
Free and Reduced Lunch Program — 2019-2020
The  N a tiona l School Lu nch Progra m  is a fe d e ra lly fu nd e d  progra m  tha t a ssists schools in provid ing nu tritiou s
lu nche s to child re n a t re a sona b le  price s.  The  progra m  is a d m iniste re d  by the Iowa De pa rtm e nt of Ed u ca tion,
a nd  e ligib ility is b a se d  on fa m ily size a nd  incom e :  fa m ilie s a t or b e low 130.0% of the  fe d e ra l pove rty le ve l a re
e ligib le  for fre e  lu nch; fa m ilie s b e twe e n 130.0% a nd  185.0% of the  fe d e ra l pove rty le ve l a re  e ligib le  for re d u ce d
lu nch.  Se e  USDA Eligib ility Gu id e line s for d e ta ils.
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Pe rce nta ge of Enrollm e nt Eligib le  for Fre e  or Re d u ce d -Price Lu nch —  SY  2019-2020

Pe rce nta ge of
Enrollm e nt

9.1% - 30.0%
30.1% - 50.0%
50.1% - 60.0%
60.1% - 70.0%
70.1% - 100.0%
Com m u nity Eligib ility
Provision
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N ote :  Districts with the Com m u nity Eligibility Provision (CEP) have a t le a st one b u ild ing
in the d istrict tha t pa rticipa te s in the progra m .  CEP a llows schools to provid e  fre e
b re a kfa st a nd  lu nch to a ll stu d e nts a nd  e lim ina te s the  b u rd e n of colle cting hou se hold
a pplica tions to d e te rm ine e ligibility; 19 schools u se  this provision.  Fina ncia l via b ility is a
m a in re a son cite d  for d istricts not to u se  CEP, a s it ta ke s a pproxim a te ly 62% Id e ntifie d
S tu d e nt Pe rce nta ge (ISP) to cove r costs.  Se e  CEP Inform a tion for Iowa Schools.

Lunch: 
Fre e :  $3.41
Re d u ce d :  $3.01
Pa id :  $0.32

Breakfast:
Cha nge in the  Pe rce nt of Enrollm e nt Eligib le  for Fre e
or Re d u ce d -Price Lu nch —  2009-2010 to 2019-2020

-13.8% to -5.0% -4.9% to -1.0% -0.9% to 1.0% 1.1% to 5.0% 5.1% to 35.3%

Fre e :  $1.84
Re d u ce d :  $1.54
Pa id :  $0.31

Meal Reimbursement Rates:*

Not Eligible
57.6%

Eligible for
Free Lunch

35.6%

Eligible for
Reduced Lunch

6.8%

Eligible
42.4%

*Ad d itiona l re im b u rse m e nt is a va ila b le  for nu trition
sta nd a rd s com plia nce , se ve re -ne e d  schools,
a nd  sta te  re im b u rse m e nt for bre a kfa st (SY 19-20).

Pe rce nta ge of Enrollm e nt Eligib le
SY  2010-2020
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Ave ra ge  Da ily Pa rticipa tion
in School Lu nch —  Octob e r 2018
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Sou rce s:  De pa rtm e nt of Ed u ca tion, LSA ca lcu la tions
LSA Sta ff Conta ct:  Lora  Va rga son (515.725.2249) lora .va rga son@le gis.iowa.gov
                               Micha e l Gu a nci (515.725.1286) m icha e l.gu a nci@le gis.iowa .gov

Cha nge in Pe rce nta ge Eligible5.5% Incre a se  in Pe rce nta ge  Eligible
Sta te wid e  —  SY  2010-2020

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/income-eligibility-guidelines
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/nutrition-programs/school-meals/community-eligibility-provision-cep-schools

