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Iowa Water Trails and Low-Head Dam Mitigation Program

Source :  Iowa  De pa rtm e nt of N a tura l Re s ource s
LSA Sta ff Conta cts:  Rodrig o Ace ve do (515.281.6764) rodrig o.ace ve do@le g is .iowa.g ov
                                 De b  Koze l (515.281.6767) de b .koze l@le g is .iowa.g ov
                                 Ada m  Broich (515.281.8223) ada m .b roich@le g is .iowa.g ov

Low-Head Dam
Mitigation Rebuild
Iowa Infrastructure
Funding
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#* Low-He ad Da m s
#*
Othe r Da m s Tha t Pos e
a  N a vig a tiona l Haza rd

Designated Water Trails and Low-Head Dam Mitigations

In 2008, the  Iowa De pa rtm e nt of N a tura l Re s ource s  (DN R) wa s  m a nda te d to adm inis te r the  wa te r tra ils
a nd low-he a d da m  pub lic ha za rd prog ra m , Iowa  Code  s e ction 464A.11.  The  2010 Sta te wide  Pla n include s
g uida nce  a nd re com m e nda tions  re la te d to re cre a tiona l wa te r tra il de ve lopm e nt for loca l com m unitie s  a nd
include s  a s ta te wide  inve ntory of low-he a d da m s a long  with m e thods  for prioritizing  da m  re m ova l a nd
pub licizing  haza rds .
Loca l g ove rnm e nts  a nd nonprofit e ntitie s  a re  e lig ib le  to a pply for wa te r tra il de ve lopm e nt g ra nts .  A loca l
m a tch is  re quire d, but cos t-s ha re  is  s trong ly e ncoura g e d.  Once  com ple te d, the  wa te r tra il m a y b e com e
“de s ig na te d” a nd b e  include d in DN R m a rke ting .  Low-he a d da m  m itig a tion g ra nts  a re  a va ila b le  to b oth
priva te  a nd pub lic da m  owne rs ; low-he a d da m  re m ova l proje cts  have  a 50.0% loca l m a tch re quire m e nt,
while  proje cts  for im proving  s ig na g e  a nd wa rning s  a t low-he a d da m  s ite s  re quire  a 20.0% loca l funds  m a tch.

$9.8 MLow-Head Dams and Water Trails
Appropriations FY 2008-FY 2019:

Low-He a d Da m
Mitig a tion Proje cts

35

Mile s  of Wa te r Tra il
Unde r De ve lopm e nt

337

De s ig na te d Iowa
Wa te r Tra ils

29

Paddling  Route s
(N on-De s ig na te d)

Wa te r Tra il Unde r
De ve lopm e ntSta te -De s ig na te d

Wa te r Tra il

Mile s  of Paddling
Route s  with Pote ntia l
for Wa te r Tra il De s ig na tion

4,232
193

Mile s  of De s ig na te d
Wa te r Tra il

970
Da m s  with Pote ntia l
for Mitig a tion Funding

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/IC/LINC/2020.Section.464A.11.PDF
https://www.iowadnr.gov/things-to-do/canoeing-kayaking/water-trail-development



