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SEc. 2. When to take effect. This act shall take effect and be in force from 
and after ita [17] publication in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Iowa Standard, 
published in Iowa City. 

Approved, January 22, 1848. 
Published in the Reporter and in the Standard, February ninth eighteen hundred and 

fol't7-eight. 

CHAPTER 13. 

CITY OF BURLINGTON. 

AN ACT to ame~d the charter of the city of Burlington. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 

SECTION 1. ltIa10r to be a justice. That the mayor of the City of Burl
ington shall be ex officio a justice of the peace to all intents and purposes, 
with jurisdiction limited to the City of Burlington, in the samt'o nUlOner as 
that of other justices is limited to their respective townships. 

SEC. 2. When not disqualifted. ITe shall not he (lisqualified from trying 
an;y caus(' for the reason that it ill brought in thl' lIame or ht'half. or under 
the or<iinanct's of said city. 

~EC. :1. New streets, etc. Th(' ma~'or IlIHI alderlIll.'ll of said eity shllll ha\'e 
pOWf'r to t'hang(' the strt'ets. to dis('(mtinue old strel'ts. or to layout new ones 
therein. wht'Ilf'\'t'r tht' puhlic good ma~' r('(lllirl' till' salUe; but whenever. for 
th('se purposes. prh'att' property shall be takeIl for public use. full compen
sation shall be made to tht' owners tlwrcof. without setting off against "Ilch 
compensation the enham'('ment in \'8hH' of the adjal'f'ut property. 

REC. -1. Streets discontinued, Whene\'er any portion of a street shall be 
discontinued, the mayor and aldermen may dispose of thE'. same for the bene
fit of the cit\'. 

REC. 5. Accretions to said city. ThE'Y shall allm have pow('r to sell all 
the a('crE'tions in front of said city, after a lIlajorit~· of thc votes ginn on 
that subject. at any city elE'ction. shall havc been giVE'1l in favor of such sale. 

REC. 6. Suits, how brought. All suits and prosl'cutions on C'ity ordinances 
shall hI' brought in th(' corporatE' naml' of the (·ity; hut tht' prO<'eRS "hall run 
in the nam(' of the Rtate, aR provided by the constitution. 

!o\EC. 7. Streets and alley., how changed. ~o street or alley shall be 
ehang('d, altered. or va('ated, or new ones laid out. until r the (,(lllsent ofl a 
majority of the property ownE'rs on the hlock adjoining to said street. or 
through which said alley passes. shall be given in writing to that effect. 

SEc, 8. When to take effect. This aet shall take effect from and after its 
publication. hy [181 one insertion in each of the newspapers printed in the 
City of Burlington. 

Approvl'd .• Tanl1ar~· 22. 1 ~48. 

CIIAPTBR 1-1. 

TOWN OF PORTLAND. 

AN ACT to authorize and empower the board of commissioners of the county of Van 
Buren, to BeU and convey lots in the town of Portland, in said county. 

Preamble. Whereas, The board of county cornmisllioners of tIl(' eouut\' of 
Van Buren having in conformity to thE' pr~visions of an a(,t of congres~ ap
proved, May 23rd, 1844, E'ntitll'd . 'An a('t for t h(> r{'}i('f of till' ('itizE'lls of 
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towns upon the lands of the United States, under certain circumstances," en
tered the lands upon which the town of Portland in said county of Van 
Buren is situated; and whereas, the title to lots in said town has not yet been 
fully vested in the rightful claimants thereto, as contemplated by the said 
act of congress above referred to, but yet remains in the hands of said 
county commi88ioners; and whereas, it is highly important to the citizens 
thereof that a speedy adjustment of their rights be had: Therefore, 
Be it enacted by the General AssembJy of the State of Iowa, 

SECTION 1. SaJ.e of town Iota. That it shall be the duty of the board of 
county commissioners of the said county of Van Buren, or their successors 
in office, to proceed iIi the disposal of all lots or parcels of ground in said 
town of Portland, or in the land entered by said board as aforesaid, in such 
manner as they may ordain, executing deeds for the same, in conformity 
with the provisions of this act. 

