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School Aid — Instructional Support Program

S ource s:  De partm e nt of Ed ucation, De partm e nt of Manage m e nt, LS A Calcuations
LS A S taff Contact:  Mich ael Guanci (515.725.1286) m ich ael.guanci@legis.iow a.gov

Th e  Instructional S upport Program  w as cre ate d  by 1989 Iow a Acts, ch apte r 135 (S ch ool and Are a Ed ucation Age ncy 
Financing), and th e  im ple m e ntation of th e  Program  began in FY 1992.  Th e  Program  allow s d istricts to incre ase  th e ir 
ge ne ral fund  budge ts by up to 10.0% of th e  total regular program  d istrict cost.  Districts m ay im ple m e nt th e  Program  
for a five-year d uration w ith  local board  approval (subje ct to a re ve rse  refe re nd um ), or for 10 years w ith  vote r approval.  
Fund ing for th e  Program  is form ula-base d  and  includ e s local taxe s, includ ing prope rty taxe s or a com bination of 
prope rty taxe s and an incom e surtax.
Wh e n th e  Program  w as initially im ple m e nte d , S tate aid  w as d istribute d  th rough  a form ula d e signe d  to provid e  prope rty 
tax e quity and e qualize th e  prope rty tax burd e n am ong sch ool d istricts.  S ince FY 1993, th e  S tate aid  appropriation for 
th e  Program  h as be e n cappe d , and th e  S tate  aid portion of th e  form ula h as not be e n fully fund e d .  Th e  re sult cre ate s a 
variance in th e  am ount of fund s th at sch ool d istricts re ce ive  from  th e  Program .  Prope rty-poor d istricts rece ive  a sm alle r 
proportion of total fund ing th an prope rty-rich  d istricts.

For m ore  inform ation, 
se e  th e  Fiscal Topic:
Instructional S upport Program
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Ad juste d  Instructional S upport Program  Dollars Pe r Pupil — FY 2021
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Unfund e d  S tate  
aid  portion in 
FY 2021:  $95.9

Fund e d prope rty
tax portion 
in FY 2021:  $153.1

Fund e d  incom e  surtax
portion 
in FY 2021:  $93.1

Fund ing for th e  Programinclud e s a 
S tate  aid  portion from  a Ge ne ral Fund  
stand ing appropriation of $14.8

Th e S tate  aid  portion h as 
be e n unfund e d  since  
FY 2012

Total unad juste d  Program  am ount base d on 
fund ing in FY 2021 is$342.0

Incom e  S urtax

Prope rty Tax

S tate  Aid
(unfund e d )

Total Ad juste d  Instructional 
S upport Program  Dollars in

FY 2021:
$246.2

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/FTNO/1140022.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/iactc/73.1/CH0135.pdf

