
3S 
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PUBLIC LAWS. [CH.50. 

CHAPTER 50. 

CARE AND PROPAGATION OF FISH. 

AN ACT to l'rovide for the Appointment of a Board of Fish CommiR· 
sioners for the ConRtrnction of Fish-wavs, for the Prote!'tion and 
Propagation of Fish, and to Repeal ~(l('tions 4052 and 4053. and to 
Amend Sedion 4054 rCode, Title XXIV., Chapter 2, relating to Of· 
fenses against Publi(, Policy]. 

SECTION 1. Be it 6'TIactea by the General Assembly of t1&~ 
State nab State of Iowa, That the governor of the state is hereby author­
oommlsaion- • d d· - d .' h h h 11 ers appointed lZe an reqmre to appomt tree competent persons w 0 1'1 a 
bygovernor. be known as the State Fish Commissioners, who shall hold their 

Vacancy. 

Duties. 

positions for the period of two years, amI any vacancies occurring 
10 said commission by death, resignation, or otherwise, shall, for 
the unexpired term be filled by the appointment and commission 
of the governor. The general duties of the said commi~sioners, 
in addition to other duties prescribed by this act, shall be to 
forward the restoration of fish to the livers and waters of this 
state, and to stock the same with fish as they may be supplied 
with means for that purpose by the United Statcs fish clmmis­
sioners and by societIes and individuals interested in the propa­
gation of fish in the waters of the state. 

SEC. 2. It shall also be the duty of the fish commissioners to 
To ex,*ne make an examination of the various improved fish·ladders, fish­
=!~rng ~~ss- ways, and .of the methods necessary to be used to secure the pass­
age of tlab up age of mIgratory fish up through or over the dams now con­
~~~t ~gd to stmcted in the state, and to report to the next general assembly, 
gener~l through the governor, the cost of construction of the various im-
assem y. proved methods with the applicability thereof to the streams of 

the state, with such other information as in their judgment may be 
proper, with the cause or causes of the decrease of fish in the 
streams of the state, and the means that must be used to secure 
fish in abundance therein; and to report also what arrangements 
it will be necessary to make with the owners of mill-dams now 

Flsb·ways 
Stocking 
streams. 

constructed to secure the construction of :fish-ways in such dams 
without doing injustice to the owners of such dams and to report 
generally such facts in connection with the construction of fish­
ways and the stocking of the streams of the state with fish as in 
their opinion may be needed for the information of the general 
assembly. 

SEC. 3. Said fish commissioners shall receive in full com pen­
PRy $200 eacb sation for their servicetl, two hundred dollars each per year, and 
per annum. no more, which salary shall be paid out of the state treasury 

from any money therein not otherwise appropriated. 
SEC. 4. It shall also be the duty of said fish commissioners 

To enforce to see that the provisions of this act are enforced, and for that 
this act. purpose they shall have the right to call to their assistance any 
District-attor· prosecuting attorney, to prosecute all violations of this act in the 
ney. judicial district, where such violation occurs. 

SEC. 5. It shall be the duty of any person or persons, or cor-
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porationll, hereafter erecting or conllttucting any dam in anv of Dnrns hl'n>nt-
h · . h' h h"b' 'hl'" tl'r construct-t e Mvers WIt In testate, or t elr tM utarles acceS81 e to mlgra- I'd to ha,-e 

tory fishes, to put in or upon the same, fish-ways, under the direc- ~~h-w%s'i3 
• d I f 'd fi h •. - h h' h .. " npp '" tion an approva 0 lIal II commISSIoners, WIt out w IC every by ~omrnis-

such flam IIhall be ileemed a public nuisance, and liable to be sloner8. 

abated upon the information of anyone complaining: and the ~~~:ar:~::. 
perllon or persons conlltrncting a dam, in violation of thill flection, Fiue or 
shall be liahle to a fine of ten dollars for each day such dam violation. 
shall be continued withont a fish-way, such as shall be required 
by the commi8sioners under this act. 

SEC. 6. No person flhall place, erect. or cause to be placed or Obstrn~!lon8 
d f h · k d I k . h' preventmg erecte across any 0 t e Mvers, cree s, pon s, or a es, Wlt In f're(> s:ssRlle 

the lltate, any dam, lIeine, net, weir, fish-dam, or other obstruction r~ prohlb­

in such manner as shall hinder or obstrnct the free passage of fish 
up or down through such water or water-couT!le!1; and from and 
after the pa!1sage of this act it shall be unlawful for any person to 
use any seine or net for the purpose of catching fish, except min- Beine or net. 
nOWEl, in any of the waters of the state, the meshes of which 
seine are less than two inches, and no person shall be permitted When problb­
to seine any fish except during the months of July, August, and lted. 
September, except minnows. 

SEC. '1. Any person found guilty of the violation of the pro- Fine tor viola­
villions .of section six of this act shan on conviction before a tion of sec. 6. 

jUEltice of the peace of the township in which he resides, or where 
the offense be committed if arrested therein, be fined not less 
thhan ten dnor more tbhan fifty dffiollars forlthe fihrst offense, danldl for ..-
t e sec on or any su sequent 0 ense not ess t an twenty 0 ars, 
and shall stand committed till such fine be paid. 

SEC. 8'1' No pehrsond shall placd~ in danbY .of t~he ~aters hof tbhe ~~~~I~~ugs, 
state any lme, as es, rug, or me Icate aIt, WIt mtent t ere y Intent. &lc., 
to injure, poison, or catch fish. Any person violating the pro- prohibited. 

visions of this section shall be punished as provided in section 
seven of thiEi act. 

SEC. 9. It shall not he lawful to fish with nets or any other Fl8hln'h 

method of entrapping fish, except with hook and line, or spear, in :,\'~I~ffl~~_ 
the ordinary manner of fishing, within half a mile of any dam in way. except 

. which there is or may be constructed a fish-way, for the purpose rr!~h.!!.o:~d 
of tIle pasEiage of fish up and down any stream in the state. Any unlawful. 
person found guilty of the violation of the provisions of this sec-
tion shall, on conviction, be fined as provided in section seven of 
this act. 

SEC. 10. Sections 4052, 4053, and all after the word "dollars" c~e: ~~ 
in the eighth line of section 4054, are hereby repealed. ~~4~~ete'!w-

SEC. 11. This act being deemed of immediate importance shall ed. 
take effect and be in force from and after its publication, accord- Publication 
ing to law, in The Daily State Register, and The Daily Iowa clause. 
State Leader, newspapers published at Des Moines, Iowa. 

Approved March 19th, 1874. 

I hereby certify that the foregoin~ act was published at Des Moines 
in The Iowa Daily State Leader March 2:7, and in l'he Iuu;a Daily State 
Regi8ter March 31, 1874. 

.TOSlAR T. YOUNG, Secretary of State. 
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