SEC. 2. In cases of diBpute-&ppeal allowed to district court. In all cases 
where there shall be a dispute or contest in regard to the title to any such 
lot or lots, or parcels of ground in said town, the said board of commisaioners 
shall hear the testimony relating to the same, and shall give their deed to 
such person or persons as may seem to be justly entitled to the same; pro
vided, however, nothing contained in this act shall be so construed as to 
prevent an appeal from the decision of said board of commissioners to the 

. district court of said county. under the same regulations as now are, or may 
hereafter be provided bjr law, for appeals from the decisions of said board 
in other cases. 

SEC. 3. Oath, evidence, depoaitiODB. The clerk of the said board of com
missioners and the members thereof shall have power to administer oaths 
and affirmations to [19] any witness produced to said board in all cases of 
contested or disputed titles to any such lot or lots, or parcels of ground in 
said town, or included within the land so entered by said board as aforesaid, 
and in all such cases depostions taken in pursnance of the laws of this statl'. 
regulating the taking of depositions to be used in the district ('ourt. ma~· be 
read as evidence before said board of commissioners. 

SEC. 4. Deeds, how made. All deeds to be executed under the pro\·j· 
sions of this act shall. be signed by said commissioners or a ma.jority there· 
of, and attested by the clerk of said board. 

SEC. 5. Sale of unclaimed lots. Any lot or lob; or parcel of ground in 
said town, or land entered hy said board as aforesaid, the right to which shall 
not be claimed within six months from and aftl'r the passage of this act. or 
the payment for which shall not be made within one month from and after 
the decisions of said board. or of the district court. as to right of proper own
ership, said lot or lots. or parcels of ground shall be sold hy said board of 
commissioners for the amount due thereon and all costs chl!1"geahle to said 
lot, according to the pro\""isions of this act, thirty days public notice being 
given of such sale in some public newspaper printed in said county; and 
every person or persons to whom the right to purchase is conceded by the 
board, shall, before receiving a dt'ed to the same. pay to the board of com
missioners such portion of the purchase money as may be adjiIdged by the 
board to be due thpreon. with interest on the same from the time of entry, 
together with all the costs accruing in determining the rightful owner; and 
the board shall refnnd to the persons who furnished the same the full amount. 
with interest, furnished for the purchase of the land. 

SEC. 6. County not liable for coata or cha.rges. Nothing in this act shall 
be construed so as to authorize a charge of any kind whatE'Yer to be made 
against the connty. for a.n~· services performed in carrying into effect the pro-
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visions of this act, nor shall the county ever be liable for any costs that may 
accrue in consequence of any suit, in any court whatever. 

SEc. 7. When to take effect. This act shall take eifect and be in force 
from and after its publication in the Iowa Democrat and the Des Moines 
Valley Whig. 

Approved, January 22, 1848. 

Published in the Democrat Feb. eleven, eighteen hundred forty-eight, and in the Whig 
Feb. --, eighteen hundred and forty-eight. 

[20] CHAPTER 15. 

COUNTY ORDERS. 

AN ACT to repeal the act allowing the county commiasioners' clerks pay for fUing 
papers. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly 0/ the State of Iowa, 

SECTION 1. Ordera flIed without pay. That all county orders required to 
be filed in the office of the clerks of the board of county commissioners, shall 
be filed without pay. 

SEc. 2. When to take effect. All acts and parts of actl! l'oming in con
flict with this act, be and the same are hereby repealed. This act to take 
effect from and after its pUblication in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Iowa 
Standard, published at Iowa Ciiy. . 

Approved, January 22, 1848. 

Published in the Reporter, February sixteenth, and in the Standard, February ninth, 
eighteen hundred and forty-eight. 

CHAPTER 16. 

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 

AN ACT to change the times of holding courts in the second judicial district of this 
state. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 

SEcTION 1. Times and places of court. That the time of holding the courts 
in the several counties of the· second judicial district of this state, shall be as 
follows, to-wit: 

In the county of Cedar, on the first Mondays of April and September; 
In the county of Jones, on Thursday after the first Mondays of April and 

September; 
In the county of Buchanan, on the second Mondays in April and Septem

ber; 
In the county of Delaware, on Thursday after the second Mondays in April 

and November; 
. In the county of Clayton, on the third Monday in April and second Tuesday 
ln September; 
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