO'perty of each individual within the limits of the corpora
tion, O'n O'r before the first day of September, which shall be signed by the 
president and recorder, and delivered to the town marshal, (or to some other 
person who shall be appointed cO'llectO'r,) whO' shall proceed to cO'llect and 
pay over the same as he shall be therein directed; and they shall have power 
to correct any illegal or erroneous assessment befO're making out such dupli
cate on the complaint O'f any person aggrieved. 

SEC. 13. Power to sell goods, etc., for taxes-may sell real estate, etc.
estate may be redeemed in two yean-proviso. The marshal shall prO'ceed to 
collect the same, by demanding of each individual resident O'f the town the 
amount O'f tax charged to them respectively in the duplicate, and shall have 
PO'wer to cO'llect the same by sale of the goods and chattels O'f any person 
who shall nO't pay said tax when called for, by giving at least ten days notice 
of the sale of any such property; and for want of goods O'r chattels O'f any 
resident or non-resident of said tO'wn, may proceed to' sell the real and per
sO'nal estate of such person taxed, (by publishing a nO'tice of such· sale in 
sO'me newspaper printed in this territO'ry fO'ur weeks in succession prior to 
such sale,) O'r so much of it as will pay the tax, with the costs of collectiO'n; 
and any real estate thus SO'lO may be redeemed within two years, by paying 
the taxes and CO'sts O'f sale, with twelve per centum interest: provided, that 
nothing herein cO'ntained shall prevent the rightful heirs to any such estate 
from the right O'f redemptiO'n, when they shall become of lawful aile. 

SEC. 14. Repealing section. This act may be altered, amended O'r repealed, 
by any future legislature O'f this territory. 

ApprO'ved January 15, 1841. 

CHAPTER 81. 

AN ACT to authorize Samuel and John B. Crawford to erect a dam across Skunk river. 

Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of the Territory 
of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. S. and J. B. Crawford to erect dam-point where dam is to be 
constructed-dam to contain lock, etc.-proviso-ib. That Samuel and JO'hn 
B. CrawfO'rd, their heirs and assi~s, be and they are hereby authO'rized to' 
cO'nstruct a dam across Skunk river, in Henry cO'unty, in said territO'ry. at a 
PO'int in the sO'utheast quarter of seetiO'n thirt~·-O'ne, with the privilege of 
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