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ApalL 28. 

GENERAL AND PUBLIC LAWS. [CK 111 

CR. 210.] CHAPTER CX!. [So F. 138. 

VIOLATIoN· OF ORIMINAL LAWS BY COMPANIES. 

AN ACT Authorizing the Punishment of Railroad Companies, and 
other rncorporate Cd] Bodies, tur VIolation of the Oriminal Laws 
of this Statt~. 

SEOTION 1. Be it enacted by tile General A B8embly 
B. B. CO", etc.. of tM StatB of Iowa, That all railroad companies, and 
:~:~:n~ all other incorporate [d] bodies. shall be liable to prosecu

tion, by indictment or information as hereinafter provided, 
in the courts in this State. 

Name; 

SEO. 2. Such companies or corporations may be in
dicted or informed against in any name in which they 
transact business, or in which they are commonly known. 

SE~. 3. Said companies shall be deemed to be in 
wben In ooan. court upon the return by the sheriff, or other officer, that 

a copy of' the information or indictment has been delivered 
to any person upon [whom] service is authorized to be 

, made in civil actions. 

Fille. 
SE~. 4. Upon conviction of any such company, or 

upon a plea of' "guilty" filed in open court by tbeir 
alllhorized attorney, such company may be punished by 
tine in any sum in the discretion of' the court. 

SEC. 5. Railroad companies and other incorporated 
R. R. 00" DI&7 bodies shall be liable to indictment under the criminal 
~~~~dlcted for laws of' this State tor obstructing highways, or private 

ways, or for such highways to remain obstructed after the 
taking effect of this act, or for the doing or suffering of 
any other act which by the statute ot' this State is a crime 
or misdemeanor. 

SEO. 6. Proof' that any highway or opening any rail· 
Presumptive evl road track is in an unsafe condition or that it is not con· 
denee of obIlN.· , f' ' th bl' I h' 1 f . . 
t.!onlofblghwa,. vement or· e pu lC trave at t e pace 0 Its CroSSlDg 

such railroad, or within its right of way, shall be pre· 
sumptive evidence that such corporation has obstructed 
such highway, and unless rebutted shall be sufficient evi· 
dence to ·warrant a conviction against said corporation for 
obstructing such highway. 

SEO. 7. Any company operating any railroad in this 
~~~~~g R. State shall be liable under the provisions of' this act. 

SE~. 8. In prosecntions under this act, the arraignment 
ArraIpment not of the defendant shall not be required. 
D-" Approved, April 23d, 1872. 
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